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TO 
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Go Dial ! measure of our years^ 
Measure of earthly hopes and fears ; ' 
And^ in Thy friendly purpose bold^ 
Thy plain and artless tale unfold. 
In Thee no sab tl^ty « we a^ee ; 
Clear b the truth that speaks in Thee ; 
Truths such as may at once impart 
Conviction to the guileless heart. 
To each, Thy various office lend : 
Rememb'rer, Monitor, and Friend. 
Let past experience serve, to guide 
The present moments as they glide ; 
And point them to that future goal. 
Where Heaven may take the passing soul. 



Though plain and simple be Thy guise^ 

Let none Thy simpleness despise ; 

But bid them know^ if us'd aright, 

That simpleness is matched with might. 

For Thine the pow'r, to redeem 

Time vanished as the vanished dream ; 

Thine is the blessed' ^ower> to close 

In endless bliss a life of woes ; 

And Thine the pow'r, when life's deceit 

Too far hath urged her fatal cheat, 

To snatch from ruin on the brink, 

And teach a thoughtless world to 

THINK. 
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PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 



*' How Old art thou?" was a question 
addressed by a great king to an ancient 
patriarch ; and it drew forth that memorable 
judgment upon a long life, which is known 
to every one who is acquainted with his 
Bible. 

Although this question would be esteemed 
a very uncourtly one^ in modem times^ for 
one person to ask another^ it is nevertheless 
one of the most momentous^ for every indi- 
vidual to address frequently and seriously to 
himself; because^ unless we frequently ask 
ourselves this question^ so as to live under a 
continual sense of the fact which must sup- 
ply the answer^ it will be hardly possible for 
us always to maintain that correspondence 
between our miiiib and our years, which the 
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laws of our moral being require^ and sup- 
pose ; which depends altogether; upon the 
degree of attention we habitually pay, to our 
progress in time. 

If we fairly consult our experience of 
human nature, either in ourselves or others, 
we shall presently perceive, that although 
the progress of life is rendered, by God's 
ordinance, most regular and uniform, yet. 
the concern which the mind takes in that 
progress, is most irregular and contradic- 
tory. For, the propensity to inquire " Haw 
old am If" which we all discover, with 90 
much alacrity, in the outset of life, com- 
monly slackens as life advances ; and when 
it is declining towards its end, we would 
willingly abstain from the inquiry alto- 
gether: just as if the circumstance which 
gave life its importance, stood somewhere 
in the middle of its course; which being 
passed, our interest in the progress of life 
passed also. Whereas, it is most certain, 
that the circumstance which alone gives 
real importance to life, stands always at the 
end of its career; so that, until we shall 
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Jiave reached %hai% .carQamstaiice, tbe qaes- 
tion '^ How old 0m 19^ ought to .engage our 
coqc^n more and more every year, and not 
ii^ease to engage it, until years and hodily 
exiatenoe have pasaed away together. 

In the firat ascent .of life, we are apt to 
a3k ourselves, ^^ How old mn IV with so 
.much overweening eagerness^ that we mA- 
dom take time for making. a sound refleo- 
tion upon the answer. In the descent of 
life, we do inot care to ask oi^rselves the 
question at all, and consequently, we. have 
no answer to reflect upon. In the ascent, 
we press forward upon time, and prema- 
turely assume the consequence and .fruits 
of years. In the descent, we hang back^ 
ward from the current of the stream, and 
persuade. ourselves that we still tiretain the 
privileges, if. not the^oraameots, of^outh. 
In both cases, the gradual and orderly pro- 
cess of nature is violently opposed by the 
irregularity of our minds; our thoughts 
become .dissociated from our y^ars ; nxA 
hence Arise, so frequently, those . two un- 
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seemly characters in hamaa life, presnmfh' 
tvoos youth, and trifling old age. 

But the difierence is great between the 
two; for^ presumptuous youth may, by tiie 
indulgence of time and the intervention of 
reflection, correct its failing, and terminate 
in a yenerable old age ; whereas trifling and 
worldly old age has very little prospect of ar 
c^iiange firom the counsels of reflection, and^ 
still less from the indulgence of time. '^ 

: Nothing can be more prejudicial to our- 
mental interest, or more derogatory to our 
i9oral dignity, than the discordance whicb! 
is thus produced between our minds and onr-^ 
ymr9. This it was, that called forth that 
severe, yet not ill-founded, sarcasm of the 
poet: 

- - tfa-^ All mankind mistake their time of day. 
Thopgb grey our head^ our tfaotigbu and aims are 

green. 
Uke damaged clocks, whose hand and bell dissen^ 
Folly sing9 itx, while Nature points to twelve.^ 

^ - * 

This, surely, is one strong motive, for en^ ] 
deayouring always to preserve a just pro*' 
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I^rtioD^ and balance^ between the tenoar of 
our thonghtoy and the number of onr years. 

1 But another^ and a far more weighty^ 
argument for that practice^ arises from » 
due consid^ation of the average quantity of 
human life. 

j The average measure of human life^ is set 
Bjt, SEVENTY TEAEs. In evidence of this 
important fact, we have the testimony of 
Moses, in the ancient church of God ; of 
Sdon, and Hippocrates, in the ancient 
heathen world ; and it is confirmed to us, 
by the universal experience and suffrage of 
all the succeeding generations of mankind. ' 
Now, it is natural for us to inquire 
^»o things: first, Who fixed that average f 
secondly, 7F%y that average was fixed? 

To the first question^ the answer is ob- 
vious and immediate : it was fixed by Him, 
who gave the life. 

Again, if we Bak, Why He fixed that 
average; lf%y, out of all the possible pro- 
portions pf time, exceeding that measure. 
He f hould .have determined the average 
allowance of human life exactly to seoenltj 
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^rs, thie answer is equally obvious : be^ 
covser Hx' deevied it stgfieiemt. 

But, mffidma is a relatire quality, relative 
to some end or purpose to which ii snjffiees. 
What, theo^ wa» thd end or purpose, fbv 
which the Giver of life deemed seventy years 
6f life, xliore or lessy to be a tuficieift meamre 
for man ? 

To answer tliis question, we must aiKreod 
to the oontemplation of those purposes of 
Grod in creation, which are rendered cog-^ 
sizable by our capacities* The design ef 
OoD, in producing this created universe by 
His power^ His wisdom, and His goodness, 
e^nKtittttes what we denominate the will of 
&d0« In this visible part of that great work, 
the will of the Creator is accomplished by two 
diffefent kinds of agents, formed by Him for 
th^ir filev^ral and distinct uses : the one, 
necessary agents ; the other, moral agents. 

NeceM^ry ligents perform the will of their 
Cfeatdr> necessarily, by an exercise of His 
ditn pdw^ Operating in them; and ccm^ 
tinniflg uniform and equal, aa they were at 
ftmt put iato ficiioa by Him. It is thus 
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diat planets revolve in theix orbits ; ligbt is 
traDsmitted from the sua ; winds impel the 
clouds ; rains descend to the earth ; dews 
rise into the air ; seeds unfold their plants ; 
birds^ beesy and all animals, fulfil their fonc- 
tioDSy and display their various admirable 
instincts. In these, and every other action, 
where the agent is not a moral agent, the 
action is determined necessatify, by the attrif 
butes of die Creator himself; and, conse* 
qjoently, the action in all those agencies is 
perfect, being the act of the Creator ; and 
is as perfect at the first, as it is at any sub- 
sequent period. The planets moved as ex- 
actly, the rains fell as truly, the seeds pro- 
duced as eompletely, tbe birds, bees, and all 
animals, exercised their instincts as excel* 
lently, on tbe first day of their creation, as 
in this kte period of the world : no previous 
trial, BO ei;ercising, or apprenticing, was 
requisite, to make them execute, vrith 
eertainhf and fredskm, the purposes for 
which their Creator bad brought them into 
bei»g. 
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But, with respect to moral agents^ tho 
case was far otherwise ; the nature of the 
agency for which they were designed^ was 
essentially different. Moral agents were 
formed to accomplish the will or purpose 
of their Creator^ not by any exercise of Hu 
power acting in them in the way of impulse, 
bat by Sifree, spontaneous, and affectionate co^ 
cperation in His designs. The Creator in- 
tended^ that His moral agents should give 
effect to His wise and gracious purposes^ by 
the concurring action. of their own wills^ 
acting in harmony and concert with His; 
For that end, they were gifted by Him with 
a separate moral will, or principle offree^ 
agency, capable of determining their own 
actions; they were made acquainted with 
the rule of His supreme will, by which He 
designed that their own wills should bg 
regulated and determined; they were fux- 
nished with powers of understanding and 
reflection, with sentiments of hope and^/ear^ 
to influence the determination ; aad in that 
exalted and blessed alliance, he had pre^ 

- • .-. -i^ 
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pared, for these agents, the greatest perfeo 
tion of happiness, to which it was possible 
their natures could attain. 

But here was a lamentable difference be- 
tween the^Tiess of the two agents for ac- 
complishing the purposes for which they 
were respectively formed. The necessary 
agents, acting only by the perfect attributes 
of the Creator, necessarily and always accouh- 
plished his purposes, at first as well as' at 
tost ; because there was in them a secure and 
perfect operation; that of His own wiir. 
But the moral agents, who were required 16 
act immediately from themselves, by cooh 
forming their wills to the rule prescribed by 
His will ; but who, at the same time, were 
free in power to depart from that rule, by 
inclining in other directions, contained 
within themselves a principle of insecurity^ 
which was not in the former : as every man 
ikiust recognise in his own nature. Though 
rightly directed at their first formation, and 
endowed with a capacity to preserve that 
right tendency^ they did not possess in them^ 
sthet a determined and uniform incUuatiici^. 
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to the rule of the supreme will ; of which 
they were destined to be, not necessary and 
mechanical, but moral and self*determmuig 
agents. The ooasequence was, that their 
agency faOed. Not casually, or of necessity^ 
hoc by a criminal and unfaithful desertioa 
^ the powers by which it might have been 
fulfilled Theiv wiUs became adverse to th& 
suTBiMB WILL, which ALONE must govefii. 
That failure introduced disorder into the ^ 
creation ; a disorder, offensive to the Cre%* 
tor, because counteractive of His purpose ; 
and the agent, thenceforth, became ob'^ 
Boxiotts te all the possible effects of hia 
ififinite and tremendous power. 

But His infinite goodness, forctoowitig 
the evil^ had, from the first, provided a 
remedy against it, that He might *^ di^ik^ 
ffis mercy upon all" That practical evir 
dence, of the innate insecurity of thesie moral 
agents, having so far demonstrated thek 
imperfection, and humbled their pretensions^ 
^ that no individual could exait kimse^;" God 
contrived a di9peQsatioB, of the BOtost stu*' 
jDiendooaand comprehensive benignity, (Ibat 
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of THEIB KEDEMPTION, lliroagh His SoB 

oar Lord Jesus Christ^) for reimtMiimg 
tbem in their original condition, and f»- 
9tQring to them all the privileges which 
4hej had forfeited by their failure. He 
gave them a more distinct, enlarged, and 
ia^pressive rule, for determining their wills ; 
(first, in His Law, and afterwards more 
particularly in His Gospel;) He admi* 
nistered to them as increase of powers, 
peculiarly adapted to the nature offret'mlb, 
(by means of the aniferaiing sacconrs of 
His Holy Spirit,) for enabling them to 
reduce their wills into a conformity with His 
sovereign will ; He condescended to reveal 
to. them the eommon interest which they 
shared with Him, their Creator, in fulfilling 
His ultimate scheme in the creation; He 
urged them above all things, to acquire, 
and establish in themselves, an habitual dis' 
position of conforming with His supreme 
and eternal laws, as being indispensably 
necessary for rendering sure and complete 
the agency which will be required from 
4iem in that ultimate scheme ; ([fiVivOii -^^ 
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consist, in the final application, and employ 
ment^ of the several moral agents^ after their 
wills shall have once acquired a settled, and 
stridently fixedy bias towards the wiU of their 
Creator;) and He assigned them an average 
measure of life^ limited to seventy teabs, 
more or less, as a measure of time amply 
si/^cient for acquiring that disposition often'' 
fomvUy. 

If the willy instructed by the reason, 
guided by the judgment^ and admonished' 
by the conscience, acquired no such .faabi* 
tual disposition, in any degree, within tht 
allotted time, it was well known to the om*^ 
niscient Creator, that the moral agent would 
never answer the gracious purpcmea : ibr > 
which He had finally intended him;, and 
that his remaining any longer here, was:' 
wholly unnecessary, he having wasted and 
exhausted the powers assigned him for pro* . 
secuting his moral perfection. If, on the 
other hand, the disposition was, in.axertam 
degree, known to the Creator, well. established* 
and confirmed, his end was answered; it- 
was needless that he should, be left .any 
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longer here^ since God himself would Jim$k 
and compkte what remained to be done^ in 
another ttage of existefice. 

The 8ETBNTY YEARS of life, ate therefore 
assigned to man, as an allowance of time, 
suffkieni for establishing in his will, an hahii 
of conforming itself to the manifested 
WIX.L OF THE Creator ; which habit being 
once acquired, he will be able hereafter to 
fulfill and execute, a perfect agency y when 
that great stage, or period of the creation 
shall be arrived, for which he is here upon 
ttial,^ and in training. The perfection for 
whichrhe is designed, can only be acquired 
hy degreeifBXudi by a continuance in the same 
course of action for a definite term of time. 
Exercise and practice are indispensably ne- 
cessary, for creating habit ; and habity is all 
tkat the Creator looks for from His moral 
agents, in this their period of imperfection 
and preparation. By a fundamental law of 
this part of His universe, a continuance, for 
a certain time, in any one course or direc- 
tion, produces 9l facility ^ ot fixed tendency ^ 
whidi fixed tendency is called fuiMt ; ^vScv^^ 
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towards the mle of action, or in oppositioB 
to it. Andy by the same Ivw, habits onoe 
contracted, may be snbdaed and oveiniledy 
by contrary habits resolutely supesindaced 
npon them. If a conformhig habit is. once 
established; in a sufficient degree, the i^^t 
is removed ; and; is ^^ made perfect/^ by aonte 
nnknown act of divine confirmation, subse- 
'quent to his removal. 

As, therefore, such moral agents as .man 
indispensably require a preliminary interval 
of exercise, before they can become suk 
agents for God to introduce, and employ, 
in a state of perfect existence and society; 
we ^plainly discern these ybtir things. Firsts 
that the first state of such an agent, mider 
a government of wisdom, must be a estate 
of probation or of training. Secondly, • that 
he must be placed apart from perfected 
agents, so long as he is under discipline; 
that his imperfections may not comnmni- 
cate their evils to the perfect parts of idie 
creation. Thirdly, that such a separated 
state, must of necessity abound with a great 
intermixture of gpod and etnl, and with a 
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very general appearance of confusion, resultr 
ing 'from the various and conflicting con- 
duct, of the various moral agents who are 
under trial. And, lastly, that such a state 
of trial can only he an elementary, or tnct*- 
pient state, conducing to another, which is 
the principal and Jinal one for which they 
were originally designed. Now, if we add 
to these considerations, that of the mo* 
mentousyiic^, that wb, ourselves, are now 
living in «uch an elementary or incipient 
state, conducing to a principal and perfect 
state ; that an average measure of seventy 
YEAEs, more or less, is allotted to us, to 
guaUfy oundves for that state ; and that our 
final participation in it, or exclusion from 
it, depends, really and absolutely, upon the 
niEte we shall have made of that preliminary 
aUotfuent of time ; it will need no great sagar 
city to discern the importance, above all 
things, of applying that measure, precarious 
at the best, to the ^vj> for which it was 
aUottn^. 

We cannot, therefore, exercise ourselves 
with too much activity and dvU^^exLC^) vcv 
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contemplating that average measure of time^ 
and in considering its parts and nature. 
Such a practice will keep us always in* 
structed in their true value ; it will prevent 
us, on the one band, from under-rating the 
parts with respect to the whole measure; 
and from over-rating that whole measure, 
with respect to the infinite measure of 
existence which is to succeed. For, since 
SEVENTY YEABs, tbough amply iuffidetU' 
for the end designed, supplies nothing 
for intentional and deliberate waste, we 
must economize, and wisely husband, the 
particles of time which compose them. We 
must discreetly watch over those smaller 
parts of life ; not as being of importance in 
themselves, but because they constitute the 
lEvhole of the term assigned us, for fixing 
the quality of the life which shall follow^ 
Again, since those seventy years con- 
duct us immediately into another stage of 
existence, which has no change or termi- 
nation, we must be careful not to attach tp 
the former, an opinion of importance^ which 
belongs only to the latter. For^ ^^ the oldest 



^ItlSLIHINABY GHAPTEB. 17 

^ mettf** says the experience of the late 
AEchdeacon Paley, ** when they look back 
'^ on their past life, see it in a very narrow 
^ compass. It appears no more than a 
** small interval cut out of eternal duration, 
^'- both before and afierit: when compared 
'' with that duration, as nothing''^/' 
- We ^ are not however to imagine, that 
UDenty years is a quantity of time, neces- 
larily requisite for a moral agent to acquire 
li secure tiendency towards his perfection, 
impposing the inclination of his will to be 
briginally, and always, right and mre; for 
then a i^rter period might have sufficed: 
but .it is a* measure, largely and liberally 
allotted by God, with allowance for much 
delay and aberration, provided the tendency 
pi the agent be, at length, decidedly and 
steadily determined, towards the rule of his 
perfection^ 

This being the case, it becomes our 
highest, and most manifest interest, to 
knoW; and to observe well, our actual station 

* Sermon zxxi. p« 463. - *^ 

C 
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within the average measure of life ; to coq-> 
sider the true relation which our actual 
station bears to the averaged end; to im- 
press our minds with a conviction of the 
uncertainty of our ever reaching that end i 
and, to ascertain the degree of habit, which 
we have ahready acquired, of conforming 
our wiUs to the governing will: which is 
the iole end for which we are placed in this 
part of the universe, and indeed the onljr 
reason why we were created at all. 

Awakened to such a contemplation as 
tbis, the mind at once views time, under 
all its relations ; by the united action of its 
r^eetion, its memory, and its forethought. By 
these, it dwells upon the consideration of 
time present, time past, and time future. It 
sees them in all their bearings ; it compares 
the past, and applies the rule of the com* 
parison to the future; and it at length 
becomes practically sensible of the extreme 
value of those fleeting particles, which we 
constantly denominate now, and which pass 
Away continually, like the sands in the 
hour-glass, until all are exhausted. 
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These are, doubtless, great and awful 
truths; and the mind, once brought to re* 
cognise them, cannot fail to draw all the 
inferences, the principal of which have been 
here sketched out. But it is a fact not to 
be disputed, humiliating as the acknowledge 
meat of it may be; (the author, for one, 
has often experienced it in himself;) that 
the noblest practical truths, and the most 
powerful demonstrations in morals and reli«^ 
gion, however laboriously and triumphantly 
established, lie too commonly neglected, and 
unapplied, upon the page which gave theni 
light: the inertness of our common naturey 
like the indolence of a relaxed or exhausted 
stomach, requiring to be roused, from time 
to time, by some pungency of novelty ; and 
refusing to take the benefit of the most 
nutritious aliment, unless excited bf some- 
thing new. and artificial in the vehicle or 
savour. Thus it is, that parable and alle- 
gory have, in all ages, been found capable 
of stirring the mind, even when the powers 
of eloquence and demonstration have failed 
of all their effects. . * 



20 PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 

It is not, that we stand in need of any 
instruction, to teach us the value of time, 
wd the importance of balancing our minds 
.and our years. Of that, we have an ample 
BtQre ; both in the writings of wise and 
ingenious heathens, and in those of en* 
lightened and faithful Christians. The two 
little tracts, by two heathen philosophers ; 
that upon Old Age, by Cicero, and that on 
the Shortness of Life, by Seneca ; abound witk 
truths, both of statement and argument, 
iipon that subject, which are sufficient to 
make most Christians blush. And the num^ 
berless treatises of our own Christian philo^ 
sophers, hold out to us, at every page, truths 
of authority and power, sufficient to startle 
every Christian, upon the same momentous 
article: the correspondence, which ought 
invariably to be maintained between our 
THOUGHTS and our years, in our progress 
through life. 

But, although we are in no want of in- 
struction for that end, we are plainly in want 
of something, to excite and encourage us 
/o use that instruction ; something, which may 
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constantly remind us of the perpetual lap^e 
of time, and of the important change which 
that perpetual lapse is perpetually produ- 
cing in the circumstances of our present 
being ; somethir^, which, instead of leaving 
us to the mercy of our own reflection, whose 



indolence and infidelity are but too well 
demonstrated, may seize upon, and fix our 
attention, by some powerful and sensible 
impression. 

To supply an auxiliary of this nature ; 
simple in its construction ; convenient in its 
form ; intelligible in its design ; easy in its 
use ; clear in its indications ; sure and im- 
mediate in its effect ; by means of which, 
the due correspondence between our minds 
and our years may, at any moment, be 
ascertained, confirmed, or restored ; and by 
that means, any failure in the exercise of 
our agency be presently redressed; the 
scheme of The Bioscope was first ima« 
gined ; and it is now offered, after an expe- 
riment of some years, to the closets and the 
studies of the serious and the wise. It pre- 
tends not to add any thing new to the store 
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of moral instruction, which has l>een so 
richly poured out upon us by the labours of 
those, whom God has raised up, in different 
ages, for lights to guide our course ; it only 
pretends to contribute a meam, and to furnish 
an occasion, for applying that instruction; 
and, as a general regulator, to render 
it easy for the mind, to keep always an even 
and measured pace with the years of life, 
so that it may always find itself at its 
natural post in time, whenever its agency 
shall be called for : in order that, *^ when its 
" Lord Cometh, He may find it watching. 
'' For, blessed are those servants, whom His 
*^ Lord when He cometh shall find so doing : 
^' and if He shall come in the second watch, 
'' or come in the third watch, and find them 

" so, BLESSED are THOSE SERVANTS!'* 

How far these pretensions may be justi- 
fied, must appear from the following Descnjp^ 
tion of the Dial, and explanation of its Use. 



DESCRIPTION 



OF 



THE BIOSCOPE. 



The bioscope is a dial, or scale, consistiag 
of seven-eighths of a circle, and divided 
into seventy degrees, answering to the average 
number of the years of human life; which 
average number, as we have seen, has in 
all ages been set at seventy teabs. 

The seven decimal divisions of the scale, 
which represent the seven decimal divisions 
of life, are characterized by certajn qua^ 
lities, which will be found to belong, pro* 
perly, to some part, or other, of each of 
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those seven divisions or periodsi in ibeit 
order and progress^ viz. 

%. CCriLDHOOD. 
2". VoUTH. 

3. Manhood, 

4. Vigour. 

5. MATuRrrr. 
* 6. -Decline^ 

7. Decat. 

Of the years to which human life may 
attain, over and above the average measure, 
Ho account is taken; for the following 
reasons : 

1. Because it is designed to take a rurle, 
which shall be of the most general appli^ 
cation. 

£. Because no average can he formed of 
that excess: *' Omnium atatum certus est 
'' terminus, senectutis autem nullm certus eH 
" terminus." — ** Every age," says Cicera, 
^ has its certain end, except old age; 
'^ which has no certain^ end." It ii^ there- 
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Soxcr Bfcessary to abide bj the - general 
average. ^ ... 

3. Because, . as the Psalmist pronounces, 
Ihey "are but lalfouar^aiid sprrow;** being 
yery few in number, pacing soon away, 
and most commonly yielding an evident 
proof .of the smallness of their profit. 

4. Because, as Bbhop Taylor observes, 
** very qld. age is but a. longer , sickness ;'* 
or, as Seneca. speaks, " an incurable sick- 
" ness — senectus insanabilis morbus est:** a 
jpiultiplication of the infirmities incident to 
a decaying frame, and therefore rather \o 
be placed to the. account. of death than of 
life ; being, more commonly, a preliminary 
gf the dissolution which constitutes the lat* 
ter, than a true prolongation of the powers 
which are essential to the former. 

^ 5. But, lastly and chiefly, because the 
jnoral effect of the instrument will be most 
isfficaciously shown, by the sensible demon- 
siratkm, that we have outlived the average 
:2neasttre of our lives; and by finding, on 
Ioo]ung upon THB bjoscopE; that we have 
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outlasted its fanctlonsi and haVe no lon^ 
any concern in its indications* 

The space^ between the two extremities 
of the scale^ is marked by eternity ; that 
stupendous stat^ which preceded the 'origin 
of onr being, and which will immediateFf^ 
follow the termination of its present tem- 
porary condition. And the dial b^ins and 
ends upon the verge of eternity, because 
human life begins from efemiiy past, and 
ends in etermty to came. 

From that point, a celestial efiulgence- 
appears to be emitted; and because the 
lightsomeness and glee of infancy displays^ 
so lively and affecting an evidence of the 
divine brightness from which it springs; 
and because we are humbly to hope, atld to 
believe, that the gloom of age will finally 
merge and settle in the same divine bright- 
ness; the rays of that effulgence are repre- 
sented as diffusing their lustre, equally oyer 
the beginning and end of life ; thereby con- 
trasting the clouds, and storms, which m<Nre 
or less attend the middle stage$ of every 
human life. 



THE BIOSCOPE« £7 

Lastly, a moveable index is a&xed, 
which may be directed to any degree 
marked upon the scale. 

To the dial, thas disposed, the name of 
BIOSCOPE has been assigned, as a term 
simply and clearly expressive of its design ; 
being formed from two Greek words, bios, 
Piog, signifying life ; and scopeo, o-mottsu, to 
obierve, or survey. For, as the name of ho- 
B<yscoP£ — ufocMOTTo^, was anciently given 
to a scale, formed to show the nnmber, and 
the progress, of the hours of the day; there 
seemed a strict propriety in calling, by the 
name of bioscope, a scale, designed to 
exhibit the general measure, and progress, of 

THE HUMAN LIFE. 



* Note. Haidooini in FUn. Hist. Nat. ii. c 64. et StBi»h. 
Ln. Gnec. torn. iv. cd. 789. 



THE USE 



OF 



THE BIOSCOPE 



EXPLAINED. 



1. By the use of the Bioscope is meant^ not 
its mechanical use, which is too plain to 
need any explanation, but the moral, and 
practical use, which a regular and continued 
attention to its simple mechanism is abund- 
antly able to afford. And in order to exenv- 
plify that use, and to render it familiarly 
apparent, I shall lay before the reader some 
of the reflections, which a continued ob- 
servation of its indications has already sug- 
gested; leaving it to him to extend and 
multiply them hereafter, by the exercise of 
his own meditation. These tefLecUoiv^ \ 
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shall endeavour to detail, as they have ooea- 
sionally risen in the mind; observipg, at 
the same time, as much order in the ar« 
rangementi as the nature of the subject will 
permit. 

2. And first : If I mistake not, the aispect 
of the dial alone, presented for the first 
time to a mind capable of any serious 
reflection, must awaken some new and unr 
expected sensations. That unfinished circle, 
representing to our view the utmost ave- 
raged measure of time in which we can have 
any personal concern in the affairs of this 
earth; sending the memory back to the 
beginning of life, and the imagination for- 
ward to its termination; exhibiting a dis- 
cernible end, and that end in immediate 
contact with eternity; that aspect, alone, 
must of necessity work a strong effect upon 
any ingenuous and contemplative spirit, even 
before we proceed to consider the parti' 
eular uses to which it may be applied* 
For, 

Should not the dial strike us as we gaze ? 
PoJteDtons as the written tM which struck^ 
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O^er midiiight boiHsy the proad Assyrian pale ? 
like that the dial speaks, fuid points to thbb : 
^ O iCANy thy kingdom is departing from theb \^ 
' Its silent language such; nor need'st thou call 
Thy Magiy to decipher what it means. 

3. But if, from this general sarvey, we 
proceed to direct the index to that par- 
ticular degree upon the scale, which answers 
to the actual year of our awn age, a new, 
and a livelier interest, will be immediately 
awakened; for, in beholding our present 
station on the dial, we instantly, and in the 
same view, discern all the past znA future of 
our earthly being. And although that per- 
ception, to be of any moral effect, must be 
an act of the mind itself, yet we shall be 
sensible, that the mental vision will be very 
powerfully assisted towards that act, by the 
visible figure presented to the sight. 

4. And here we may observe, by the 
way, that in pointing the index, no preva? 
rication can possibly avail us; no temp- 
tation can prompt us to that monstrous an^ 
despicable folly, the concealing ox falsifying 
our true age. For, who would d^xe x^ 
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^r^9^J*P ^IJiaf^.to fi/#r4e. points KjKdae av^l 
|gsjjj^4c^jj^lpvfca,ii»tini|^e koowled^a^ and 
^f&fl^ jffthjxespecttp the QHrfls|>aii4i99 
f^^ ift,,|tJ^e^kiW)wMge;«f;€(>«?ct'Jhene 
ll^^l^orgfoij^j^ e3c«pe fram theantb^it^ 
of truth ; and wheiher we ppioi Ibe^hfiMi 
or not| the eye, both of body and mind, 
must iii0iaiiciydifl€er& the point at iiifln^ 
oiiflfA^ t0 stand. ' •" 

5. From^biir respective stations q|N^ the 
dial/it Will behove us to make all those 
ilutary and momentous obsierv^i^ipiis/ all 
U>se pregnant and various reflectipniiy whic^ 
£6od sense, fidelity of reason, a^d aa en* 
i|htened knowledge of the prospects. c|f 
oiir BLESSED RELIGION, Will abigpd^tljf 

"d/ Lilse a traveller, whQ has gained: sgn^ 
high and commanding stage upon his jour- 
ney, from whence he ir able to' take a 
distinct, review of all the coiintry he has 
#aters^, each of us will be able, a£ the 
conclusion of each year of our lives, 
to look back, from our new^^tion ^it 
Ae dial of life, over the whole road we 



have already jouraeyed ; and to revive in 
our recollectiodSi by meanft of the chaia of 
poiDts which we discerif ia the distance, 
a thousand instructive impressions, which 
might otherwise have escaped the most 
active efforts of the memory. 

Such comprebeosive views the spirit takes. 
That in a few short moments we retrace, 
(As in a map the voyager his coarse,) 
The winding of Oar way throagh many years. 

7* From the division of the scale which 
we have just completed, we shall naturally 
direct a curious eye forward, over the un- 
known and unexplored track, which lies 
immediately before us; and in which we 
must advance, without the smallest pause 
pr delay. But here, 

■ ■ How dim our eye ! 
The present moment terminates our sight, 
Clouds, thick as those on doomsday, drown the 
neit! 

In this prospective view, all that we can 
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is tbe ^i^Mipe aveeage iktamm 
ttivMlbiiE^ ^Tf ion M^mice ; ererj inl^twr^ 
fli^^ o]>ject being totally eowc^U^ ffom 

: 8»i Biil» thcnifhi) ^f» lire alw^jTB .abl^ to 
discern^ very didincdj, . tbe grettt limilirv 
osark which closes the common-road of life ; 
yet, oar own indiridual progress may^ be 
interruptedi and arrested, at any one of the 
lotermediate points ; and if that should be 
oiUF case, we shall then be brought, by a 
aii4dea.'and immediate travenef ..to that 
same. great boundary of the scale^ namely, 
jKTsai^JTT^ For, 

Bj Faie's ihViolaUe oatli is sworn, 
*'" I>eep silencse #bere etxbi^itt begifts. 

g. Thus the Bioscope divides itself int# 
two parts ; answering to the time past, and 
the time future, of life; which parts are 
idways varying their proportions, because 
4hey are always divided by the moveable and 
adtaiuAng index : whilst the moveable index 
Mi^lf Hspres^dts that constantly fleeting iid^ 



pi^^on n^di wc» d^ iMiTi aft vf'hicb altet 
cio^islis tte iriode^ time dint fimtpuifitAf 
h&e^li&ipimma. ' ' '-■• *. .■\-<\ ■ .-j.* 

10. Of these three times of earthly 'eximi 
eiice, it If: absoltitdjr reqaitite i thftt^ w» 
should forvi a tfte $»id just estimatia. v) >> 

1 ] , '^ Life/' observed Saiet^^ f ia ^iviuM 
^.iiiitidiiyififelMes; that vriiichiitf^hat wbiieh 
^^ ivui, '«Dd that which mdUibe^v^ Ofii ttfoM^ 
'^^the shortest lis preaeni tiine; k^isjkicbid 
^ »6 shorty that it hat appealed toi? bcmm 
^^ persons to have no existence at^alL'P^ 
'< it' is in continual passage^ ^ it almost 
^V ceases to be before we- are well awai^ 
<' that it is ; so that .we at all times, rather 
'^ perceiye it ta baegone, than, wte at any time 
** discern it ^0 go/' Hence we ^nay reason- 
ably a&m^ that /' frtsad timt h -no other 
ff thaa.iheji0rpeti/aJ ptmage of ft^re time 
^ into past 4^ 

"^ Ifi. Shorty however, and fleeting as thfe^ 
particIev<o£t tim<e is whicb we call na^^M^ 
wbidi alose constktttigs present timei U« i$ 
the ptily mode of time of which we can 
midce atHf real and positive ,n$e. All qksx 
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ei!(dixiriiyg^ llapfAness, nil tlse fiit^te^dlj^tS 
of 'b^t ^Ofiej ^eiy prosp«5t of fitttfl ^^n- 
sdMioft'and repose, depend nb^oliiteiy; foi^ 
tif^ "* QHkxufte realissatioOy upOA tte ^se 
ire 'utMll hate made of these fleeting )mr- 
t\6\^ ; tbe stiiir total of mhkAk, mtiftK eom- 
pose^the record of dur lives- i - • 7 

' ld« Upon i;irhfcb^accoHnt, the same^^d 
heatbeii, jeakkis of 4iis property in tbrm^ 
was^ ledito make this iiDpre8shr€ remiyrk.' 
^ T am* Always astonished/ when T^e^ 
*' people ^a8kiIlg others to gtvcj th^m^^^p' 
**" their timie ; and wlien I see those who 'we^ 
^' asked; so complaisant a» to bestow it.' 
** Both parties consider only the ob}eist for 
''which the time is asked'; neither of them 
''^ pays any regard to tke time itself: jast as- 
''if notUiig had been^tisked, und aaif !»- 
^^ thing had been granted. Thqr are thiis^ 
"deceived concerning the most prepQus" 
" article of lif^^, merely because it is inccM:- 
*^ porea}, tod imperceptible to sense; 'Qfnd 
"upon that account they imagine it to. be 
'5 a very cheap commodity, or rather/ an 
'f .article totally destitute of value. Whereas^ 



^ItifM^py^cffl^ coidd bring before hi^ vievy:, 
^r^ib/e liFbole measure of bi& reipaiiuiig y^i*s[|, 
'^o^itJi<a» much certainty a» he can tjn^.. 
'^ cf U^ years which are akeady past^ l^o?f 
'^T woidcl tb^t man tremble, who should 
<^;«ee h^t^ few of them reniaiaiag? How. 
<' prudent, how sparing of them, would be 
'^,:|hen. become? It is .aa easy, matter, to 
^ ^eieiooomise aud maoiage aay thing of^ 
^' iwbicb the quantity is known ^d deterr-, 
<<>^iuedi be that quantity ever so small; 
'' but with what care and circumspection 
-^ tHight ibat to be husbanded, which, .we 
** know not how £oon, may suddenly fail us 
<* jiltogelfeer!! . 

14. ff No oae can give you back your 
^rjima. iiifewiU, still travel on, towards 
'< Shei'poiat to which it first began to gOi 
^^. It will glide forward, silently and impei"* 
'<ff etpdbjiy, without giving you any warning 
'< ;of its vdocity* WhUst you are b»sie^^ it 
'tspe^ds away; until death at length ar-. 
'^sa^ives,^ to which, whether you will cofj^ipt^ 
^'.:yoii must needs submit," 
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'■''■ is. Theie reflections of the Roman mo* 

'ndist^ on th^ infinite ' value of prsieyif Hme, 

are thas corroborated by onr own great 

moccdist^ ^ Life is continually ravaged 

^* by invaders; one. steals mhomr nnd 

'' another a. day. ' One eonceala .the* rob* 

" bery by hurrying us ipto business, an- 

/^ other by lulling us with amusement. 

*^ The depredation is continued. through a 

^thousand vioissitudes of lumukand tran- 

^ i{«Mllity ; *tiU> havmg lost all^^we <:an lose 

'^nomi^e. . / ' 

' 'l&tf ^^ Time ought, above all other jkinds 

.^ of p^perty> to be froe from invasion ; 

^ and yet there is no man who:<does not 

! ^ elaim ttie power of wasting that time 

^ ^bieh is the right of others.?; An Italian 

-^philosopber expressed in his motto^ that 

^ * tiMB ttJa« AtV BSTiCTB :' an £staie>'in- 

'' 'deed> which will produce nothing without 

'"* cultivation; but which will abundantly 

' '' '^iTepay the labours of industry, sand-satisfy 

n; n<r.^^ ntost ^extensive desires,, if . no? part 

" of it be suffered to lie waste by ne*i 
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!ff^^igeB0t, to he 4>ver-nui Vfitlba ooxioas 
*^ plMll«> ov laid out fov «bow r^j^i^^tban 
V' foriuse.'V 

All sensual man, becatise nntouchM, oaseeoy ~ 
• H^'Uoks On fifffe as not Atag.*<-**-« 

O Time \ than gold mOre sacred ; mora a load ^ ^ 
Than lead to. fools, and foola reputed wise ! . ■ / 
What moment granted man without .accoofit ? ,^ • 
What years are s^ uandered^ ^isdom's del^t unpaid ? 

17. All these itDportanti^ths are bromgiit 
itito sensible demonstfaiiOttiUpoB the liial 
of THE BioscoPB ; and are easily reducible 
from thtDde, intothe common practice|>f life. 
3Por/let anytme but peraist, for som^ length 
bf time, in a familiar and daily iiitiercoorse 
with this dial/ having . the index 'ahrayis 

■ • ■ • 

|xiihted to the number of the actual ^foar of 
his Kfe ; and it will be ttoraUy impCMSsibl^, 
that his mind should not contract some 
HMts lof Teflectioh updb the natiirel and 
V^lue of time V most salutary. for the future 
disposal at his Kfe, and^oir regulatiog the 
eorrespondence between his thoughts and 
his years. • • - 
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BicMMDop^^ \ye )iUaU be lesieued. frp^^ JU^^^i. 
alm^^st.uaiversali and peraicious^ dec«pj^9% 
wtiiich seduces us to regard life .a^ one oour^ 
tinued NpW| or presc^nt n^pi^epi^ iu^^Qltel^. ^ , 

ext0Qded« JTbi&.is the ^ranft ,illtt?io©i;,b^ r 

wliich our minds first become ,disuoiled . 

■ ■•".■ •. ' • ■ . ■ • » J-. ■ 

from our years. 

19. Under, t^i? illusion, whiqh refiecr^i^ 
tiqn .^d^pm^. Gpfucis forward to dissipate^ < 
and whicl^ t^be. objects and incidents^pf q« 
the^ worl4 pop3pire so. artfully to cbedsb^ 
we, ^^d^ through the greater pa?t pf 
life, without being at all sensible o^ its , 
advance { and without being prompted tp 
lemfurk, the change, which is contini|ally 
taking place, in our relative, position. , 
between the two opposite extrem^^ of:, 
life, 

iSa. Our feelings, our tast^, our in^if ^, 
nations, our passions, continuing n^ai^Iy o^ , . 
par during the greater part of that period 
of time, we are ^pt to suppose onrs^ves , ii^ 
enay respect the same individuals ;vaQd so r;^^^^ 










ir^' Biri&, hi every iNMJiifecir^feicem 
^ Wft^toftime. But that/ttfifortun^tely, M^^ 
a itekpi^wfaicli alters add determtii^s t^e/ 
whole. ' Fovsiiiee life sigDiiBe^ nbtliibg flse 
th^ d timSied qudnHty of tinie, itV^ are'''^ 
vei^diffl^remrt individuals iQ rekpect of time^ 
in eVeiry sueceeditig' stage of obr ptogressi 
we are very different individuals ip 'that 
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whibh constitutes btir pifeseiit temporal ek^ 
istefibe* Aud unless' tie mind is vigilant'''^ 
to teaatirk that progressi it will reniain . 
stationary, while 1%^ years proceed. And' 
the inevitable Consequence must be, fifit, ^ 
dimniohj and afterwards, a continually in-^! 
creasing t&i^c€ and dfispdfiVy, between the' 
twck It is/ thereibre/ of the last import^ ' 
aoce/ l&at we should constantly keep "^^ in'' , 
our view that governing cirbiimsuince of ^ 
our present being, under all its stages &Qd/ 
modifications; and never suffer it to eludcT 
our 'attention. 

21. This, tHE sroscopE will cotistrain 
us to do, in the most imperative manner; 
i^nd> by that means; will diispel the iltusioii 
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4t TBB vtctceTM^^iofLJavmn: 

wbieh^has been poiotedxinij fHhm long fand 
uniforBi nowj (suggested by tbe x^ntiaiiity 
of sensible impressions^ or, more properly, 
arisingout of onr inattention. to ) the sue- 
(treSston of tbose impressions^) ^wbich life 
appears to be, will beeome analyzed, and 
divided into its constituent parts ; by an 
habitual attention to the scale, by its fre- 
quent inspection, and- by its annual rectifica- 
tion. And, as the snbdivisioiy of anr unity 
inf6 its fractional parts, i^ a i^rt' of- multi^ 
plication ; so, by reducing the general now 
of life into its component and successive 
particles of time, we shall multiply mea« 
sures of time to our thought and appre« 
hension ; and, by that meftiife, render our- 
j^elves experinientally richer^ in*-tbe ^tnost 
Valuable species of property, wWch our 
prcfsent being is capable of acquiring. For, 
time well employed, i% secured; time wasted, 
is lost, 

22. Again we shall learn from it, both how 
to estimate, and bow to economise, the rapid 
enrrent of time; aijfd ho\ic to avail ourselves 
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^Ae mkale ff^^deh mceeaUng ytwri ^4^ is 

' Vht warning ikdex, as it measores life, V 
v' Itlifc'feaembles^looi life speeds away 

Trom point to pcunt, tho* seexaiDg to stand atilL 
. ,. .T^.ougLQiog. fugKive is swift l^y stefUh. 

Too subtle is the movement to be seen. 

Yet soon man's hour is up^ and we are gone. 

Keason should judge in all ; in tleason's eye. 

That sedentaiy index travels hard. 

But such our gravitation to -the wrong) 
\ > . / .Sofirone.our hearts to whisper what we wish, 
^ '1^ later with the wise than he's aware ; 

And all mankind mistake their time of day. 

E'en age itself.-^^ gentle life's descent. 

We shot our eyes, and think it is a plain. 

S3. A^ each succeeding year, by icausjng 
Hbe index to advaDce, contipually changes 
the rels^ive divisions of the scale; tba( ia 
U>;9Afi tbf measures of time paU^ and time 
|# wme; an intimacy contracted with Jthe 
iasdrnment will render us habitually |nind« 
ft^>^at a year is. ac|;ually passing oyer us, 
wbich we must soon mark; and, fr(>m,olv> 
%et^\si^.xSix^ lattifr division pf the dial to be 



^oMlsAantly atid gradoally decretuk^ k miH 
h0iMpos%\blQ that a temper of i^uddti ttfiid 
Sv^umspection should not by degjhe^ be 
fbtmdd^ and at length finally £stabli0lied> 

n\£4. l%ati€»tst&/ed(»9toitsfriiftoii, ofthi^coii^' 
tiiMral decrease of the forward diyision o^ 
the dialy must of itself impress us with a 
perfect conviction, that our persomd itUere^ 
in the range of li£e decreases exactly in the 
fame proportion. And whoenrer hiM once- 
received in his mind the impression of that 
great truth, will regulate by it the ardour of 
his affections, and the sallies of his imagi- 
nation, with respect to all objects, whose 
importance is wholly confined within the 
limits of this temporal life. For who, that 
had once felt the full force of that octdar 
demonstration, will suffer himself to cherish 
dispioportioned affections for the objects of 
this ' failing life, when he sees^ that the 
index of bis years has told <iut the greater 
nunber; and that it is now drawing bis atten^ : 
tipiitDwards that terminating pomt, wfaereit 

V 



imtjgeejsMurl]^ close iuJimcliontri^Mh^ 
4MI bast fiorsevered for any length: of liiM 
ht: habits -ti familiarity with this ^sA, . aod 
^bose index is Teering towards itaead^ trait 
adhere to the perishing objects of life witk 
tlm^. sime eager tenacity that he did at *^n 
6aflieir;peEk>d; which probably was then 
lepnehensible^ although it might be called; 
natar^; but whidi is isow become positivelj^f 
reproachful, aud ought therefore to bovre^i 
garded as uDBatural ? -^^--km 

A soul immortal, spending all her fires — 
Thrown into tumult, raptur'd or alarmed, 
"At aught this scene can threaten or indulge, 
' Hesembles ocean into tempest wroiighl, ^ -^ 

lb maft a feather, at to dreum a fly! • . * 

S5; But as much as it is necessary tet:^ 
watch over, and to estimate correctly^ thfei 
seTeral fartz of temporal Uftfin relation to*') 
its whole average measure, so mach alio itislt 
necessary to estimate, with equal correotnes%t^ 
that whole average measure, in relation totha-i 
BTE&NITY (f duration which is to^ suoeted^r 
in order that, while we are taking cat^ wot 
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tm^ut^tr^9k$K!^tlm parity wje ^nsy. not cbe 

' ^96. ^"^Maa/Naays^amemioeBl maibudameA 
writer - '^ 41 a tteattere designed . for tW9 ^f^ 
^ fewnt tt^kkBtnibm^'Ot nther twa difr 
^ ferent livei'^* 'Hit fir s)^ i« siicurt and tras^« 
^' sienty bis seomdi permanent and lasting. 
^ The question we aie all concerned iii 
** is this, in which of these two lives is^; it 
** oar chief interest to^ makei ourselires 
" happy ?— Every man, upon the first hear- 
^ ing of t'his question, knows very well 
'^ which side of it he ought to close with. 
" But, however right we are in theory, it is 
** plain that in practice we adhere to the 
^ wrong side of the question: we make 
^ provisions for this Hfe, as though it were 
'f Qever to have an end, and for the other 
^ life, as though it were never to have a 
" beginnidg. 

fi7. ** Should a spirit of superior rank, 
** who is a Btraager to human nature, acci-* 
^ dentally light upon 4he ^rth, and take 
^ a survey of its inhabiOiiits, i«tUit "would 



'.^tiiis. .jftotH>iis f of ».i»e^ WmM miltishm 
?< tfamb^ that: v# «r0: a species ofi faetogt* 
'^fllade 'fori qy lie different enA$ ud ppfe 
9^post» tbtti :i^»t w^ leaUy are? .M«sCllot 
^^i ibe imagin^f :th^ -wte were * placed ip : |bt» 
^^jtrarldrtoigeirtcbea.aod hoDeiiri > Would 
'^ioot ke^ tbinky tbat it was par dutj to tpii 
'^^aftcsf} weaitb^ aad: statioti^ and tiiAe i ;^ayy 
'^iw^idd Dot.iie Jbelieve^ we were forbiddes 
'frpovertj by tbreatt of eternal pnuiislimeiit^ 
'fsatidi enjoittecfc to piirftae oui^ pjeasarea 
'^i^imder paiikofxdfimBiitioii i He would ieer-^ 
^•teinly imetgym, that, yre were inflaepoed 
<^:i by a iK})eaie>ikf dutii^s .quite opposite : to 
^rdiosewiiialfi.are indeed pi^escribed to ii»^ 
^;And tttily> aoQorcy^g^la.sucb an imagMpa*' 
l^>lton^ be; mostr oondyade,. tbat we ^e a 
<< species of the most.6bedieot or^ajturfrs.ift 
'^ the onii^erse^ithat'we.areeoasiaQt to. our 
^ dnty^; and that we keep ;ia .steady eye on 
^' the end for which we were sent hiUier# 

£ft. <'fiat bow great would be bis asto- 
^ fltshmem^ wh^o Jie leamedy that we .were 
^^ beings not designed to exist in tbi^ world 

^ above THBEJP|C<(lt$9i.AV]XT£N.YEAli«\^M 
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^^^fUt ftbdtt «v«ft'of'tbki i^t Hbir WoUd 
^'bit be i0tt ilk horfO)^ add ^mi rtiiioii> wheii 
^ be «hidiliM ktlbw^ tbat this set of eMitores, 
^ »wb6 by otsit all their endea^nnlrs for this 
^ J}fe,-wbieh' sdaitse desertes^ the mane 6t 
^^«icilAejiee^Wfaen, I say, be sbduU know, 
^' that this 'Set' of creatuiies are to exist to 
^ «//«(m»ff^iiianotbet life, forwhieb they 
^ isake no pteparation? Nothing can be 
^' at greater disgrace to reason, than that 
f^>4lien^ wh6-are persuaded of these two dif" 
*^ ferent states of being, should be [^erpe- 
^\taa}ty employed in providing for a life 
f^ : of threescore and ten years ; and neglecting 
^ to make p^vision for that, which, after 
'< many myriads of yearSf will still be new, 
*^ and stall beginnmg^" - 
;/=^w To discipline the mind, and to arm it 
agaipst the illusion of this ^ror, it will be 
advisable to exercise ii, frequently^ in con*' 
templating large measures of time; mea- 
sures, in which the utmost extent of buman 

♦ Spcctat8fr,Ko.5yd. 



^^^Qttfyelf Ae ^bole oompass- of ttme/^^ nys 
^i^ieoa,: ^loid eadeaYour to contemplatfe it 
4^4n 4tftr SNT|KBN'E99- Then, compam with 
^i$it.tiiat whidi vfec931 human JifSf jurd yott 
^m'M W' sensible how id»oit that-isy /virUdi 
f6!«o wi^ engages our eon^em/' • > ^ . 

30. It will be, of tbe> utmost hetk^t^ to 
acfmytoin the mind to retrace there^ola- 
|«bns of nges; and the dmratiobs of et&pir^iy 
4M»te9> and dynasties; to conteaipiate iInk 
iPMSures of the difiWent dispensatifons^^^ 
fidb^sion^y iisttbeiip ord^and succession 'i^md, 
above all, to pursue the sublime and mag- 
nificent prospeets. which are laid o^e.w \.q 

E 
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pur expectationSy and which are now rapidly 
advancing towards our experience, in the 
fields of PRpPBsW. It w^il be salutary, to 
exercise it> in j£hoa9 chronological Compu- 
tations, whieh.' <^\subjoined to this work ; 
to look- down. th(e years of this present 
century, whose chronological characters are 
there assigned ; .and to reflect, that there is 
not one of those who how read this book, 
whp will not have been called to account 
for his agency, long before the indications 
of that table shall be exhausted. 

31. It will be of the^greatest service also 
to remark, how' many lives of men we 
unconcernedly turn over, in a very few 
pages, in many parts of history ; lives which, 
in their time, were as much animated with 
interest, crowded with incident, and tardy 
in their progress, as ours may now seem to 
be. To make ourselves dwell upon ^om% 
one life, of which a connected record sub- 
sists, and on the particulars of which we 
may be disposed to enter with minute con- 
cern; to identify ourselves with the iridi- 
ividual ^ to live his life over i^gaiu with 
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liim ; to follow him^ step by step^p through 
all his passages aad yicissitudeai to the 
closing scene of death; and then^ to con- 
template him, in his state of separation 
from life« Perhaps few such opportunities 
for this ^tter practice are afforded, as that, 
which is to be found in the long epistolary 
life, of the much admired> and highly esti'^ 
mable, Madame deiSey]gn6. 

32. From such morsd warnings, which 
may be abundantly collected from the stores 
of chronology and biography^ we shall ac- 
quire at length a clear discernment, th^t 
the value of human life cannot consist in 
anjf yiumber of years; however much thait 
number may surpass the average measure dP 
life: the greatest attainable number aerv*- 
ing only to demonstrate, with stronger evir 
denee, how low and trivial in lvalue human 
life isf, if it be estimated only by a rule of 
time, its value, therefore, cannot consist in 
time itself. 

'" S3. Now, that value consists* not in time 
itself, hut in the prod^eHve^iess of time to an 
end. So thaty uiiless we take' that end VciX^ 
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the account along with time; and unless w6 
suppose the time of human life to be actually 
productive of that end, no real value can pos* 
sibly attach upon any measure of human 
life; since its utmost attainable length in 
years will be always in direct opposition to 
the natural tendency of man's desires, and 
to the nature of his noblest endowments. 

life has no value as an end, bat mean$ ; 
An eadf deplorable; a meansy divine.* 

34. What then is the criterion^ by which 
we <are to judge of the value of human lile ? 
I answer, the end which it yields.^ And 
where is that end to be found i At the end 
and termination of its course. From whence 
it will follow, that the true value of human 
life consists in the result which it shall be 
foand to yield, when it shall be completed^ 

35. And this is so obviously true, even 
upon the most general principles, as to 
have been solemnly taught and inculcated 
even by the heathen philosophers. '* Fita 
^* nee bonum nee malum est, boni ac mali}ocus 
-y est,^^lA{eP says Seneda, " is neither a 
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good jnor an evil in itself, it is only the 
** place where the qualities of good aiid evil 
'' are acquired." — ^* Nihil ad rem r^ert, quo 
^' looo deiinas ; tantum bonam clausulam 
** impone. — It is of no consequence/' says 
he, ''in what part of that place you stop, 
^' only secure to yoj/Lrnelf a good eonclution/* 
Wherefore. Aristotle's rule may he wiell 
applied here : '' Ihe end ought to be 
** more an bbject of ourtegard, than that 
f* which is only instrtiniental to the end." 
Which axiom is but the echo of that more 
ancient dictate of wisdom; " Better is 
'' the end of a thing, than the beginning 
'' thereof*." 

56. When Solon, the Athenian' legis- 
lator, visited the court of Croesus, kingW 
-Lydia, who was then in the meridian of bis 
splepdour and prosperity; the king caused 
all the royal treasuries to be laid open to 
his insp^tipn. After Solon had been made 
to observe all their contents, Croesus de- 
manded of him, who was the happiest man 

• Ecdenastes, viL S; 



that be ever yettiad kdaWn I 'Anticipating/ 
wtiiif^ delight/ tfae gratificatioli ^ bearitig 
Solbii- besr testtOKMiy to his own pieremi- 
nehl felicity; Solon, umnoTed bj the Lyr^ 
dtan treamireff, 6r hj the mamfest emottoa 
of 'the king, replied, ** that ;tbe bappi«jt 
'' man he bad ever known wi» one TeUos, 



*' an Athenian.*^^ .CroesuR^ disappointed attd 
aftbnished at the reply, inqoired of Solon, 
^' Why fae^eftteemed^'Tellaa to be the hap- 
" piesl man ? *'— p. « Becanae,'^ . said Soloo, 
^^helmd Tinnous children, iand lived to 9ee 
''their children flourish ; and while heiW^ 
''^in ^e enjoyment of that felicity,, be. died 
*^ un honourable death/* CrGBSus.tben- in- 
qnired, -who Solon regarded oaa the next 
happiest mari? not doubting" but that the 
next place would be asfigned to himself. 
'' The brothers, Cleobis aoid fiito,'' refuted 
Sblon ; '' because their eircamstaaces were 
'* eaiyj they enjoyed ; great bodily heallb 
''-and i^igour, «o tut to gain, th^ vprizes 
ff~in the games; and while they, weie 
^' ill the act of manifesting an inustrioos 
^'example of filial, duty, thqr weise and- 



^^ denljr removed by a bk$ted death: \n-^ 
^' frbich tbe Beity evidently phowed, hoWr- 
'^much more excellent death is than Ufe.'':^ 
Croesusy etiraged at this diacourse^ ex-;>, 
claimed t ^VQ Atheman! dost thou then: 
** set my happiness so low, as, to bear com^-. 
*' parison with that of common. Oien r\ , : ^ 

37. To which Solon replied: " O kiij^! 
^, tboa demandest mj opinion .conceming^ 
*^ Jimntm life; and how conXtnatce tbfO) 
" 'my other answ«r, who am so w^ ^w^re,> 
*' ' Aat the Deity often interrnfits the gFea^t> 
^'whappiness of mortals? In the course of a 
'^ long life, we m^ust of necessity wUnesr 
'' and suffer many things contrary to ovr> 
'^^wiflihes. I set the longest life of m%o fat*:, 
"seventy veabs; which seventy yi^sri 
^ contain twenty^ ve thof^iuid ftva hiufrrK 
'^ dred aod fifty days, ^w, qf tb^e» 
'' twenty^&ve thousand five hundred ^Md^: 
^* fifty days, making together sEV^ifiETi> 
'VY£A|ts> thou wilt not find oner that wjll> 
'* produce exactly the same; re§ultj^ l|n-> 
^ otber. Thou must therefore acknowledge,^ 
^^ that man is liable to a^tbgusaod y^ie|i<^ 



>v 
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^ and casualties. Thoa art now, indeed, 
^^4nost powerfnl and rich ; and king over a 
^' nnmerbus people. Yet, with respect t0 
'^ that which thou demandedst of me, I caia 
^ give no answer, until I shall have known 
** that thou hast ended thy life in happiness. 
** For he who hai great riches, is not hap- 
'' pier than he who has only sufficient* 
'' unless the same prosperity attends him to 
'' the end of his career. If, to all thy present 
*^ prasperity, thou shalt add An happy death, 
'^ then art thou indeed he after whom thou 
^ inquirest; the man who^ may truly be 
^ pronounced happy, Until> however, a 
'* man shall have reached his end, suspend 
'^ thy judgment; call him fortunate, but do 
** not jret venture to pronounce him happy. 
^ He wfaio unites the most nnmctfous mean^ 
^^ of happiness; who retains them to the 
*^ end ; imd who then departs Jram Itfe tranr 
'' qidlty, is alone entitled, in my estimation, 
'' to be pronounced happy. It is dierefore 
** necessary that we should wait the end 
** rf things, and observe their final issues.*^ 
How the truth of Solon's argument was 
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proved to Croesus, I shall not relate here, 
since it is known to every reader of ancient 
history; 

38. If, upon this narrow ground of heathen 
argument, the proposition is undeniably true, 
tfaata life must 'be eitcJed before we can pro- 
nounce positively of its value; how power- 
ful and how awful does' that propositibn 
become, when it is placed upon Christian 
ground, with all the secrets of etemf ty laid 
open, in evidence of its truth ? What Chris- 
tian is there who needs to be taught, that 
the real value of his life cahdot be tdcen 
until his death? And that, not merely with 
reference to the retrospect of what he hits 
ejpperieneed, hut with reference also to the 
prospect, of that which he shall thereafter 
estperiehce throughout eternal ages? The 
truth of the proposition, therefore, requires 
no enforcement; neither that orijer which 
is so intimately connected with it ; thait the 
value of life does not, in any degree, cbn^st 
in quantity of years. It is in the productvoe^ 
neuxif'the tikie is^e live, (whatever be its 
quantity,) to '^m end of vdhuy N^ViveVi alom 
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sets a value upon the time we Uve: That end 
of ^alue is assurance of eternal happitiess; 
and e:oery measure of life^ which can pvodncd ' 
that assarance^ is e^ruo//^ via/utfftfe. 
}■ S9* And here is a proper pUoe foir- lao^ ' 
ticing an efS^rt which has beea lately ihsA^ 
under the title of " the Macrobiotic Ari; ^> 
Art 0f proldng^g Iil^/^ to attach a valtie 
ii{K>ti the time^ or quantity ofUfty considered 

■4a. « The tills of mortality,*' we are told, 
"convey sdm« of the most important in-' 
** stitrctions ; by means of ascertwiing the ; 
^^ LAW, which governs the waste of human 
^^ life.** Most interesting, indeed, would the ^^ 
discovery of that great law be tfe the human 
race; But what are tho&e "important in-^ 
" structions,** which the teacher would 
deduce from the supposed- discovery of 
that mysterious law ?—" Tb« vahie of An-- 
♦' nuHieSy dependent on the continuance of ^ 
" any lives, or any survivorship between • 
" them/* Doubtless, this is an object, of a 
certaiii relative importance to somie par- ■ 
tieular temporal circumstances of social ! 



< 
Dfel )|0I ^hm we irlew it in comparison 

^illl thAl9€Q9e of ab9Qlute mporiancey which 
tb^v^li^gatioa of ^^ the law whiph governs the 
^' wa^e of Aniqon /ffe/' natttrally and imme« 
dial^Iy awalcens ^n tbe mind, how little and 
hjB^W Jkidicr4iKia dio^s its assom^ solemnity 
•af^ear^l. ; ",uv 
^y^%y-No strpQgejr groQQd could be laid fot 
t||^ qap^t pi'oy^eot ai^ e^tensi^^ measures 
of final and eternal security, than a well 
cc^;^eredvYiew of tb,e great '' law which 
^^gov^Hs^wagt^ of human Ufe;" and 
yi^iiit ^ppei^s, that ibis sovereign law is 
c^ipi^piplated in such a manner, as to fix 
an^.^tomb tbe mind within the narrowest 
limjt^; of that e;Ktefisive '' waste/* A new 
Av^f^g^ is nought fojT the length of bumaa 
li|ief>r8^tting at naught the common agree-r 
li;ent,of mankind, ia /all ages, and holding 
oj^^ Y^ia^nd pemipious encouragement to 
^<V^l^rf^^h by fallaciously extending that 
^:^^fjl^yJxom SBVKNTY, to upwards of ^ 
^I0||;rf; years ; a . vast impor^nce is at- 
^ ta^^die^lp thalt.smaU extension of the lattef ^ 
V^M lye ibey9»4 ,«! jancicoit as^^^^V^ 
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and thence has arisen a presumptiions and 
spurious art^' professing to ^^ prohng life^* 
beyond its averaged term. 

42. And what is held forth to Irs, as the 
attractive object arid end of tfkBt art i It is 
this I *^ That if any person, possessed of a 
'' plain but sound understanding, and whose 
** health is not materially injured, will car^- 
'' fully peruse its pages, and will apply the 
** facts therein contained to his own pair- 
" ticular life, occasionally calling in: the 
'' assistance of an enlightened medical 
^* friend, when any important alteration 
'' takes place in his constitution or bodily 
'* functions, he can hardly fail-^to :do 
*' what?)— to add fnmi ten to twenty^ or 
" even thirty jeats, to his tomfortabk ex- 
« istence.*^ .r 

43. And in order to inspire an ambition 
for penetrating so fkr into thos^ mtAty 
regions of oiir nature, a portrait is presented 
of two aged objects, who are in the acbial 
possession of ^11 the privileges attainable in 
that northern pole of life ; who hav« doubled 
tfa^ir common average of years; aad #ho 



hinre therefore IvffiA into gen^imUQm, which 
can eiBteriaia for them. ih> other s^timent 
thaii those which we ourselves eotertaio^ at 
tiue sight of Blone-heoge^ or the mammouth. 
44.) Hpw humiliating to human nature 
are the fNreten^ioilB of such an art! How 
aeveve a c^nn^ire do^s it se^m to imply, 
both on the promises and encouragements 
of the Gospel^ and on the ethical philo- 
sophy of the best and wisest of the hea- 
liient ! The preservation of health, is doubt- 
less a reasonaUe and becpming object of 
<mr caie; because we can neither discharge 
Ottir 'duties weU, n<^r J^el the.fair gratifi- 
catiiHfiis- of life, wishiout the comfort of 
' heajltb« In taking (pare of cfur health, there-' 
fore^ We take qare to janaintain pur bodily 
powers in the best condition, for dischar- 
ging, the. dnti^ of our : stations; and for 
relisbing the variow satisfactions we are 
bountifally permitted to enjoy, as a conse- 
quence, of that discharge. And this is the 
only legitimate^ aitd worthy motive, for striv- 
ing to preserve health. A prolongation of 
Bie, is a very probi^le, and a n^x^ qi^vc^^ 
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consequence of health so ipreserved ; thongfa 
ft is very far fnpm b^ing a certaid, and a 
necessary consei^jtt^fice ; because, "the law* 
■^ which really goyerds the waste of humaa 
* life," is' beyond the reach of all human 
scrutiny : as the numerous apparent casual^ 
ties, by which we daily see it abridged in 
the full triumph of health and youth, mosC 
clearly and irresistibly demonstrate. 

45. But, to propose " the prolor^aiion of 
" life, for ten, tiventy, or even thirty years 
". beyond the average of siavEiJTY years,*' 
as, in itself, the proper object of a» art ; to 
lay it down as an axiom", that the attain- 
ment of a very long life is, in itself, a good;^ 
and an end Worthy to govern the thoughts' 
and desires of a reasonable man; (when all 
that we can enumerate of life, whether long^ 
*. ^ or' short, must necessarily be past\and ex- 
pired, before it is enumerated ;) is the most 
melancholy speculation that has yet shown 
itSw^f to the world; and an affront to aU 
those high prerogatives, which are awaiting 
US at the exit from life; ^he' importance 
ibn$ given to an object, which has been 
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tllways rated at so very different a^ value by 
the wisest and the l^st of meoy in .all ages^ 
and under every degree y of illumination, 
forms an epocba in the history of the human 
mind ; and seems to mark a tropical pointy 
fVpm^ whence its energies may begin to 
retrograde from that forward tendency which 
it has hitherto maintained since the origin 
of man^.and to recoil back into the gulf 
and yprtex of this transient and perishable 
world. 

. 46. What should we thiuk of a youih'^ 
and if there is either sense or virtue in the 
art^ it ought to be applied when the spripgs 
of life are. soundest — ^What should, we think 
6{ a youth, who should^ in the imallest degree, 
<^are to govern his view of life by (that 
which jsthe avowed object of the Macro*- 
hiotic art) the prospect of adding *^ ten, 
^V tweniyy or even thirty years^ of comfortable 
*' existence, to the end of his seventieth y ear f^ 
Lj^ sDch.a one not court a dangerous duty^ 
'uppp the fields oi: waves of glory; let him 
not labour for his country's weal at the. 
helpirof ppwer j for, alas! we too w^lltaiwj y 



^y* tPj9(m ^'^^..wW <>».ly;R'<«^fl^«niS 

S»8^#<Wft ¥fJ", -Nfiitbaf let hjoi^p^ 
^mhii^J «WWcip»tH»g 4be^pi^ef jjf ^f^ 

?ilttlM»'?^ V »? < >t »Jl. e«>eeox^<« those j^^ 
of artificial superaonuatioa. . i,. j„ .-..li- .,5 
47. Let then the spurious union be broken^ 
between care/or heaUk, and ctiiicUty'flr^iife. 
Let th^ iTornier be regarded as aapbiect of 
maply and rational concern, for tbf.jJM^ter 
performance o£ our o^versd .eng^geneuti in 
life ; imt let the latter be discarded^^atf an 
object of ^pursuit low and mrworthyj of- 
fensive 19 the 1>e8t sentiments of man/'i^ven 
in an heathen state; and irreconcilable 
with every thought and hope, which should 
f|[{i;(n the temper of a Christiaj^ mtofji^ Let 
,1^^, ^ps Godjp that when . lie wa^ ^ pJloa^ed 
ti^ pass sentence of mortality. uppp^^inan, 
and to doom him to the ta$k oi JahQqsing 
^f^jc hi^ daily bread, He didnq^ tmpostp :upoa 
^^Ipi^ the. additional task, of. iai<^¥^Vg^^ 
jjk.jf'ttle more old age. That when dt^oline 
jf^d^cay beciame the.geQ^r4 d^^J ^^ 
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tsuin; thi" divine mercy permitted htm to 
look forward, with serenity and comfort, tO 
the tetin of his dissolutron, as a deUteraooe 
libm increasing afflictions and infirmide^i 
ihstetd of obligmg him to prolong bisen^ 
dttrahce of those afflictions to the ntmost, 
b j rales of Macrobiotic art. 

' Absurd loogeritjy \ More, mote, it cries, 

More; life, more wealth, more trash of every kind. 
And wherefore mad for more, when relish foils ? 
Think jToathb sotit, when this life's rattles oease, >■ 
HM nothing, of more manly to succeed ? 
Con^aract the taste immortal; learn e*en now, 
Tq relish what alone subsists hereafter. 
Of^AGE, the glory is to wish to dU, 

, lli^t wish is praise, and promise; itumlauds 
' Piat life, and proinises our future bffli^^ 

^' Quid autem interest, quam cito exeas^ dum 
^^^ ntiqueexeundtimest? Non ut diu vivamus 
^ cwrdfidvm est, sed ti^ satis. Nam ut diu 
M tfiva^ffato opus est; ut satis^ animo. Lon^^a 
^ ^est vita, ut plena esti. Itnpletur autem cum 
*^ afdmus sibi bonum suum reddidit. — What 
** does it matter/* says Seneca, ." how 
^ soon you telBxh your eud, «\sic^ i^w^ 
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fj rej^yei^ U ^ the m^aftmse^of lt» timei" ,r^ 
f. :^4fc But* if lif€» i« only, tp be ya^Aed ^ m 
^mi; tefiJf that en4 i^fhe.pt^cHvi^mof 
fmuiXSk^fi^ the fewt q^f ,^PwkfffUit»im 
odmiot: bat be loEcibly struck by t the eon* 
-iolemtioi^ tbil) strongly broiighi be^re <^x 
ivie#, of the sovereign and abst>lQte! influ- 
'ence of bur timey short as it is, upoi^ the 
■fatoreimJitv of our existence^ thpugb eter- 
jml in flHiratioa. . Tbe«,tiiiiely and ;^^ng 
apprehension of this great truth, concerns 
v«a. more^deeply thaa any Qtber.iK»eace we 
jiean possibly attain tQ,:<beitiReaii{ thei:ila])r 4f 
tii6iur bisth, and. the <iby;sif Qursidissolulaoti. 
"-Ijet lit. therefore strive ta.i>rhlg jtbisaim- 
^portant fact, ^as stron^yi-asafow^ile^ bMUM 
^iwi^terperceptioa..^ ; .:\'v'A \ •:? ^^ti: :.• 
> • '49^» Man^s beings consideredi in^ its jmiire- 
ftt»s,a is^ 1st, animal' anda Jlta^nMral^iifidlyy 
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Mbidl^ftft^gNiii^is to his im^f^fhi til^ ^EWb 
i&iottv liitti A^r «td' hUr imiml Wa^cMicii : 

ci^i|» /r. S6 fur iW ; {mrall^l i^^kept^: ^ ;B«t 
it Qftil only i^ri^^ce t^ wiap^ ITfil^mv 

|Nliadtoexti&iii)« ^itself evea to lfl|#* i|piri|«iil^ 
itiid (tarriy^* for ever ia- tibe et«mfldi« iiOa 
^ ^ther ; hand ; if p^^feUeptuil * au^ >et iooi- 
teftfeed- ^ad ! puri|«di jthe- benefit, «hQiivc^«r 
^ElaaV'Oiuk-pdy teaK^ the afaijnalliie;>:^t 

i£tiodmipted>.lia|e' ;b^ «es(tot^x ^aiiil^>jvi31 

j)tm&ed^ the virtue is not confined to /tine 

^feili))Oral lifa^4|nly,^ l]HLi^«jirtefi4i itfr .^cH^^ 

^^ire»^toH tbe^ sppfitii^i' aad.^P the^^ettrral. 

^ Biit> atf ^ taiaH \>m pilrificM, > )i>#nie^ i^fime^ 

lifeiis extmct;f aad fii» alto laust jiniB^'wl^Mit^ 

tcint)dirablile yet jdMsfo; and it 01% ahV- 

agfttif^ so long^giiwe cpntiaae in diis ovsfifrf- 

^fir^ life. If ttme closes in oprrnptiopji Jd^t»t 

ffrti^ aot; I in the uaiver se, any r^nalaing 

fiMnv^ Jbjr ; «wlvich. oar .etemHf . ^^^^^k^t'i^i^ 



6s rilE BlOSCOPft EXPI/AINE1>. 

cevered ftpm ^he infectionr^ and from all tbe 
disasuroos conseqaences. And it is ott ac«' 
coant of tfce eeHiml|y of dmt terrific truth, 
that Gdd> in flis jnstice and inercy, bia^ not 
only contrived the m6st effectaal, and most 
sdrnmary, method for enabling us to restore 
to sahibrity whatever time we may have 
depraved, by means of the dispensation of 
fibs GosFEi* ; but He ^ko has given* to 
tfaatr Gospel such extraoixliiiary publicity, 
Miieb unconquerable evidence, and such easy 
and: -iiiii^ersal access^ for eighteen huo^ 
dlred years past, that nothing but our own 
criminal inactivity, or stupid unconcern, can 
cause us to be ultimately deprived of all its 
benefit. 

50. From what has been already said it 
will now be apparent, that The Bioscope 
is calculated to fix the mind, in the con- 
templation of time present, time past, and 
tiuie^itfttr^ ; and consequently^ to administer 
the three-fold impoftant office, of Moni- 
TOE, Remembrancer, and Comforter, 
according as it is applied to each of those 
rHpee several tinies, determrnnble by tbe 
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'1 -. ••': ^ / .". ■ . '.'.•. .'■■■■••''■: <•' ''' .', '.•• f. . 

a^v£^]cinj^ index; which index that gives 
language, and expression, to the dial/ 

.'■'' '■ - /J . ■• ' ■ . 'We take oq oote.of tin^ ^v . ni^rv 
-r; ' Bi)<^froiii lU lo»; to ©ve it then a timf^,\~) ^ j, ^' * 
, Jk wj»e in.mao^ Aji if «i| ansel spoke : , 

I hear the solemn soood. If beard arigbt, 
' It is the knell of our departed yearfc - ' "^ 

' Whei^w diey N-With theyeuvbeyiM 

51. As a Monitor, it wiU^make^«s)r^ftedtI 
upon the impoktance of eveiyipartidn-iof) 
the year we are' living, aad thereby giv#.BK 
the best chance, of not having hereafter^lp^ 
lament its misltpplication; . . , c;'j,ih 



Be wiaetO'iU^ 'tis amdness to defers 
Next day the fatal precedent will plead. 
Thus on, till wisdom is push'd ont of life. 
Procrastination is the thief of time; '' 

Yiea:^ i^er year rt steals, till att are lledi * '- 
i^nd to the mereies^f a moment iearasf - fx . 
The vast coiceins of an. eternal scene I : 
If not so frequent, would not this he Strang I . 
, ,That/<tf w frequent f this is stranger still t" 
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52* As a Remembrancer, it will keep' us 
cQ^antly supplied ^lyith all x\x^ it\x\V^^^V 
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iMdoBi^:wliidl: can be gathered /mm^wr 

-^^ fXb gn^jwitt^y to talk with our past years, 
i^nd^ask |beiD, what report tbey bore to heaven ^ 
And how they 'miifit' h#re 'boroe ttii^e weltonte 

aisw^'fbMi^^faatilifen sxprntzHCE cdf; 

:b 5S. A»a Comforter, it will enable us to ap- 
ply botlf ibose rules ot wisdom to the future 
Tgiseiiir^/m'^which man always bopes to find 
ilbat 'faappkyessi wbich his niiod and.his 
itfebtiotis in vaiti pursue/ through all the 
fleeting moments of present time. 

All should be prophets to themsdves; foresee 
Thdr (ttture iiite ; their ftiture late fbretaste ; 
^uH ABTwoiild waste the bittemesa of death.^ — 
■~ T6-day,:i8 yesterdayTTetanied^ .returo'd 
FoUtJMwea'd 4o cancel^ vexpiatei T8tfle> adorn, 
And reinstate us on « rock of peace. 
Let it not share.its predecessor's fiite ! 

.1 : «•■.-.■ ' ■ 

54. But besides tfau^ three great characters 
6f tiine^ the Bioscope also marks out to us, 
"^^ iphkracter^ Ordery a?ttd progreteicMi of the 
jMriods which ccmstitute the tfbole of lifej 
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namber, the short coatmmmo^ mm^Atkft: 
speedy succeasioii of them aU* For, CHiiO- 
HOOD and YouTk haire yet to t^W tfAN- 
HpoDi and manhbo4 h^ not .attained to 
VIGOUR, nor vigour to MATvmiOt^ ^ ^^4- ^^^ 
tarity attamedspeciiUly {i^s$8^ijQi$(9^||M 
and decline must as speedily tera^jqi^^ia 
Dec Air. ^ Each neaanre i0^(HiM0iI)^;-^|B^b idioids 
dtf our view ^ to its sud^sspv;: ||ad<^:VB«|^ 
that the stages are but few iO: rrambffifjoiidi 
illort in duration, through .If bi|4>tfl¥^>a|^ 

brOOgbttO TH£ ENB^ . .: V * • > ' / v;«^:^'. 

55. To use the Bioscope in all these ^^iii|^ 
respects, it f$ evi4^t that w^ i^u^t e;^erqi/se, 
with eoti8tan<;yr at^d r^splvtipii^, tl^q^thrfif, 
great feeolties by wbic^.our n^m^k. dj?^ 
tinguished; vii^. th^ rjsplectioji, 4he mE;^ 
MOHY, and the: fOR^THpuoHT. It is the 
ubion of tbi^se three faculties in m^^ that 
establishes the identity of his moral person^ 
tfarougbout timep wd ,^l)rpi^gl;i|Out^7€tf;^ity. 
He reinen)]^r^ biiftsdf im, the p»^, ijiC^/^^^^ 
bim^fiovtb^ pnep>fiptt and H^ fx^kiJ^f ^i 



7tC isi:>i»IQ«eapB bxsmi^nbd* 

fulffrir jifftpcb^ in which be knows that ,l]fa, 
sMI r 9$iil ^xperieafie the same present sem^^. 
^i^ fae-ttow experiences* . The conn/exioo.. 
hn^eeD these three faoulties, qualifies him. 
for being a moral ajfen^,* and, lays thej 
gj^nad of ^ux rtsjpmsibUit^y under which, 
a%a aioral agent, be holds the tenuf^ pf hiS: 

tiM. Let us apply these .obseryatipns to 
tl}0 different ages of i^anrf and^ in order tp 
rimi^ify and abridge tha,t application, let. 
Q|i:cx>iiaider the y^«rs of man as divided 
obIj into three genera} periods : yoMthf. 
rniHU life, 9XkA age. 

57. As a Monitor, ^yotifA will be admo* 
nished by the Bioscope, to consider well 
tber quality of the years which it is living, 
which quality is inscribed over against those 
years upon the scale. Whatever be the 
stage of youth, that consideration will ef- 
feetually check presumption and self-suffir 
cieiK^. Small is the capacity of man, in 
itt'tEurgest extent, when compared with the 
jM^ii IMtkl plans, of this vas| universe ; and 
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«liaH%le pbttion of those part«/ ^awtddMHy t 
wKrtiti tt cah ever co&dprehend; , ^Wlurt^ tiM«« 
ni^^lM the capacity of cut'LDUo^S^v^^wA^^t'^ 
rb^^k/ when they have not attaidetf' ev#ft^ 
to^ the small capacity of maiihoodFi -^^ 

bB, An eariy sehse and coitsctoiiBneiti;^ 
thh gk^eat truth, writ lay the sec^opest gt^dutid^^ 
for a fiiturC' general knowledge of' tlv^y'lN^;? 
far as we cati a^xjuire it;: by patting liie 
mind in a posture of defence tLgaitkt^-^SIh 
ilta^ion, either froni within or frcttid wi|h<Wt^^ 
Fdry a sense of our natural incapaoi^ WiHi^ 
lecomule us to a sense of ignorande^ ccpff'^ 
cerning every thing which is too Icirg'e ^01^ 
our capacity to emlnface. -<** 

d9i '^ Igmrancey* says an able and mgisu^ri 
nious naturalist, ''often differs from whutr^^ 
'* is called knowledge, only by a less d«gfie(i>^ 
" of error* It ought to be inculcated updti^X!; 
" aU men, that, next to the positive knenr^j^ 
'' ledge of things which may be knowny tbipt 
'' most important science is, to know burii^-^^ 
'' to remain ignorant. ^ / don*t fe/to^^cirg6t^n 

to be a frequent answer of alt tisl^hii^H^'l 

to their pupils, to . accustom i^^xci V5 
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1(1 «6QLiiikiioi|c^tiotrA imNA-WMtorinDaBHiiiitk 

indcl^ {bcithe^earlj laHtwa«of idic^midi; dnnr 

,4i contained incthe^ foregoing mhiii ^ tftcnu 

Ilt^witi the sense o^-ithM^gii^idbUftA^^nniier 

"j4»'diiriiDefa:iof .:headieMBm^ tiwt;JB(Bcte tUe 

sftgacions philosophj of Cicera-xeridlfadUL 

/WiUrl ga^ttittay ftM^^'^tvmhadktik lAuld 

^mdSijr have yiekled ity hild Irii^J&keFna) JMd 

oa*««ffii^ent<TDiidier for thantrslb.; WHiij 

^UHiei^iit wasitfaat-^iobleL^teflqiei^ of iflHiid 

"^iirtai «Ae TO» end spuiioat fdulesafhy 

which has disgraced the Christian ages^ in 

which universal doubt, or scepticism, has 

been-'pfopoanded, as' the pro|MVi carriage . of 

die mind, against the united .vonchers of 

beaven and earth. 
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* ** Vignormtce ne diffl^ soirreiit q«e pm vatAas d'erreur, 
^ de ce qu'on appelle tavdir. ' niinMnft ininikio^ fi tous lee 
' hoiiiiiie8,qii'spi^leMiMfHMdii»'le»Ao8eft-^ en sont 
^ mceptSbkB, mmr igtmtt mi l^ fwn tkm nn U plus im. 
" portanlto. ' J§ m mk fu» de?i3oit itmw» ripoQse tres^ 
^ fieqneate des iutitiittaiB i lean ^idy«% ftwles accbu- 
"{ttam ^h fifiie eoz-memet atnt ioii|jU.V-lk Inc: JDrttm 
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&L' liet yiwth'theii^ whether in or odt 
of childhood, remaric upon the Bioioope the 
chiEivBcter of its years, and the unallness of 
diie progrcBft it has made in life; and iet it 
infer^ how jsmail -that capacity >natt be, 
which will still he small^ eten when it shall 
have journeyed to the opposite extremity 
of the scale. 

6e. To my very yoong readers, if any 
such I should fii^d> I offer the fatlowin^g 
Fable ; leaving it to their good sense to 
deduce, from what has been already said, 
the moral which it is plainly designed to 
convey. 

THE COCKLBrSHBl'L ANP T^ cSEAv 

A Cockle-shell, whose slender cap 

Had by s wave been lifted up, 

And gjentl/ lodg^, secure and tonnd, 

A little way upon the ground ; 

Yet not so far, but every day 

Sh^ drank the fulling of the spray ; 

-Grew vain at length to think, that she. 

Contained a portion of the sea. 

** And why not more ? (at length she cried ;) 

'* And why not w«tn % aii4 wVk^ xiq^ tV&c^l * ' 
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' ^ I m^ty on proof, contain it all, 
^^■'- -^^w worth tl^triai; how slibdli't 
*<^ '-^> ft^^irt I cAi't unless r^ry'F-'* ' 
)o ^::1PkitdHbyllitgrtMidenr oftbeth^Mlghi; ' 
Hr- 'S(»i|«iliii€r8iift;retre«t«lie90iigbty:-> ^mb 

fli J^{^^*:^M^''!^^*°^•^?"?"*^H^.^ ,^ 
Bat now no fav*ring wave was there: , 

Ambition fled, arose despair, 

^^ When«nidWl)ifibv^tImtTeceiTVl'" '^^ ^ '^ 

9v;tlWwaiitDttibo!,iiowmi<teceif'di • '-: ^^ i^^ 

ilj>riEeooilipgi'ramoiD9Q«^bcm». ::^ .w: 

An4 mvrmur*d : "Ideot! iearo^late . 

" "f be misery of presuroption*s fate. 
"^ ^ •* Of holding seas no longer think, 
'' *' The waste-spray tbon no more sbah drink : 
; : M.TKiio«r| vain pretender; to thy c6st, ' 
'« ^. Thy m/dl capwity i$ bmtJ" r. i •. . . :^ 

^-;,. Tltenr^^mjg with impetMOus sbdck. 

Against the aojgle of a rock. 

The shell, at one tremendous stroke, ■ ~ 

Xikto an hundred atoms broke, 

i ••• .-.^ •' ■ • •• - . . .:••.. .■ 

,j03. But let not YOUTH relinquish ity 
c^LQnary modesty, because, it finds itself 
*J2PX99^ii^ ^o th^ df^wn pf uAisiviooj}. 
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When tfid sfetise of a near Bppi<»ch to 
manly years^ 9liall be disposedto elate it, and 
prompt it to identify its age with that of 
others who have be&i loog< ii> posseMHHi of 
those years^ the feoe of the Bioscope wiH 
admonish it, to reflect upon the charaeUr of 
the years it has lived, and to 6e modest in 
the comparison*^ 

64. For, let a youth who has attained to 
his twentieth, or a young man to hto fire 
and twentieth year, the diaractav of which 
years are but childhood, Yoirtii, aiM tht 
beginning of manhood, compare his age 
with that of a person who has- doubled 
those year^ and who lias added to thesie 
characters, those odiers of MANHaoD> ti* 
GOUB, and matvbitt of life; aad,'1f be is 
not supremely arrogant, what will reason 
suggest to him from the comparison? Will 
he pay himself so ill a compliment as to 
suppose, that when he shall have added to 
his own years, those three important stages, 
his mind will have acquired no additioni^l 
improvement, no accession of exp^Hetii^^- 
beyond wfaavhe has alirefiidy ^ufl&^^^^l^ 



t9 .?i(9t^MM<^PK SUmiaiiiUli. 

ibtee .iwtpieQit. periodi^iP Gert^ialif^i 

Ml ivNte if fp 1 iDJurMNts > ta paAgjmmt jio(f ibis 

it»m fatoie ^acquiMiimts^ SAnd if 4ie/«iU 

iMit^itliiim^nosrfa^, to liift«ewofi^jy€tar% 

llie JM0i^ Hibnte vof ^jmticft andt xee^isol, 

ivbidi he is if UUiig to paj^itokiiiniself,' ^^^bu^^ 

Iwaiomtwifilat^ J»iViaiBl£ ms adsritiotd to 4he 

same period io time^ 'Eliiar*/iirili l^riog Us 

aii4)i^ifuid^his ijmici JBgio «tttwBini'4lncb^Ui 

M9imstomv:hiiK to |Nre8ei9re a.Jml JHilni|be 

bsttelsi lfaem,.w 1ie:praoeedli im»])l(|ri^t 

ikaoAtsivy man iirbo iafbftoeA ky tiatuvi 

^-tgotde a stated or kad a»'taDy> iki $liat 

e«r^ spriag of life; aiidtheedfore,ito<esti^ 

oiate onriijOQuthfal ycats^^bj^ the esttiaol^ 

dinairjrexcepitioni^ <^. oatiitein Aat rcspee^ 

«t^o«Jkl i Duirfc the : highest ^dilaaK^^ of :''ar0O*- 

gaaeew •: .; •.■"■i> '-i..r, ..;. .vv»\. ui v>^^^ 

^ 65* "In jjoi9^ jQodesty^ and a jnst appso^ 

i^aliw of our eapactty^>hiB».alwajs-^heea 

li^g^ded^ hy itbe iKisest men^^as: the^^Mst 

f^MToest of ftttute exdeUcnos^ It ^reienras 

ibe Older o£li£B;i'itjrestfttni ]roddl.^li0ln 

^t^pmxKiions finwdrdnesgf whiah divides 

1^411^ ftoiii'jdie jreafStMM^flfofUMly^a^ idi 



dfliKtariperkMl^ the butkmardnm^ aigut*^ ^ 

tiiodeMy^ we «balfc.'iiiaiiitttiti'im eittn ^nof 
iritb tfacmdotmltitiieir ^toiie^ progteny ao4i 
^ndl^«t ibngtkpraBoli eiSLr'.latte pefiod> iiti 
gBBHiiyjtmdbiskdmi/ > } -» vr.-^ ■■• -.t ' i^.^^it 
ff(i€6k' B«l^ute% oiiemMt'fveightT^ieMOfii 
fixi ^riy tatonlDg the . miad AtoiTi^atmi^ 
Ihriaegxtbwr epgrgwuBgi^ -Agm^ f«M»ptiDgg cff 

lluiiitiiott: tf f fmufmpltm >And iliiataMi 

li$as»i»:' toe latcturni-Miyr; ^^iifaiob !i« <ii^o j^^^K^r 

ikiotole 0&<irbQsie teiefiaHnfluuo^ Jb Mt^ 
dent, al: ond&, i to cleiid d^or and dl^ken 
•cmfir iMrrgbt fa»9{i0et*bttf4f»l%fai|. ; 0£ 4he 
jfinsokh^weonioqafiiioes^ief tbki mora} ^11%^ 
Ja^>^I:8ka]i.imdd iindungribei^^ liatP/ilgyyi 

^pe^cbamely^^tta dieotiOttitfgci (or^ib# IH^* 
aEti.tMtt^^ and: BEM.t r^of Jile.^ Jfl yo« A^ 
jfaHfl^nd Aetfe^smiily tot «M|Mn8D^ W|il#N^ 



40 Tllft? ^lOSaOF^ i fiXI^Liilllttf; 

'^fiaimi, in sabordmatioii t» tie Jlutkor <o/ 
rmmm : which naturally in^alveB bumilify ef 
Miirf. Thisr will be found the surest guide 
to" truth, to virtue, and to mental peace. 
Sudi ace juime of the benefits, which youth 
^ill be able to receive from the counaeli 
of T»B .BftoscoPB> considered m its 'captf- 
chj of Momtor. ' 

' 67*' Aa a Remembranoei;^ it wi{i>contri« 
bote oumy important and valuable <^^i]s^ to 
.^e season dfyoutb« If the mind ismghtly 
%ailghtj and the understaiiding upright,- the 
exercise of die memory upon ithe indications 
and incidents of the past years, though few^ 
iwill both quicken the affections of the heart, 
andexeite the sensibility of* the conscience^ 
^ A man that *is young in' yeajf^ may be 
^^ iold in hours/' says Lord Bacon, ** if he 
^ ha^e lost no time/' Although die space 
.^f tiiue o^rer whieb^youth-can. ex^oise re- 
JbEtembrance, is but small in extent ;• yet^ as 
4tme always appears aaorecon»derable in 
!]r#fiiii than in the foUo wing ages of ilifii, th^ 
^pfelustice^ of recalling, and dwelling upon, a 
•j'tfn^, i^'illie. yeari^^^^^^t^ bein^ 



v«iBiiu#iDcira:sx»tiaki|nHk QRl 

4diai{cU'rfBni m<»r«r«oldvt!fige0; > i#)rllaM^ 

cOnsuterabfe :portiobs,^thd>)jDlUilri^Ul t^ 
iip^(M^4ft]8t ink MsiiMf^ liaiinBariiaii 

ialmibe)greftte«(itieaBiireai^ tted^^ -^'^ . ?:^(^(x^ 

ici-iiaF' lavii^'^yti&ieiiitl^ jbtoroourie. i^LI^ 
kjok£»sfa tho8e;fiikt ]top9€idHii%:ta4^ibt^ 
^KBmub^6mtsa)tlir9^^^tm'nh first. >L«ti it 
tftcpHrthefli^/Tcar tbyv'y^iEur; tffpon tM^dial^ 

G 



fi^ TS^ BIOSCOPB SXFLJUNEI>; 

ctence first associated us, ought to keep a 
dlief place ^ m the heart, as long as life 
stlbsTsts ; and, if we desert not nature, they 
#111 aBbrd us the most pleasing and salu- 
tkry memorials unto the end.of our jouhiey. 
Nothing keeps the heart of raaa so safey as 
keeping it tender ; and nothing keeps it so 
tender> as cherishing affection for valuable 
cAijects, from whom we are, or shortly may 
be, separated. There is no ground to ifear; that 
such tenderness will impair manliness ; with* 
lint it, manliness becomes harsh and hateful, 
if not barbarous and brutal. If we would 
ktiow> whether tenderness of attachment and 
fie^ollection, is becoming to man, let us con- 
sult the history of the Old Testament ; if 
#e would know, whether it is a fitting ingre-> 
dlent in an hero, let Homer, the poet of 
heroes, instruct us. 

^ 69. ' Cherish, in youth, the moments of any 
l^ie and aged friend whose intimacy you 
are privileged to enjoy, with the most 
diligent^ and provident care; and be soli- 
citpus, to gather all the fruits of his expe- 
tii^m^^ while the oppori^mty lants, which 
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tiie inipectioQ of the dial will warn yoi^ 
must presently be taken from you^ '' £gP. 
^ Q. Maximum adolescena ita dilexi senem^ 
*^ nt lequalem ; erat enim in illo viro comU 
** tate condita gravitas : nee senec^ua morea 
^ mntaverat. Cujmsermone ita turn ciqnde 
^ Jruebar, quasi Jam dwinarem id, quodevemi^ 
^ ilh txtincto, fore uncle diicerem nemviemr 
^^ When I waa a young man/' says Cato^ 
^ I loved the aged Q. Mastimus, as^ if huf 
'< bad been my equal in years; for becomr 
^' bined gravity with cheerfulness ; and age 
f' had produced no alteration in bis mail* 
'' ners. Whose c<mcersaiion I then eagerlj/ 
^< delighted in, as^I had foreseen that, ttkich 
^ aOmdii^ came, to pass;^ that when he was 
-** dead, there r&uai^ no one from whom I 
^ could derive the s(ane instruction " 

70. But^ if the space of theBioscope ovef 
whic4i youth can cast a retrospect! ve^ eye is 
but small, its view will the sooner be carried 
back to the observation of its creation, o^ 
commencement. And what apprehension can 
so well dispose it for that sacred precept : 
^* I^emeniber thy Ciieatoil in the dayi oi 



i 



if tfyyp/yth; before, the evil days-ieome^ and 
f.\ the ywr» advancep ia-whipb ik<m tikal% 
j^ say, I haiEe no fileawiite in them i" <^Tbe 
mind practised, at tbf^ iQpening ^^aspn of 
life, to this holy remembi^Euic^ will jreoeive, 
m^ retain a senae of ,|he< diyi^/presence 
|diroiigh 4|U its succeeding progress; ipd wiU 
fierive the constant oonsolatioa and^iupport, 
.which the sense of that divine pres^ence wiU 
«t all times impart* . Thus dibci|)li/iqdjt U 
will not be *^. cast off by. God Mi; the ti«i^ <^ 
'^. old. age; nor fqrsaken hy Hjmwhen its 
<^i|trengthfaileth" 

! 7]. And here we may suitably subjoin 
'V TWO RULES," prescribed by the pious 
Nelson; "whereby," says be, " we may be 
fV enabled to perform the ordinary actions 
^^ of life which occur every day, srfter the 
^f. best and most perfect manner. The tmsT 
*f is, io keep a lively sense ^. GocCs ommr 
" presence upon t/ie mind. The second is, 
*^ frequently to call to mind the certainty (;f 
f deaths and the uncertainty ofth^t tifn)e which 
" jipe haee to continue in this worU^^" ^ 

* The Practice of Trae Devotion. 
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7^^ There k oh^ illasion, againidt' wbicd 
it is neoeitsary to be gaanled, at this age, iq 
obntem plating the Bioscope; nameljr/tfaat 
of imagining) that all the yetfrs bejrond the 
index «tre yeairs' ^ough which We are ' )A 
pass* For, as the' index wilt have ixK^e tttft 
little progress at that eariy period of lif)^, 
and^as a very wide range will appear opek 
Ib^cnre lis; if we are tiot awakened to a coil^ 
viotiOQ o# the truth, we shall snnr'ey al^ t&fe 
secjnel of ^ the dial- as a preperf^ in'tMoi, 
which is only Waiting fot oof gn^oal p6s- 
session. To rescue ourselves from tlui^ tnis^ 
diievous illusion, let youth, first; t^l iti^elf 
the commoti trcilh, concerning Yft^'tJ^ii^er- 
tiainty of human life. But, as common tj^uth's 
tit<e apt td b^' bitmted, and to lo^e tfifeir 
^cacy, by'frequeiit repetition; let tis seek 
k new <ioiirs€f ;' by transferring' the Bioscope 
holi^ out own life to that of some o^her 
perison, in whose life we can feel an ittteiriest 
jslmdilt equal with Our owtt. 

73* Think, therefore, upon sotoe ^^ly 
£riend, the companion of yoiir childish yeaVs ; 
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some brother^ sontie sister ; cut off in %he 
infancy of life, and bequeathing for ever> td 
your idstruction, a plilpabie demonstra^on 
of that common truth. Observe^ where the 
Bioscope of that departed friend riei^da^ 
it^ 'end ; and let that paint herve^ for ev^r^ t^ 
w^arn and to convince yon, that you bold 4Nto 
property whatever in any particle of the scaler 
which lies beyond your index. Agaiui fru 
your attention upon the age of some paraiti 
some guardian of your tender years; the 
Security of whose .kindness and protection/ 
appear to you necessary for the relish of your 
life. Contemplate his, or herbage upoci.the 
dial; connect it with your own ; andfbUc^w 
the progress of both, according to the di^ 
tance which inevitably separates them. ^This 
will lead on your own index ; and when the 
day arrives that the more advanced one 
i^all reach its term, your own wiU bepror 
|K)rtionabIy advanced; and. you will bav^e 
acc[mred, from the comparison, a sensible 
deoaonstration of the transitoriness of life* 
74. Then is the tiaie> that tbe^ Bios^ 
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cope • will. iiAfold its exalted quality of a 

Ck>mfQrter« 

■ "f 

' €tod gateus firieads to bless the present scene; 
Resomes tbem, i^o prepare vsfor the n€xt, 

llie tx>wer of this truth, whidi will then 
be intimately felt, will ui^ on yoqr pto-^. 
spect, from the end of the. dial, into tb^ 
blight region which appears beyond it : lor, 
though we have lived together under a dii^ 
padty of years, we shall'one day meet in 9^ 
eqi^ality of existence. ^ Omnes eadem cofi^ 
** ditio devinxit; cui naaci contigit,.iiiori 
^ restat: intervallu distif^^iimur, exitu equf^* 
^' ndur, — ^The same condition of existence/? 
fays Seneca, '' is annexed to all; whoevetr 
^ has once been born, muist of necessiliy 
*^ die. We are din^d, indeed^ from 
^>* each other, by intervals of time, daring 
*^ 'our* journey, but we Bfaall all come equally 
^ together in the end'* And to thai trutti 
^(mtlire, what does the truth of gmce» or.of 
the -Gospel, subjoin for.our connolatiqn? 
Thift divitre assurance, thaf we' shall then 
^hi forever, together, with the Lort*/' As 

^ 1 Ihess. W, IT, 
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di« ejr^. of* Eiisha followed the aaeendiaig. 
prophet into heaven^ your mindft wtlMbl^ 
low yoar depat ted" fiiend into that legion 
of brighMess; and yov^ will oherisb'nhe 
0ioiig)it, and the persuasion/ thai, yo^ har^ 
abeadj i»egiin to acqaire/in hispendn/aQ 
interest and a property i^ eternity i. * t - 
.-"75f Aud here let me observe, that diere 
i^ no reason of life in whi^^h the Irngbt 
eoinforts.ofretigipn, horded in theprqspeet 
ol.a'lifeaa bearetty are so s^nsil^y ^nct 
put^j, ti^fy as in that of a guileless ^fid |«li-> 
g^os childhood. That this should be so, wiU 
Hot .surprise us, when we reflect^ , that Christ 
iNmaelf -haa: poipted out ihut age as the best 
lepifise^tation of the inhabitants of hejayeoi 
Thai itv'is so in faict, all those can testify^ 
whoia God has blest with the oommefc^of 
yam^ . mipds, grounded la i^i^igipn, : anct 
pjoaptised to religious obedience.; The spring. 
0f youth, isinore cpngeuial to the tempera-. 
Vireof cejlestial joy, than^ithi^ thesuoimery 
tjie aututtn, or the wincei: ^ jreaii^ : TAncl^ if 
ft jreKsh foir that joy; b,q imbilx^ia |tiat age^ 
it wijl tincture, with, the lustre and serenity 
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Aid7a«teiiedi;exalitaitkm,of muid, ,vilMKi .the^ 
MliW«|} ^ ^nd cerkB^n . jQpnseqiien^e vof % »vich* a : 
temper; l,b^ wbieli oo^bipgciMQi ao.ifett 
ii8^.for.diily^|39i^1#lipgouir sem^es to fS[od 
alld^alall^,whUe w^feo^ain tuexc^ Hitcletijoiil^ 
discipline of trial. : ,< - ^ ;; t 

.76^ We next come to coQAidery tfafe uiiy 
jOiiB ^GEsof U&.ji wbicbcon$idQraliQii open» 
ti) «3fi delicate. Ic^k« Jgoi^ wjbal ages lare ire 
Ipt^jcomprebend ' uod^r ,t)l^l'4ieqomiiiation ^ 

'f . J«r BQjt 4 xnaA miififi-nged. at fi%-$yi^ Fi!^ 
Iiai a. x&cy comoion .^i^^ipri witb i the woiUb 
To givfi ai fall Msw^r Ifi tbft|rquj»Kioo, dk 
would first be h^i^my'^iQif^pe-^xptmJikm 
mieaaing <>f l^ tli^mP^i* jtiii thai, ^point; iar 
4f t^poiioedf mj ipstnerr i% :'' hokjati ilm dudJf, 
Vnte8»t:4ii»Mi^i<^vWMithe. air^mgeveia^ 6f 
iMlwaiQk jl^i^:^j4f(t;<» iCsaiild; w>t, hji «oy modcf 
^1 i09Piipttiaiio»^ beirendemi Ae^aiddlejgg^ 
^ili|i^ p%;.)i«j^itf^i i appr^bendi we joui^^ 

twotteiMtej^natiea Qfiibe> jreart of life.) iTbese 
]||addle.igwy; tfaensfom^ .must comtpcUAvig^xt^ 
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6f all lJi€ three middle AeoiaMb of life^ id 
tkeit growth and succession ; to the middle 
decittt&l of which alone, the denomiDafioif 
of »iifdy/e^€^, in property belongs.' * 

77. Now, " H6 that is youngest," "says 
Bwbop Taylor, *^ hath not Idng to live ; he 
^ that is THIRTY, FORTY, or FiF^i^ years 
^ old, hath spent 'most of his life, and his 
'^'dream is almost done ; and in a very feW 
^ months he must be cast into hiseterhfifl 
*^ portion*^ If this is truly the case ; 'and it 
is wiser to believe those who tbink> than 
thdse who think not; these middle ages Will 
do well to apply themselves, with attdntidn^ 
t6'the contemplation of /mie. 
' 7B. These three middle decimals, com-' 
prise a large proportion of life, (^i^isting 
<MP its most efficient periods ; and it is^- In 
these three periods, that experimental wis- 
d6m h chiefly gained, if ever it be gained 
Ui all; In these years, the mind first begins 
116 acquire a just apprehenskm of the mea- 
itire of life ; and to reduce it from that illu^ 
tive and viisionary * length, with -which it 
appears tp' the imaginatioQ of youth. Our 



jhleas df lengthy fuid di^UknGe, aie reUti ve and 
coi]G4[HuratiY6. Whea we ean take a distiiK^t 
vjew cof the begifiQiBg of any^measurei wis 
see^ and apprehend its prope^tioiis. ^ 

79* If life con»tste of seventy- yeftrs, we 
may say^ that i| qodsists of tbr^e times 
twenty-thr^ .ye^s. He who is liviiig ia 
the first of those three diyisioosi is utt^ly 
insensible of the. peiaod at .which Jt .oom^ 
menced ; and henoe^ that first period :appears 
to him to have had no beginning.: it ifi 
Uke an emanation from eternity. tHenoe the 
difference also, between the length of > thai 
same term of years, in .the at^prehension cf 
the parent, and in that of the ehild. {But> 
wM^n the second vii94easure of twenty-three 
years has been entered^s aiid soosieirhat prof 
f^eded iqi; when we <^ take a reflective view, 
of the pointfrom. which our maohood oom-: 
menced, and can look back, beyond it» mUs^ 
youth, the progress of time then begins to 
rectify itself in our judgment; and tbui 
$^0nd, twenty*three years seem to pFoee^ 
with, a i:apidity, of which we had no idea 
during 'tbe^ri^. Bnt when the jseqon^ 4i^ 
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dioa is coAcluded, aod the extended coin* 
jHiss is turned upou uji Jfor the last timej 
wbea forty-^ix years are iiumbered^ and the 
remaining twenty-three conclade the mea* 
sore ; as, in the following iscale : 





then, our improved experience gains a per« 
fset sentiment of the traevneastii'ey and 
iFelocity, of life 9 that it is but ^ ad' a span 
ion^:'' and| if truth and nature have ^«f 
ear, that last measure will imperatively cali 
Upon us> to adapt our minds to the declefl^ 
sion and conclusion of our course. : ' -^4 
^ 80. If truth and nature afe not attended 
to'; if We fly from theimramings, and strive 
1^ remo?e ourselves from thi»n,4>y attemf^t-* 
ijbg'to reascend the stream of time;* oi^, if 
yH^walrts in uncertainty/: without takings k' 
resolute coarse; the consequence is 6bv^6t^sf 
that wMcb we are reluctant to Jlppfoadi; 
will violently take hold tipon m ; .and where 



life might hme arrived lir serenity/ we shall 
bfe^btonght' m i^orrow. Let m, thietf, tafe 
if catition ftom that «;ever€ satire of the 

• -N ' ■ ■ ! ' • 

At thirty J man saspects himself a fool ; 
Knows \Xi,^t forty f and refbnns his plan : 
At jyt^i (^Ae% his infamous delay : 
Pusl)^ his pril<dent purpose to resolve ; r 
Inifj^U the nwtgianinntj jpfihoaghl ^ l- v.^ 
Resolves; and r6*reiblve9; then 4ie» t^ fame. 

I dl. These nnddJe ages^ anttheit'degvies 
«Dd order/ will be^ gr^atl^'Btsiited/ by^-a 
pcUient and :atead}r .ob8ctvali(la of the Bioi* 
cope. Thei Visible 'prQgres8> of ^tbe iddex; 
through . all those periods^i ' willj add the 
strongest eDfoDcemeat to the cochrietioiij, 
arising from; aa impipTiiig nperience^of 
ibe rapid flaH' of tiine. ^ '.^ . ; 

82. As a Monitory therefore^ the Bioscopa 
will point out to middle life^ the critical 
stage at^ whieh it is arrived. For^ idthotigh 
half of life^ more or les8> may poe^bhf remain^ 
yet ba)f of it, i» certainfy exhausted ; and* 
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the second half will appear to pass, with 
ft continoaUy increasing rapidity; owing to 
the continual^ rectifkaiion of our judgment, 
with respect to the true velocity of time. 
And; as we shall find ourselves declining in 
vigour in the last half, whereas* we were 
constantly increasing in it in die first half, 
we shall be led to a provident consideration 
of the preset period; in order to recover, 
^nd tedresii, whatever in the past may point 
itself ont to our reflection as requiring it* 
The povirer of habit y which acquires such 
compound strength from the progress of 
time, will begin to alarm us, and to awaken 
in us a wise anxiety ; and we shall naturally 
reflect, that, if we are under the influence of 
any habits which ought to be brokennbd 
subdued, this is the latest season to which 
the effort ought in prudence to be pro- 
tracted. The vigour we now possess, will 
still render easy the subjugation of habits; 
the dominion of which will be irresistibly 
confirmed, if we permit them to acquire an 
established inveteracy, and if we postpone 
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QjDX combat with, th^m^iiptil Qur strength den 
i^ysy and oar resolution becomesi too feeble 
to encounter them. 

83* Buty the admonitions for middle life 
must of necessity involve the remembrance of 
the past, bj appealing to the substance of its 
experience ; by which, the authority of those 
admonitions are chiefly . to be established^ 
Tlxe experience of life, and of hjuman natutc^ 
with which we find ourselves gradiially stored 
in these periods, will go a great way towards 
enabling us to fprm a general notion, pf that 
portion of life which we have yet )» liv^ 
'^ Ex prateritis pos$uni futura deprehendi" 
" The fiUure" says Pliny, " ms^y, in a great 
'^ measure, be collected from tbue pasiJ* And 
90 also Shakspeare : 

There is an history in all men's livei, 
Figuring the natore of tiroes deceased. 
The which observM, a man may prophesy. 
With a near aim, of the main chance of things 
As yet not come to life ; which in their seeds, 
And weak beginnings, lie intreasured. 

# 

84. Here then, as a Remembrancer, the 
Pioscope will hav? a yery active ofl|ce to 
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fulfil;, ai^ various will be the subjects, 

It' 

upon which it will exert its activity* Among 
those which will naturally engage the mind, 
^ill foe a review of our contemporaries in 
life: they who began the journey with 
US, B^d who long kept pace with us in it. 
Of these. we shall inquire, which still con- 
iinu<^ their course in the common track; or 
which, by a side and cross path, have 
already reached the termination f whose 
Bioscopes have stopped in the middle of 
jtheir courses, and thus have demonstrated 
tons, the vanity of all anticipations of life. 

T When in this vale of years I backward look, 
:. , And miss such numbers ; numbers too of such^ 
Firmer in hesdth, and. greener in their years, 
And stricter on their guard, and fitter far 
To play life's subtle game ; I scarce believe 
I still survive ! 

85. From the smaller circle, of our own 
particular friends, we shall, in these middle 
years of life, extend oiir view and our con- 
icern to the great (lircle of the world ; and to 



ibeffincipBl aotm engaged upon its cdh-* 

.«pictiou8 tfafeatve; 

■. ■ - f 

Where the prime actors of the last year's scene ? ' 
Their port so proud, their buskin, and their phime^ 
How many sleep, who kept the world awake^ 
With lustre, and with noise ! Has death proclaim^ 
A truce, and hung his sated laoce on high ? 
Tis brandished still; nor shall thie present year 
. Be more tenacious of its Auiv?«ii/e<{^, 
, Or spread of feeble life a tiaDner/M. 

T 

86. How penetrating must the truth of 
these lines be to us, who, for more thaa 
twenty years, beheld England '' awake, ts^h 
lustre and mth noise,** at the names of Pitt 
and Fox ; and who yet have seen the pos- 
sessors of those great names disappear, and 
vanish from the view, at terms of life far 
short of the extreme ages comptehended in 
the dial : the former at the age of 47 ; and 
the latter at the age of 55 years. 

87. Nor is it in mm alone that this na* 
gility, this mortaUty is seen. 



t. •■ 



Bmpiiies di«e| Where jiow< 



The Roman ? Greek ? They stalk an etnpi^ nme. 
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^ Wkere now? the aQciieAt aod Bpknditf 
realm of France? The Germao empire^ 
with all its prescriptiYe hooours, of Rohe^ 
of CxsAR, and of Augustus? We knew 
them both^ and were intimate with both; 
yet *' where are thej now?^ 



They stalk, an empty aame ! 



We have lived to see them erased from the 
earth ; and, in our own few years, have wit* 
nessed 9 revolution in human affairs, more 
entire than was ever accomplished, but in 
the progression of centuries. 

88. Let any man, who (at the age, per- 
haps, of twenty,) saw the throne of Lewis 
the Fourteenth in appearance still firm and 
secure, retaining all its ancient honours, 
and possessed by a prince of his royal 
blood, the second only in descent from him- 
self ; who, ten years after, saw that throne 
subverted, those honours extinguished, that 
possessor weltering in his blood, and that 
Toyal line of sovereigns for ever concluded : 
who, in the course of ten more. years, 
behdd an imperial dignity «piiBg out of 
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that scene of waste and raib^ and invest, 
with all its eininende^ an unknown native of 
a Mediterranean island, who presently eifi^ 
tingnished the last vestige of impierial Rome^ 
and made hiibself the conqueror and atW^ 
trator of almost the whole of £iir6pe: left 
such an one count back those few fateful 
years upon the dial of his Bioscope, and medi'* 
tate upon the experience which they imparl; 
let him next look forward, upon the years 
which are now about to^ open before bini'^; 
and, (if he has wisdom,) caution, and not 
temerity ; doubt, and not security ; religions 
awe, and not worldly confidence;, must be 
the sentiments which they will excite. .r. 
88. With empires^ pass also the foMons 
or prevailing ^aspects of the world. Hew^ho 
is now advanced in middle age, found the 
world, at his entrance into manhood, not 
more distinguished by the crowiis and scep- 
tres that have vanished, than by opinions atid 
systems, whidi exercised the most msolesft 
and overbearing dominion aniong the nations 
of Christendom. The belxoiok of Christ* 
endom> was the great object of their assaU* 
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ment; and/ favoured by the corraption of 
courts/ and the depravity of individuals^ 
they established an empire of fashion^ 
Ivhich had nearly brow-beaten religion^ 
and driven piety from the world, into the 
recesses of closets. By the slow and cai-^ 
culated advances of sophistry; or by the 
daring and desperate assaults of jest and 
falsehood; they united, with unintermitting 
ardor, to blow up, or beat down, the sanc-^ 
tuary of the Gospel. The schools of Hume, 
of Voltaire, of Helvetius, of Frederick, and 
many others, seemed firm in power; and 
their arrogant pretensions were exalted 
among the most conspicuous eminences of 
Europe. " Where are they now?" Fallen 
from that height of false glory, and usurped 
distinction, on which they stood ; they must 
now be searched for, among the ruins of 
Europe. The same mysterious scourge, 
which the present dispensation of Provi* 
dence has called forth to chastise and afflict 
Christendom, has i^llen with indiscrimi- 
nating vengeance, upon the honours of infi- 
jSelity and scepticism. 
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89. Having received such extraordinary 
demonstration, that " the world, and the 
*^ fashion of the world, passeth away;" he 
will discern wisdom,, and not severity, in 
the admonitory precept founded upon that 
truth ; " Love not the world/' And, look- 
ing from those passing objects, ^' which are 
" now seen," to those prospective ones^ 
*' which are not yet seen ; " he will loosen 
his attachments to *^ things which are merely 
^y temporal," and gladly fix them upon 
*^ those which are eternal." 

90. Let the Bioscope be then resorted to, 
in its quality of Comforter, to enable us so 
to use those approaching years, as to be 
capable of defying the utmost evil with 
which they can teem ; and of mastering al} 
the power of dis^ister, which seems to form 
tbe peculiar anjd distinguishing character 
of the times ^n which w^ are cast. And 
this it will do ; First : by showing us, that 
there is a limit, which that evil aad that 
disaster x;annot possibly overpass ; and where 
we mav be epiancipated^ fof ever, from its 
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influence and dooiinion. Secondly; by 
showing US; that we have still, in proba- 
bility, a residue of life, which may be reH^ 
dered sufficient for taking effectual mea- 
sures, to assure that emancipation, and to 
attain to -that ultimate receptacle of security 
tod peace. Let us keep our view con- 
stantly advanced to the goal of our journey ; 
and, holding continually that forward ten- 
dency, let us make the end^ and not the 
iniermediate stages, the prime object of our 
concern. There, whatever may be the poli- 
tical distractions of this earth, for a short 
and limited period, the Christian's prospect 
will be crowded with objects to animate 
the best and noblest ambition of those 
middle ages ; namely, ^ glory, and honour, 
^ and immortaKty;^ when ^ God shall, at 
^ length, have taken unto Him his great 
^ power, and shall reign; and shall have 
^ destroyed themvihkh d&troy the earth ! " 

91. We com^ now at last to the acted ; 
to that period, which. Cicero calls, ^^ of old 
^ age, either aimed; or certainly approach* 
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ffi ing-^But jam urgerdis, aut certe adven- 
^ tarUis senectutis/' And here we have a 
task, still more delicate to fulfil than the 
former. For, who are the aged, and the old? 
At what period do those qualities of time 
oommence, andattaeh their characters upon 
individuals ? 

' 92.' ''Do you call a man old atrsixtj?'' 
says ' 'the world : and aucb is the; general 
ftystem of connivance ^andmutiml ddcep- 
tiod/ that die nsual: answer to that question 
i^-i^No / But here, again, we have need .to 
fix and detemiine die signifioatioa<df terms* 
By tf^ecJ, «nd -oAly ^{.apprehend we must 
^mdierstand,. the having outlived far the 
greateripart of the average number of our 
y^ars^-and/. of course, having bikt a/^mall 
portion of that number ^emainitig* Jlged, 
and o^/bei^g relative notioiut, aiid relative 
to a fixed and general misasur^ of! time in 
life; between fifty and sixty, and;be(wei»a 
sixty and seventy,. out of seventy yefurs, 
certainly establish, in different propor- 
tions, the rdatioos of j^e^. or oldnesi. 
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As this poet is adventurous enough to 
say; 

If tnitby in spite of manners, must be told. 
Why truly, Jifty^ve is something old *. 

93. That this statement may not appear so 
contrary to the common opinion of man^ 
kind, as it is to the partial feeling of the 
World ; let us inquire^ what was the opinioa 
of the wisest heathen nations, before ag^ 
became so much an object of jealousy aiid 
irritation. 

• 94. According to the Greeks and Latins, 
a man was called Trfiofeyks-^-^semor, that is, 
elder or aged, as soon as he had completed 
his forty-ninth year, and had entered upon 
hjs fiftieth ; and he was called ysf «v«— «e;3er, 
that is, old, from the age of fifty-«ix to the 
end of his life. If now, keeping in our 
mind the definition which has just been 
given of agednei9, and oldness, we carry our 
eye to the Bioscope, we shall receive imme* 

' ' . • . ■ . ' 

^ Elegy to «D Old Beattty{-.PARNSU 
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diate demonstration of the truth and just-' 
ness of that ancient enumeration. He who 
has entered into his last decimal but one, is, 
in all certainty, aged; and he who has 
entered his last decimal, is, in all meaning, 
old, though others may be older. 

95. It has been observed, that we are 
never sensible of our advancement in age, 
until some accidental circumstance occurs to 
awaken in us a sense of that truth. Seneca^ 
thus relates an incident, which led him to 
remark, that he was already an aged man« 
^' Quocunque me verto, argumenta seneb* 
'' tutis meas video. Veneram in suburba- 
^' num, et querebar de impensis aedificii 
^^ delabentis. Ait villicus, non esse negli*- 
^' gentias suae vitium, omnia se facere, sed 
*^ villam veterem esse. Haec villa inter man ui 
'^ meas crevit; quid mihi futurum est, si 
^' tam putrida sunt aetatis meas saxa?— «- 
^' Wherever I turn, I see the proofs of my 
'' own agedness. I went to my house out 
^' of town, and complained of the expense 
^' which I was to incur for repair^. Tb^ 
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^ Steward itaid^ that U waanot owing jt^my 
^ negligence iai'him; iJwt be had tak«i 
^ e?eiy.careof Jthe^huiUiiigy bat .that the 
^ hoiiee* waa old. . Now, thia: boose grew up 
.^ under my own hands ! . What, ihtsa^ nrast 
^ be my own case^if matetialsi of my. own 
^ age, are thus^ perishable ?" 

96. From these stages, a long seirospeet 
is opened to us ; and the prospect narrows 
in proportion. We peroeiTe^ sensibly: xwr 
advance, and approximation to thecoma 
motk boundary pf life; and we ace as sen- 
liibly convinced, that no time should be 
wasted, or lost, for bringing our minds into 
A conformity with our years, in order to 
our final arrival at that < boundary. Here, 
then, the Bioscope ^speaks eloquently to us 
in its capacity of-MoMrroB. 
■'■ 97. We read upon the dial ^Sa^ xharacters 
-of the ages which we have past, and of 
ijiose at which we are arrived ; and, however 
•much w<» may desire to deny those eharac- 
terSf by appeaKiig to the ^texture of our 
fft(MigA^«,y <Qt,4be90iiapi<;uousiact vindicates 
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its r^ity, by appealiag to the number of 
jcrar yean. And it is yearty not thoughts, 
'irhich make tip the measuFe of haman life. 

9d« ^ However age may discourage us by 
^ its appearance, from 'Vx>nsidering it in 
>' prospeet/* says a great writer, ** we shall 
'^ all by degrees certainly be old, if we live 
^* long enongh ; and th<^refure we ought to 
^ inquire, what provision ' can be made 
^against that time of distress i what hap- 
^ piness <can be stored against the winter of 
^ life*? and how we may pass our latter 
^ years with serenity and cheerfulness ? If 
^ it has been found by the experience of 
^ mankind, that not even the best seasons 
** of life are able to supply sufficient grati- 
fy 'fications, without aiMcipiitikg uncertain 
^felicities, it cannot suf^ly b^ supposed, 
^* that old age, worn with labours,iharra8sed 
f* with anxieties, and tortitfed with diseases, 
f^ ^ould have any gladness of itscwn, or 
^ feel any satisfaction from the con temj^^ 
^ tion of the present. Al) the comfort that 
^ can now be expected^ mast be recalled 
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*' from the past , ox borrowed from thefuture. 
'* The past is very soon. exhausted; all the 
'* events or actions of which the memory 
'* can afford pleasure, are quickly recol- 
,'* lected; and the future lies beyond the 
'^ grave, where it can be re^hed only by 
" virtue and devotion. Piety is the only 
/' proper and adeqiuite x^x^i of decaying 
** man. He that grows old without reli^ 
*^ gious hopes, as he declines into imb^' 
^\ cility, and feels pains and sorrows incest 
^' santly crowding upon him, falls into a 
'* gulf of bottomless imisery ; iu which every" 
^\ recollection must plunge him deeper> and 
" where he finds op ly new gradations of 
." anguish, and precipices of horror." 

99. The aged, and theoldi will therefore^ 
if they are wis<^, be admoni$hed by the 
Bipscope, to make their piinds dwell, with 
resolution, on the demonstrated shortness of, 
their remaining course ; and on the region^ 
to which the end of that course must in* 
evitably bring them. . And here we may 
iremairk, that common sense alpn^^i and the 
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<H>minoii inclination and practice of man- 
kind, would seem to incite U8 to thi8 
exercise. 

100. All men look so tar forward into 
time, as to provide for the interest of gene- 
rations which they shall never witness on 
the earth. '^ They labour in things,^ says 
Cicero, *^ in which they know they shall 
^ have no personal concern. Nor is there 
** a farmer, however old^ that hesitates, if 
^'he is asked, ybr whose sake he sows or 
^ plants ? to reply—* For the sake of the 
'< immortal gods ; who require, that I should 
^ not merely receive these things from my 
'* forefathers, but transmit them also to 
** posterity."' Now, if it is natural to man, 
to look forward into times which he shall 
never witness, for the sake of persons whom 
he shall never see ; it would seem much 
more natural, to look forward to an eternity 
into which we are entering, for the sake of 
ourselves, who shall be sensible of existence 
throughout that eternity. 

* 101. Upon the same principle, it would 
seem natural, that we should engage our 
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tlioiights in comidering that etitoal comUaey, 
into which we are so aoon to enter* Per 
the termination of the scale, is full as mach 
the beginning of a lifel,- as it is the end of a 
life: the end of one, being, iptofaeio, the 
b^inning of another.: Just as the door* 
way of an antiHshamber, is not more the 
point of egress from thence, than it is that 
of ingress to the state-room. Now, wJlat 
person is there, who, if he has in prospect to 
embark for Persia or Peru, will not be 
filled with an ardent curiosity concerning 
his voyage ; and very inquisitive, after the 
nature and genius of the. country, and the 
kind of entertainment he shall meet with 
in it? And shall we, when we see that the 
period of our departure is approaching, 
aliitle more or less near, be Jess curious, and 
kss inquisitive, respecting the country which 
immediately borders upon the concluding 
goal of life; to which we shall arrive ere 
long; fi^m which we shall not return; but 
shall remain, under circumstanc^es wholly 
and essentially new i Especially, when we 
have it in onr- power^ to gain s^^much 
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deHghtAil information respecting that coudh 
try; and: to secure so safe a jonrney to it, 
and so favonrable a reception wit? Sorely,- 
in this repect, the Bioscope is a consume 
mate Comforter ; since it brings us to so near 
a prospect of that cofuntry, and conducts 
onri mew: even to the Tery frontier. 

102, And here I shall 4ake occasion to 
ranark ; that there is hot a more common^ 
or more delusive error, and which, how*" 
ever soothing it may be to the imagiHation, 
is most^ treachaK)us to the reason; than 
that of looking forward to old age, as d 
siationy in vfhi A we are to halt, and take 
our re^, at the dose pf ithe jonrney of life. 

lOS. F<Nr, first; we may never attain to 
old age; and then, how misdiievous must 
be the Hlusion, of; living always with a 
view to a.^riod, at which we never shall 
arrive? ^^ You hear many,*' says Seneca^ 
'^ who say, I will setire at my fiftieth year; 
^ or, my sixtieth year will set me free from 
*^ alt 'toil of business. But, what pledge 
^ ha^ your received of so long a life i Are 
^ you motariwned^ to treasure up in your 



^ imagin&tion atiy tesctfve oP.ftrttirfe'j^rifsf 
^'Nonjmdei te reHqiidi 'iitit fe^hrixttt'?^^ 

* Tte kWs of probability/* ii^ Mr. (Sifti. 
%iOB, at the age of fifty-4W^o, ^ sa-trut*iii 

* generaV so fallaciot^^ ia paitictibi^y '9^ 
^*' -allow me about fiftet^n ^ears. 1 fehaB 
^ doon enter the period whidi; as' the 'miM 
*• agreeable of his long life> was selected by 
-^ the judgment -and experience of ttic^s^i^ 
^ Fontenelle." But the- sage Fonteiielte 
iMkid so^ upon the retrospect, and not on thl^ 
^tospcct, Mr. Gibbon died wiibin five 
years. ■ -■■ 

*» * 104. But; suppose that we shall attain to 
t>ld age ; still/ we shall find it no stationary 
post, or place of halting. Life has, in all 
ages, been well compared" t6 a Joiimey. 
Now, to look to old age as A stiiHan, md to 
^igbnsole ourselves, as. we travel Oh itt^Hfe, 
^itfi the prospect of that imaginary sti^tioii^ 
is> as if a man were journeying from' Bath 
to London, and looked forward fdr bis 
fepose, between Kensington and Hyde-Piark 
Corner. The three or four last miles of 
th^tjMrney) will ii^effi ; answer to the iajk 
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^ears of the journey of life. The traveller 
will certainly only look for his repose^ wbem 
be shall be arrived at his home in th£ Capital. 
The interval from Kensington to the Turn*' 
pike; willy indeed, probably awaken in him 
a lively sense of his approach to his home ; 
and the more so, as he will then be wearied 
and harrassed by bis journey ; and, in his 
contemplation of the proximity of his en- 
joyment, his mind will experience an anti' 
cipation of repose. But it is beyond the 
Turnpike, and *in the Capital only^ that he 
will look for its reality. 

105. And so in the journey of life. The 
last years of life neither promise, nor admi- 
nister, any period of retreat in themselves; 
fpr life proceeds as fa$t (nay, sensibly faster,) 
in old age, as in any other part of its 
course : it can then only be, in the near 
prospect of retreat, not in the possession of 
it. Old age may, doubtless, look for some 
repose of mind, from its period in the jour- 
ney ; because its anxieties will have greatly 
;SUbsided, and its concern about future con^ 
^ageocie^, and accidents of the toad, will 
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tie extnemely diminished ; bD( it must atiJi 
tra.vel oo a9 fast. as ever, aod its retreat^ will 
only be acqwired, when the goal is passed 
mi th^ final home attained. 
/U)6». Aod this objection liei^ ia a greats 
fyffef^ against the scbemc^ of human life. 
txbibited in the AND&oidEXER of the 
highly yaluable- Sir William Jones ; whidbi^ 
as htsi noble biographer defines, it to be, ia 
^ a scale (^. human attainments and. ergoy^ 
^ me:ntij* ITiis scale points out certain ye^rst 
^ the end of life, as forming a^ period of 
^ the perfection of earthly happiness^ aod^ 
lb^ref6re> naturally directs^ the mind to that 
fi^f^, s^ one, in prospect, of which, it is, to 
gjijde its course. But,, however ingenious 
thr^^heme may be, and ho wever- ^ striking 
'^ a ^ecimea it may afford of the extent of 
^' its distinguished author's yiew3, in the 
^. a^uisitiQn of intellectual attainments;'' 
(to. use . the wqcds. of his. biographer;) it 
requires but a^ superficial inspection to d^ 
cern, bow^ eiitixely visionary, and decep^ 
tiousy ]4i is* X'hatrit is visionary, is manifiest; 
Vscai^sit ^hm tft nothing in the charactes 
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as jfgli^ i:o ail5r ode year, which is fbondecF 
trpd^a l^e liaWsr 6t nature. And that it is ia 
tfientmogt degree deceptions/ was demon* 
Btrated in the exceHent author himself, wjtio 
ithagin^ it at th6>age of thiriy, and' who did 
«^ Iit6.'t6 reiich iheforty^ghth division d^ 
l^e sckle: which was many degrees lAovt, 
el^lfib^e, in Which he had placed " the pef^ 
^fedthfi of earthly happhiess" And there^^ 
£>re> as his biographer aptly relnarks:, 
*' We are not t5 consider, that the pref- 
*^'paraiion for etebnity, which stands ai 
**^'th^ end of tlie scale, was to be deferred,^ 
**' tintil the seventieth yeak; it is rather 
^ to be considered' as f^ object Ui which mj 
^^was^ perpeiuatty to look, during the wholej," 
"cibf'hii life, and which was exclusively to ^, 
** engrods his latter years ♦.^ 

ib7. Bat it win perliaps'besaid; '' True! 
^ biit at that end ii death ; arid the pro- 
'^^pect of death is so repellant to human 
^ batut'e, that the mind naturally recoils fiioih 
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" the View ; * and would rather s^k ati obli- , 
"* vion in the Visions of fancy, than be har- 
<* rowed up by the presence of that hostile 
'* spectre.*" If this is thelangua^ofbumaa 
Qature/'X am at a loss to knbW, under what 
^dispensation we are to find it. By htimaa 
nature, I linderstand the best condition of 
that nature. Wasitthen intheAeo^Ae/imlorJd^ 
that this language was held f It is vefjr con- 
trary to the language of' Socrates, or of 
Cicero. 

. 108. When Socrates stood before his 
iniquitous judges, and had just received con- 
demnation to death, he thus evinced the 
effect which their judgdaent, and the pro- 
spect of immediate dissolution, wrought 
upon his mind. " Deatjh,^ said he to them, 
" must necessarily be one of two things. 
'* Either it is the entire end of all sen- 
*' satidn ;' or it is the transportation of the 
'' soul from one place into another. Now, 
** if it is only the extinction of all ^sen- 
" sation, like a sleep in which we experi- 
^ ence uo dreamy how astonishingly gainful 
** is death! But if, on the other hand, that 
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,1^i which we ar^ taught be true ; that death 
;" fis our removal; from hence in^o adother 
f5j pllice ; apd if it be also irue, that we 



*': shall there be consigned to the judgment 
" of j'igbtepus and equitable Judges; how 
fV f^j; inore gaiofoi must it then be ! Ancl if 
";l$hall. there hold, intercourse with Or- 
^^ pheps^ with Mussevs^ with Hesiod, with 
^f HoQier) I would . willingly, for such fell- 
" city, suffer death many times oyer! To 
'* me, the prospect of such a society -Js 
•^ beyond measure delightful; .since they; 
'^ who shall arrive at that place, will die no 
'* more, but will remain for ever; immortal, 
V and in the enjoyment of happiness, infi- 
" nit^ly surpassing every thing that is ex^ 
*^ perienced her^^/^ . - 

K)9. The sentiments of Cicero, on tbc 
same article, are > delivered by him in the 
persoa of Cato; whom he thus makes to 
wind up, and conclude, his beautiful treatjise 
upon Old Age^ *^ I depart from life,!' say* 
be, '^ as from: imtnoi not as from an ho$ne; 
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^ (oit nature gare it to us, only as a place 
'^ of temporary abode, and not as one? of 
^permanent habitation^ O glorious dsjrf 
^^^wfaen I shall reach that divine concourse' 
^^iilid -society of spirits ; and iirhen I shall 
^''depart from this scene. of pQllttlioniand 
'^ * distraction i For I shall theo^ lio t only go 
^ to those persons of whom I have already 
'^-tpoken, but to mjr own son, than: whom 
** 'Ho better man was ever bom, ; nor any 
^ one more illustrious for his piety. To : 
''^Whose body I perfoimed the last offices-; 
^^wtiereas, it was rather he that should 
'^have performed them to mine. But his 
^ «oul, not taking leave of me, but looking 
^•bdck for me, departed to diose regions, 
** ^t6 which he knew I myself must so soon 
^ follow him. And this loss I seemed to 
'' yovi tO' beai^ with composure; but it was 
^ Wit that I bore it with composure, but 
^ilitat I consoled myself with the thought^ 
^ %hat the distilnce and separatbn' between 
^ ^ wotild not be loug^ And with these 
** tfeflections, old age is not only light to 
^ Me/ bttt^ eveft pldiiikfgi For if I aiad in 



^'Mf^ria believing^ tkat the souls o£ n^m 
^ are imtaottalj I willingly err; nwr shaft 
''any one, while I live, ro6 me of'thftt 
" error> vrhioh is Bay itelightitr-QMod 4> w 
'' hoc errOf quod animtn homhtim mmoi^kks 
*' esse credainy t^fettter irrat nee fntUlMic 
" erroremtyquo delectoTy <ft/m tlivo, extc^qji^^ri 

110. Is it^ tbeoi in the QhrisHanworMii^^ 
death is diseoveredito be^Mi 6bjeck4o^i0^s 
tahmmBm trnvmi f8lireiy«oi:$ fdf^^e^kffi^fri^, 
th«t shice the ^efirtfts 4rf <' :iife anil Im- 
"mortality have heeft l»rp«igl\t tp- fijght» 
*' by the Gospel/- and all 4otib^ iiiisi-* 
pated respeeting rdiose . gr^t f^Qi|(ls» itiifi 
*' sting ofdtath^^ is draw^^; imd it isjheit^oQie 
to w nethilig ifiMhi^ thiM ^p$rkil, % %hUAk 
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fit to g«ide;0«r iiMsauB, elA^ fa ^he t)ri^. 
then or ^€hiistiaai' wi^y hfore iiot f^o^dT 
from the pmspieot of death, nor, vieayff|-4t 
as aa hostile spfSi^tre^ hnt rather^ a^jL,ffsAie 
and a didiYef^^^^J,l w^, ^ho v.|irofeim t9 
uniteji (|n«|49!# tiilJfld^ te^€^#iir^ 
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and heathen, cherish the miserable sehti- 
menty which dares not meditate its natural 
approach ? 

——«No! the thoaght of death indulgie. ;■ 
Give it its wbolesoo^e empire; letitreign^ ^ 
That Hind chastiser of the soul ip joy } 
^y(V9d , why not think of death ?-^ — • . \ 

]Bre man has measured half his wearied stag^ 
His luxuries have le£t him no reserve ; 
No maiden relishes, unbroached delights. 
'^ P . ' Oa «old-«erv^d repiititidnB he Subsists, 
r. And in the tasteless pnetent, chews the patti-*- 
., ^. . Age should walk thoughtful, on the bolema thorj^ 
Of that vast ocean it must sail so soon ; 
And put good works on board, and wait the wind, 
*rbat shortly blows us into worlds unknown. 
' If unconsidered too, a dreadJRil scene ! 

:• ;.112« It is a great mistake, to suppose 
»; that we are not yet entered within the 
;:4aQpinipa of death, because bis last act of 
power has not yet been exercised upon us : 
. .^. in ihe midst of life we are in death.'' 

Must I then forward only look for death ? 
-• ^ Backward Iturn my eye, and find him t^ere. 
!»r V jMtok is a ulf'survroor every hour, 
b r/iMm^liks a stream^ lis in perpeiaat flow. ;^ 
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. JDi(|athV% fbvtrcQrer of qqokidimb pre|r« ' : ' < 
. . My jQUtb, u^y iiopntide bis^ my yesterday ! . r^r 
The bold invader shares the present hQur;. ^ 

Each moment on the former shuts the grave. 
WhUie man is growings life is in decrease; 
Our birth is nothing but our death begun. 
As tapers waste that instant chey take fire. 
Shall we then tl^ar, lest that should come to ptiss, 
Wiuch comes to pass each moment of our lives? 

113. That the contemplatioa of the dose 
of lifei^ which is inseparable from death, is 
far from being grievous in itself, bat is only 
rendered so by its opposition to the custom- 
ary habits of the mind, and to the -con- 
ceptions which the mind has chosen to 
entertain and nourish ; is brought to demon- 
stration, by a comparison with those, who 
Jiave viewed it, not merely with compdsiiire 
and willingness, but with even rapture and 
delight. 

114. Mr. Gibbon, when he had com- 
pleted those celebrated pages^ the applause 
for which was to constitute the chief reward 
and happiness of his mind; and when, at 
the age of: fifty-itao years, he had conceived 
the fallacious expectation of an '^ autumnal 
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<^ p^iod 0f feKoity ('' tdee}ta^^»Mf%i ex- 
perience of Kfe| in iile ibHoW^iog' trdSrtting 
sentence: ** t maHtteluclantly observe, that 
** two caose^y tfae abbreviatiott ^ time, and 
^^. the failureqf hope, will alwi^g taage^with 
" a browner shade, the ev<ening ^ life*/' 

11)5. If ^is BMteoce id ddiVered as a 
general proposition, applicable to all man- 
kind ; and meaning to assert, tliat the abbre^ 
▼iattoQ. of time, and the failiM t^ bop^, are 
eonteladve, the latter veceiisarily foll^^wing 
from the former; we are so happy as tb 
know, with full assorance, that H is jKiriUfO^ 
fabe.. Millions of ChristianBbav^ borne 
testimoEy, in the evening of thek lives, :tx> 
its utter falsefaood» When ^. Pafiil em* 
olaimed— ^ The tiiQ« of my- departiiHe ii at 
^' band, I have fiiofsfawKl tty ^eiffae ; h^ce«> 
^ ibrth there is, kid up for iM anerown: of 
f* glory, which the Lord> the righteous^ jiidger 
^' will give me in. l^at dayv And not to me 
^ ottly, but to aU thfise.j^h^.whia^iov^iiAm i 
^ prospect ,of).Hi|i|reappeiMpi«g!-' W^enbe 
|h]]^ exclauned,. wa« tbese^ aiiy gyaiptom 

* ItfemoisB of us lilfe. 



*^mki4e uem to tii^ t&e ^^ning bf fttt 
^t life f^^ And endleM are^&e exampteai wfatcb 
tU^ «xp«iieiio^^ of Mi vktmd Cbrigtians oim 
supply, of kope"iQCireds«ig with theaMbiiB^ 
viation of ' tiib#; aod of th<e sefefie <^iiU 
genoe, wkkh thiit bcipe abedsyWdt obly ovef^ 
tbt^^enit^^ bill ^^ifi^ tbe very twilight ie>F 
life. Mr. Gibboi^ pr6p6stti<nr, tfa»i«foi«;' 
if!:liaken univer»dfy, k mcnk expetimmMilf 
falser : 

vtl6. Bttty if tt be tak^trwitb ItttKitattoft^ 
as^^in iact it Oitghi fo be'tiJten ^ if it mere(;)i^ 
expresses Mr. G4bteift\i crwn experience ^ 
aafll declares the lowaM coftditieBl of hit ^m^ 
nviBd; tben^ w^vfifuAt reo^e it^ itot <Mjm 
trmifbut as one fof Ae iBdlbst nhttsay^Si^ 
dotuie^^ one of ^ the nbst ^duaUe tirudisr i^ 
ej^perittie&tal ^ioB^ tbat ^^^otrld bare hee^ 
iittpaned to the w0«M. My. Glbhbiii:^ ibiiBi 
Aifltiactty declared; «8^«tbe resuU of'iiis Mi, 
diai^ii^ wp, ddilieral4^/ onty a Terf ^dit^ 
pelMif More bis decease, that ibe^eoliiM^ 
mto which be had pat Us aaf^d, and the 
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Tiew wbicb be>had practised himself to take 
of philosophy and of religion^ ^caused his 
^hbpe to Ikil, ID proportioQias his term of life 
^'jdiminished; and that the consequeace ^^of 
•lliafc failure of hope, was a tinge of ^loom, 
>^m6re and more deeply investing the evening 
of his life.' > ; ' 

'VI 17. Melancholy, nay frightful, as this 
^^declaration is,> it speaks more than voinilies 
''t6 prove the divinity of the Gospel ; and the 
^impotence and absurdity of all human con« 
'^its, set up in opposition to it* It proves 
'to demonstration, the truth of what has just 
been advanced ; that the prospect of the 
'end' of life, is not necessarily, and in itself, 
''>grievoufS'; but that it becomes so only when 
>1% is in opposition to the habits, and esta- 
^ Wished impressions of the mind. Where 
^ the mind- accuetoms itself to view the pro- 
^ gress and end of our nature> as it is illus- 
trated by revealed truth; the close of life, 
/'^atis, dealby is a requisite circumstance in 
' ity' cooduoive to: an end we seek. Where 
^ 'me meek not tbat end, because we have habi- 
WMf'exdimd^fiiX turned away^from^ the 



"4ight of rerelation ; t^mind^ nDWiiUing to 

advance, seeks either to <retunv or nemaki 

"ItEttionary. But death is an unsuntiount^ble 

fmpediment to such an expedient ; etod ev^ 

^Ktep^ tbereCbre, that we are foroifaJiy camied 

;towards it^ miist naturally <^ tinge wilbrra 

*' browner shade, the evening of.Ufe " d :o- 

:? ! 1 18. We meet Avith notbingy itiTthe death 

!"of that distinguished censor ,«f! the. ichurlrh 

'and ^Gospel, which should'. tempt .us^.ew^n 

-afi we could gain tenfold fbe mieasure;«of;ihis 

i^^iame, to seek the succour of; bis ph'^loso^- 

. phical phantom^ in exchange • fur tb^hsub^ 

' ^tatltial oonsolations ioii.the Cliri^tian.laitjhf'. 

The chief incidents of the awful p^riia^y 

; which, at the age of j^ly-5Mr> inienJupfaed 

all his plans of *^^ autumnal felis%t}f;^'n\ $ie 

thus recorded. " Twe?dy^four hours ,biiSf^e 

-^ .his death, Mr. Gibbon happenedrVto^ifall 

*^ into a conyersadon> not uncommoH'iYi^h 

^f him, on thei probablei duration , of Ms rttfe* 

::'*vHe said^ be thwjgbt himself a gaodi^, 

** {6t ten, twelve, <3V. perhaps ^e^^^yei^l's* 

'^ On Monday,' J^Ouary ld,<berusbdj^iri^t 

M aiif«operati^enj:.aiid8eem;^drt»Hlicb^^U«1^d^ 



^ Se talked, a» xofoii, of pfeisshlg his titJEteal; 
^ iMniseB vbich he had often freqaent^ 
^ with great pIcosBre; aiid said, I intend 
^ to go on Thursday (Jan. 16,) to Deifiaki^ 
^ ^lijce homew"-^'' On the lOth^" says h» 
fioUe bk^ra{)her,^I readied his lodgfaig 
<' about ' midnigfat, and' learned, that iny 
'^^iend hM ex^red/tt' quarter before bhe 
^v^'cbck/ tJua-'dayr, His i^nfef cfe cAam&v 
^' observed, that My. Oibbon did not, at ieuiy 
^>tftiie,'^Ow t&e- Ibast dgn of alarm, or 
^ ^ll^rebe^iott' of di^ath; And it does not 
^-}Bipp^y that he eder thaoghi himself in 
^ ^imgisn-' Me died in tte year 170S, 

aged 57. 

^19. 'Addiiion, two years before his desith, 
tentered' irpbii hik adihirabib work', in £vr- 

DB4f€Eiofi^*6Cli*ISTlAN*TlEEmi0N. ^* Itt 

^' flie^bfegfttiiing^ol the yeatf 1719/'^ says his 
gre^ bk%riipb^; '' the ^nd of his usef ol Tifi^ 
« ^dts'fibw lii^proikcfaing. Addison had for 
'' sbtti^thrie^beteibppressed by sfadrttress of 
«* brea*;^tirlrid5r*was now ag^avatedby a 
« di-bpsy^ ittid find{% Mi diiiiger preksibg; 



*^ QWO. pn^ept8 ^tmL pra^9siQiis. . Tbs fitrl 
*^=«£ W^wic^ wa« 41 jioiiiig jmm <>£ Tery 
'f^ iiWg^ular lijfey aod perhsqp^ o£ loose opi- 
*^ mm^ iUiclUoiv for whom be did not 
^ wapt respect, had iiery diltgeqitly eodea* 
*^ TiQuved to ledaini bim ;, but hia : acgu^r 
** iO0ot8. and expofilailatiops^ bad BO effect/ 
'^ Ooe expwmeot, ho wever, , xemained to- 
'Vbp ta;ied; whea he.fouQdbi^,li£e|ieQRits* 
*' ^d^ be directed the joang lord to be' 
** called ; and vibm \?^^ desijned>. with great 
'^^lenderoesa^ to bear, bis; last- kiJAOctiopB^' 
*^ told him^ ' I ba^i^e sentt foir joii, Huitgfpu 
'' nuu^ see haw a,Cnj^sj:iAV cam dieJ"" ^M^' 
died June ]?> 17 19^ aged 47. 

1^. WbateiQ^ /is^aa the fiffeist ;>of ^is^ 
exaoiple upoa ^ jEafL;0| .Wai^iRi^ 
reqiaioed to aaiin^te^dier &itk|^.lbe pi^ji. 
an^v the Tirtuef pH .th^- ^liiiti^. i^Q^4- 
G^Uert, . distipgoisbed io Sajxqoy bj^ { tJ^f^ 
Miiptity of bi% life and ;wriUQgs,. di^mo^r 
%tjm^ ia hiKis^lf the eftc^cy o^s tl^ bj;igt)l 
axgiaple,. ^ ,Oa th^4ay pfi Wb. dJasplflfliopjf 
** qpiyiiiced..tbali, he: ^t.tbeH^a^j^p 

§|pfiQiaGb/^.deaU^^ hej^apesti^.i^^ 



u '' 
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<^ of ^18 friends, bow ,loiig' be.9ai(g^(}4ti}l 
^'. have, to struggle with it f^ Upon receifing 
^ for aaswer, perhaps an hour^ -^ Gpd.be 
^* praised!* he exclaimed^ raisiqg hie ba^ds 
*^ with a joypus countenance $ / only- , pie 
*^ hour!* Then, with a countenance ^ atiU 
^f more serene, he turned on his -side; 
** silently addressed himself in prayer; to 
** Ood ; and, in the midst of that prayer,' 
'' sunk into the sleep of death; on the.l^^th 
'< of December, 1769, aged 54. .This so 
^f peaceful end,'* adds his' biographerj, *f ue^ 
''. calls and confirms what Addison said qtt 
** his death-bed ; See how a Christian can 
^' die! And thus was accomplished the 
'^ ardent desire which Gellert expressed in 
^ a. letter, in which he spoke of the death 
'fpf Addison: * Great God! what would 
'^f, be. my happiness, if my end could be like 
'Miis!''' 

: 121, "There is nothing in history," said 
AddisoD, seven years before his deaths 
^^j; which is so improving to the reader, as 
f*j those accounts which we meet with, of the 
^* deaths of eminent persons, and of their 



ffMfttdo odd; thai tWr^ a/e ttapMrts m h&kt6ty, 
^^^wliicb iaffeci: and pFeatie the'r^addr hi bo 
^ jiilltHrMe Jl ttiann^. The reatson I tiiketd 
«* Wthh; hfictioie' i^kit i^ n6 bthei sikgie 
^tAretttmatit^ hi the tfbi^'b^ any iMgle 
^ {M^sdufy itHick datt pos/itibly be ihetaiie oi 
^ i&ifery^neiBifhd reads k'^.*^' v 

^^■VMfJ The dofotrd denke and t^dtb; blP this 
fiii3m.Ay l^ing m^ilfe^l iet 'tis bHh^ Udine 
litf c^r own cai^ the eiani^ley/ here ' ad* 
diced, df the doneludlhg lives; of due- o^ 
the greatest antagonists^ aiid of 6ttt of the 
gleatest vindicators/ of the Chrbtian i^th; 
iAtiil(^ii&t^t(st,wkich of the ti#owew8iilicl 
Hfthi^ resemble, on ii^ dkj^ Wbitii' shall 
tenrmiumi^ 0«nr Hvbs. Wtifethisi' offiim Who 
prepared for his declining yeats a dimi- 
ttfit^M df hop^y and an av^^ng grdom 
of prospect; or of him, who prepared his 
inind to depart in the strongest confidence 
4>f hope, and in the brightest ser^ity df 
joy f Of him, who on the day of hiis death, 
^as employed in the sad and fa&adous 

* Spectator, No, S89. See this wM« paper. 
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coin pii tattoo, of teUf or itvdve, or tmenty 
more years of earthly life; or of him, wfao 
met the day of his death, as the day of his 
fmmediate advancement to the presence, of 
God, in eternity ? Of him, whose mind enter* 
tained no anticipations of his impending 
removal to another state of being; or of 
him, whose mind was already on the wing 
for its departure, with the most lively anti- 
cipations of the bliss which was waiting to 
receive him i Of hffti, finally, who sought to 
lead a soul to heaven, by the demonstrative 
evidence of its already dawning glory; or 
of him, who had no better consolation to 
offer to his greatest friend, under the seve- 
rest of domestic calamities, than a frigid an4 
vnhopeful — ** if there be a future state* J* 

The chamber, where the good man meets lus^ite. 
Is privilegM beyond the common walk 
Ofvirtaous life, qoite in the verge of heaven. 
Fly, ye profane ! If not, draw near with awe ^ , 
Receive the blessing, and adore the chance 
That threw in this Bethesda yonr disease. 
If unrestorM by this, despair your core ; 

• Gibbon's Miscd. Woiis, i. 279. 
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^ov here resbtless demonstration dmellt: 
Ji de«tb-bed*s the detector of the l!ieart.-r- , 
, You see the luan, you see his hold on Heav'iu 
If sound bis virtue, -as Philander's sound. 
Heaven waits not the last moment ; owns her friends 
On this side death, and points them out to men i' 
A lecture, silent, but of sovereign power. 

Whatever farce the boastful hero plays, ^ j 

Virtue alone has majesty in death, ^ ^ 

Through Nature*s wreck, through vanquish^ agonieS| 
What gleams of joy I What moretban human peace 1 
Where the frail mortal f the poor abject worm ? 
Ko, not in death, the mortal to be found. 
His conduct is a legacy for all / 
His comforters he comforts ; great in ruin^ . . 

With unreluctant grandeur, gives, not yielda 
His soul sublime; and closes with his fate. 

^' How our hearts burnt within lis" at the scene ! 
Whence this brave bound, o'er limits fiiM to msm ? 
His God sustains him in his final hour ! 
His final hour brings glory to his God ! — 
Christians, adore ! and infidels, believe ! 

As some tall tower, or lofty mountain's brow, 
De^ins the sun, illustrious from its height; 
While rising vapours, and descending shades, 
With damps and darkness drown the spaciotia Vale: 
Undampt by doubt, undarken'd by despair, ' 
Philander thus augustly rears his head^ 
*At tliat black hoi^r which general bori:or shedi 
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' On the lo# level of th* ingloriotis timmg. 

:' Snireet peiiee^ nod hesvenlj hope, and Iminlile jdy^ 

; .; Divwel jT beam on hit exalted toul ; 

r DestructioB gild, and crown him for the skies! 



Ift3. It is a vast error to suppose/ that 
vice, in ifs common and popular setise, is 
the 'only moral evil which can disqualify us 
Ipr the promises of religion. Vice is, indeed, 
a .mbr(<?/ ^vil, and ^ insuperable disquaJifi-^ 
caiiQHy so long i^ it continues, and is tiot 
cast off, and thoroughly purged out ; but 
the mind and heart of man, oppressed^hy 
its burden, may conceive such inward ap- 
prehensions of its misery and hat.efulnes$> 
^9 by 9. strong a^d resolute effort to cast it 
oSij to loathe it, and to invest itself theoce* 
forth in a garb of purity and virtu'^. Thi 
mind, receiving into itself such ah inwkrd 
principle, of renovation, may become; Ss it 
were^eutir^ly regen,erated ; and hold a sei^is 
and stieftdjr hop^ of adcnissioa to those high 
privilege through the merey oi Ot>d, and 
the peculiar means by which H« b^s. been 
pleased to admititster that mer^y. 
124. itit there is a mot^ desp^U e¥iV 






which is, meiii€l vice;: a: corrupt^ ,j|ijl^i)ed 
fnmk ^mindy and priiiciple of uy^-exukcaiM* 
If this principle is suffered to fistablbb 
its full doDQ^iDion^ to grow with life, dud to 
)iecon>e inveterate, neither the experiescc 
nor the imaginatioii of mao can conceive a 
process for.cofrecting it. This is a pria^ 
Qiple of esseatial hostility to the suprematj/ 
01 GQd> as vice n a principle of open rebel- 
lion against His dulMrity. Biit he who 
has loQg rebelled^ may become heart-«mi|leA 
flid humbled, and prostrate himself in penj(* 
jbence ; and then, bis evil is instantly re^ 
moved* But he« who is '^ exalted ubwfe 
<' 9n€aiiir9;" who establishes ii^ himself a Mfl^ 
timeot of se^-auikoriiff i who contemplaiesi 
with a self-devotion^ bis own ii^agined sape* 
fiority of jadgment,; making bk» ^e^the 
ijdtiyinal,e object of bis appeal; becom«!s 
i|)capable of humiliation, and closes ib^ 
flow of bis reason^ and his hearty agains^ all 
lUnmifiation through the channels o( divine 
tnftb. And there is no pr^pect of bis ev2 
being corrected^ before he is callied away^ ^ 
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^firefcise bf hb intellfectual agency; and to> 
i^how^ how far bis time of trial has been em«» 
I^IoyM, in reducing bis intellectual facultiei^ 
ibio a state of submissive allegiance to the 
MiffiTEK, whom alone he was made to serve 
by them. If then it be found, that; «a 
siffficierit progress has been made, in a course 
6f subjugating the will, and conforming the 
ikind, to the sole and entire government of 
God ; the agent must, necessarily, stand as 
defective, as if he had engaged in any other 
c^ur^e of delinquency* The mental viccy sa 
'cherished and confinned, will leave him as' 
tinprepared, and as inadequate to the per-^ 
feet agency then demanded of him, as if he 
had lived in the indulgence of any other 
species of forbidden gratification. 

125. And it is upon this distinction, 6o 
easily apprehended by the reason, between 
teDellion in act, that is vice, and rebellbn in 
principle, that is, infidelity and sceptici^ 
|:hat OUR Lord, who alone could declarer the 
counsels of Heaven, pronounced ; that the 
foirnitr, ** the publicans and harlots, should 
^'^a ipto thfe kingd^ of Heaven,* before 
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** the latter.*' Not, iojdeed, while they f:pa- 
tioiied such ; but that there was a for greatei^ 
iacili ty, for the abjectness and temerity of vice 
to purge itself, and to fit itself for Heaven, 
than for the arrogance, and disloyalty, oi 
infidelity, to do the same thing. 

126. This is that evil spirit, which has so 
variously laboured, throughout the last cen- 
tury, and in our own days, to rob us of the 
consoling prospects of futurity, confirmed tp 
vs. by the revelation of the Gospel. " If it 
" is an error,'' said Cicero, " no one shall 
" rob me of it while I live!" What would 
he then have said of that modern host, 
usurping to themselves his proper desig- 
nation of philosopher, who have laboured, 
with a malignity beyond all example, to 
rofy mankind of a truth, which, even as 
a possible error, appeared to Cicero of a 
value inappreciable? What he would have 
.thought, we may gather from the testimony 
.of a. spirit congenial with his own ; a true 
philosopher; who was able to carry into 
ihe twilight of the Academy, the bright and 
;piercing illiMniaation p{ f hi^ Go^pei^, 
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(127; ^ Perhaps/' said thisexcelleiit wAtet 
tottyyean ago, ^^our modem soq^ica are 
'^ ignoraot, that, without the belief qf a 
*^: €od, and the hope of immortality, the 
^ xniaeries of haman life would often he 
'' insupportable. But can I suppose them 
<< in a state of total stupidity, utter strangers 
** to the human heart, and to human affairs ? 
** Surely they would not thank me for suoh 
*^ a supposition. Yet this I inust suppose, 
''* or I must believe them to be most per- 
^ fidious and cruel men. 

128. *^ Caressed by those who call them- 
^ selves the great, engrossed by the fori- 
'' malities and fopperies of life, intoxicated 
'' with vanity, pampered with adulation, 
''dissipated in the tumult of business, or 
** amidst the vicissitudes of folly, they p^- 
*^ haps have little need, and little relish, for 
'' the consolatiom o^R£ligion. But let them 
'* ..know, that, in the solitary scenes of life, 
'' Jthere is many an honest and tender heart, 
'' jpiniog with incurable anguish, pierced 
'^jjrith the sharpest sting of disappointi*- 
'' jmeoi, bereft of friends, chilled with 



^■]^otei«y^ taefcied widi diseaBe, scoutgad by 
'^'llie oppressor; whom nothiiig bat (mac iou 
^ Providenee, and the hope of a futurs- re* 
'*He«ribution, could preserve from tbeago^ 
''*nies of despair. And do they, with saGri-* 
^' tegiouB handsy attempt to violate this last 
''^ refoge of the miserable ; and to rob them 
'^ of the only comfort that had survived 
'^ the ravages of misfortune, malice, and 
*^ tyranny! Did it ever happen, that the 
'* influence of their execrable tenets dis*' 
** turbed the tranquillity of virtuous retire-* 
'' meht, deepened the gloom of human dis^ 
*' tress, or aggravated the horrors of the 
'' grave ? Is it possible, that this may have 
'^ happened in many instances ? Is it pnvt 
'' bable, that this hath happened, or may 
'^ happen, in o^ite single instance? Yetraitofs 
'^ to human kind, how can ye answer for 
** it to your own hearts !-^Bnt I remon^trata 
" in vain. Could I enforce the present 
'^ topic by an appeal to yoor vanity^ I 
'' might perhaps make some impression;: 
'' but to plead with you on the principles " 
*^ of benevolence or generosity^ U to addx^ssk 
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<' you in a language ye do not^ or ynill Jiot> 
" understand. 
. 129. " But let not the lovers of truth he 
/'discouraged. — The fashion of sceptical 
^' systems soon passeth away. Those un- 
f^ natural productions, the vile eifusions of 
** a hard heart, that mistakes its own rest* 
'^ lessness for the activity of genius, and its 
'* own captiousness for the sagacity of 
'* understanding, may, like other monsters, 
'* please a while by their singularity ; but 
'* the charm is soon over : and the succeed- 
** ing age will be astonished to hear, that 
'^ their forefathers were deluded, or amused, 
" with such fooleries. The measure of scef- 
** TicisM seems indeed to be full*." 

130. Thus this excellent, and almost 
prophetical, writer. The lovers of truth 
therefore, need not to be any longer dis- 
couraged ; for "God is true, and every man 
f^ a liar" who dares to deny His truth. 
And, under the security of that truth, 
vie are graciously supplied with a reason, 

• jBei^e OB TniA. P. iH. c. 3^ 



'AfnWijjftowf reason^ why, if we please, we need 
not survey death with any sentiment, either 
')bf terror or of aversion. In the first place, 
Hhe act of death itself is nothing for a Chris- 
tiian to sustain ; since he shall " ?iever taste 
^* of death, but will instantly pass from death 
^* unto lifer 

Why start at death ? Where is he ? Death arriv'd 
Is gone ; not come or gone^ he's never here, 
£re hope, sensation fails; black-boding man 
' HeceiveSf not suffers^ death's tremendous blow. 
The knell, the shroud, the mattock, and the grave. 
The deep damp vault, the darkness, and the worm, 
These are the bugbears of a winter's eve : 
The terrors of the living, not the dead, — 
Man makes a death, which Nature never made ; 
Then on the point of his own fancy falls. 
And feels a tliousand deaths in fearing oue. 

» 

131. But the triumphant reason, which I 

have alleged, for not surveying death with 

ttny sentiment either of aversion or terror, 

* is this: There are but two enjoyments of 

this present life, which a. wise man woxild 

desire to carry with him out of it ; viz. the 

favour and friendship of God I ^wi tkc cqw.-^ 
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^nktte ef dear and virtuous friendiH bhA 
iies^e God's express asAsnranee, that lie shidii 
take 6oM' these with him. Every tbuig^dlis, 
ivfiicb only makes up the cirCHmstancM df 
life, he would not wish to take with biiai^ 
because he is thoroughly assured, dial M 
Ae good, of opulence, of honour, of know- 
ledge, or of pleasure, will be supplied in aii 
Ih^mi^rably better manner, in an ineom- 
pafably better place. And he will easily 
give eredit to God's assurance, upon the 
sMipIes of those advmitages which he Wit^ 
nesses her^, that ^ these latter are flot 
" -worthy to be compared with those which 
^'' shall be revealed hereafter; and that the 
" things which God has prepared for them 
^' who love Him/' (that is, who strive to 
please Him; by endeavouring to bring tlieir 
wills* Into a true conformity with his mani- 
fested WILL, in respect of every thing which 
Qe designs ^s to know, and to do;) '^ ar^ 
f' really, as He has caused it to be pro- 
ff claimed,, such as neither eye hath seen, nor 
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/Uheimagination of amo eyer yeteoneeived^^'' 
fXbe prospect of aa inheritaoce in iJl theses 
together with the friendship ofGodf and tk^ 
Cfytwftany of pious friendi^ advanced; with wsttr 
8^}y^ tQ^ itj^oSfMllpeTfectit^f^f oi^bt not 
poly to divest death of all its terrors, biij^ 
eTen to traBsfonn it, vpt oqr iiaagination^ 
ipto "an angel ofHght/* 1 

. 132. It; was thus, that the 9qb]iaie ai^t 
pioas mind oi^ JV^Jton coQteoiplated it, in .^ 
¥cary i^ai^y peari<9i4 ojf bk life; atf^ so d^^ 
picted it, in his Latia vecses wriitteQ tipop^ 
occasion of the death of Nicholas FeUon^^ 
Bishop, of Ely, in the year 1326; a trans*^ 
lalion of which verses 13 bere presented to^ 
(be English reader* 
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ON THE dg;a'i:9 or ^^^ bisaqp of ely* " 



While yet my and and paUidel^eek 
Was moist from many a tear. 

That tender lov«, and angutsSi n^ek, 
Itel shed o^*i»ff WiHWrn^ ^^Hmt ; 
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* Lancelot Andrewi, Biriiop of WinclK8t«(r,'WlM&'dS»i\<^\V 
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Pamcyvelhre mec^oiger of griei^ 
T W Botain's laod had told. 

That thou^ (in every virtue chief !) 
£lt1 in death wast cold. 

My fweUing breast, surcharged with woe. 
Scarce found a vent for breath: 

At lengtbrwben faultering words could floWf 
I called a Curse on Death / 

But lo 1 in accents heavenly sweet. 

From some supernal sphere, 
These solemn sounds, descending, greet 

My wonder-smitten ear. 

** O I check thy grief, thy tears restrain, 

" Unhallowed and unjust ! 
** Nor dare, with murmur, to complain, 

'' In Infidel mistrust. 

^' Death is not what the poets sung, 
** The chUd of gloomy night; 

*' From £rebus, or Chaos, sprung t 
** Alien, impure, from light, 

<< Death is a Seraph, sent in love 
** From Heaven's high bliss by Cfod, 

" For souls to fill His courts above, 
** Freed from their earthly clod. 



'^ ThitbeTydisbarthenM of thwclay^ 
*' lu upward course they soar; 

^ To regions of unending day, 
^* Where night is seen no more. 

*^ There, in their Father's presence dwell s 
** While impious sprites are driv'n 

** To Tartarus, and lowest Hell, 
'^ Outcast (torn God and Heav'n. 

" With joy, with ecstasy, I heard 

" Her life-inspiring call : 
*' Eager I hasted, nor deferred 

" To quit your nether ball* 

** Borne by her winged ministers, 

** In flight sublime I soar*d ; 
" Dreadless I traversed Scorpio's stars, 

•' Nor fear'd Orion's sword. 

*^ Like him t mOvM, that seer divine, 

" Who, chariotted in fire, 
'* Mounted above each starry sign, 

" To heav'n's eternal Sire. 

" I pass*d the glories of the sun, 
'^ The planets' orbs ; and last, 

(" My lower journey bravely done,) 
^ Tbe galaty I paisU 
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** Al lentil I reacb'd the court of HeaT^O/ 
^' The Eternal's Gfafjatal dome; 

** Of glorious course, more glorious baveo^ 
'' Add man*s celestial home. 

^ But how, to eartb-clad man, relate 
" The joys these scenes bestow ? 

** Enough: — I thare this blest estate, 
^^ And all its raptures know ! ^ 

? 

133. Let us not then be told any more, 
that the abbreviation of time necessarily 
diminishes hope, by darkenbg the human 
prospect ; unless, indeed, it be* said as an 
avowal of individual error and perverted 
reason ; and then let us cherish that avowal 
as a heacoriy to warn us from a gulf of 
desolation, in which time, and hope, and 
light, sink and perish together. 

134. The circumstance of death, which 
is naturally and necessarily to be supposed 
in the termination of the dial, ought not, 
therefore, to be viewed as an object of 
dismay or disgust, which the mind cannot 
accustom itself to face, or beyond which it 
cannot look ; since tl^ wise&t heathens, and 



the best Christians, have been able tocoDtem* 
plate it as an object of theii* highest regard* 
195. A backwardness in age, to refleci. 
QpoD its station in years, or to contemplate 
the term which it sees to be near at ban^^ 
is, in effect, a repining and mnrmurinj^ 
against the order established by Providence ; 
^he impiety of which was long ago pointed 
ont, and reprobated, by the natoral piety 
and trae philosophy of Cicero. '^ I follow 
" Nature" said he, " that perfect gnide, as 
^ < Ooii ; and as snch I submit to her. Foi^ 
*^ it is not likely that, when all the otheif 
'' ages of life are so well ordered and 
'f drawn out, she should fail, like a bact 
*^ poet, in the last Act. Something must of 
^ necessity be last; and, like the fruits o( 
** trees, and seeds of the earth, wither aind 
'^ fall from fulriess of maturity. To that 
** law, a wise man will patiently submit; 
'' for, to revolt against nature, what is'it^ 
'' but to war against the gods, with the 
** impiety of the giants? — Qaid emm est 
'' aUudf giganium modo bellare cum tUis, nisi 
" hatura repugnafef 



« .156. If the mind keeps pace widi:die 
jeais^ dcsclcnsioii and decay will be objects 
«jf iu expectation; and it will natonDy 
grow into sadi an accoidance with theae 
circamfttances of its being, as to render the 
thought of them devoid of all offence. 
.^Ja7* ^' Oor infamy j^ said the aged aufs^^ 
f^KpMerienced Bishop Hall^ ^ is fnll of foUji 
^. youth, of disorder and toil; age, of ii^^ 
** j^rmity. Each time hath his burden, an4 
^^ 4iat which may Justly work onr wearier 
'( ^ness. Yet infancy loogeth after youth ^. 
^^ and youth, after more age : . and he ttia%> 
^ is very old, as he is a child for 8implicity,i 
^ 10. he would be for years. I account OLpf^ 
'^ ilOE the best of the three ; partly, for that;^ 
*t }i hjBkih ,pa3t through the folly and.dis-T 
'J, prdejir of the others -y partly, for that the 
'', ,ipconyeniencc;s of this are but bodily,;, 
*^ with a, bettered estate of the mind ; and. 

i t 

'^ partly, for that it is marest to dusoliaion^t 
^f There is nothing more miserable, than ai^ 
*[ 0I4 man, who would be young again *'#'^ 

• • Bbhop HtU'i Worif, Vol. I. p. 48. .. 



138. Bat if these are, iDdeed, attmctive 
atid glorions objects, wbieh the Btoeceqpe 
cyflbrs to our prospect as a comfortbk in 
^ge; it is indispensably necessary, that^ 

WarnM by the langtior of life's evenii^ rajr, 

Age sbovid pay the utmost deference to its 
lidmonition, as a Monitor, by striving to 
lrre> the small time that remains, in a state 
of constant qualification for obtainiilg tbeloi t 
which state of qualification, as vfe have 
already seen, must consist, in the conformity 
6f our wills with the supbeme will matii- 
fested in the Gospel. That admonition is 
ftludded, upon the sensible demonstration^ 
that the proportion of time which now 
xemains is small; and upon the self-evident 
truth> that there is no way in which weTcan 
pass that time, which will answer so' well^ 
dr afford us lio large a return of enjoy- 
ment; as in using every particle of it 
with the most scrapulons economy; '^ waik«» 
'' ibg:^ oircumspectly ; not as fools, but ia» 
'^ wise; for the purpose of redeeming the 
^ timeJ* ■"■'•' ^ ' '-'^ 
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1S9. Whdt has been satidbf AGiyttJ^XfH the 
average measure of skvxntt txab»9 hohb 
with strll stronger farce, sboold that age 
be extJended beycmd the arerage; or^ in the 
proper sense of the term, become super* 
annuated: that is to say, live into yean over 
ertd above the eomipoa calcolatMmi la 
that state, of proper supfr^nmiatioHf when 
it is obliged every day to exclaitf with 
the poet: 

I scarce can meet a monument, bat bolds 
Jkfy younger /• 

every year ought to be a matter of smt* 
pride, rather than oi exultation. F6r w6 
can never count it, tiU it is gone; andi 
therefore, we have it not in possession, hot 
have lost it, as soon as we. are able to ena* 
merate it. And the prospect of another 
year, is always mote and more improbable. 
' 140. In what manner we ought to regard 
that term oi excess, we may learn from the 
example of a wise and aged heathen. '^ The 
" great and learned Varro,'* as we are in- 
formed by Pliny/ '^was h f ingular iiastance 
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f^ of tbe Tigoar and pow^ra of life ; retain^ 
f* ing til his meatal and bodily facuU 
^ ties jioimpairedy ontil the advanced age 
** of eighty-eight." Yet, when he wrote 
b^ celebrated treatise Upon Agricidtyixe .at 
tile age of eighty, bow did he acco.uot the 
privilege which he then possessed f ^^ Had 
^ I leisure/' said be, in his prefato^ry ad- 
jdness, " I should ^qd jm thi^ >vpr]k iijn a 
'< metre GQmi»iQdiQ,vis form ; which, howey^r, 
^' J wUl still ende^vQ^r to do, as well 9s } 
^' ai9 able : but J am sensible, that I |nus$ 
*' now m^ke haste; fpr if, as iljiey say, mgf^ 
^ is bvt a fyifiii^f h<^w Wffii more 90, ^s^ 
^' Pld Mfijn / For my ^^ktieth ifear np^if 
** admonisl^es* me, l;hat I m.vst g^er up 
^^ my itiu^dles, befojje I depart pu.t of ^« 
^ Otiumsi euem cpn§(^fi^t^/arm, Ftf^^ni^,cqpi? 
^ madhu jtibi k9c scriberem; qua ^nfi, uf 
^^ poterQp expqnof^, cfigitan$ est^^prgperq/id^m* 
** Quodf ult d^cii^^ $i ^t hpm^ b^j^l^, eo 
** magis s|&N|sx» ^dMU^ erdin oclfigeajtmsi 
^ admonet me, ut sarcinas colligam anfequa^ 
'* prqficiscar e vitd" 

141.. oSiirely this is a period, wb^ we 
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ought, in reason, not merely to contemplate^^ 
but to live in the constant anticipation of, 
that ETEBNiTY> which we heboid so neanur. 

A good man and an angel ! these between 
I{ow thin the barrier ! What divides their fiite? 
Perl^ps a moment, or perhajM li year^ 

if this be true of every stage of life; as k i€ 
applied by the poet; how lively is its tmth^^ 
when applied to every year, and every day; 
after the average measure of life is con^' 
stimed ? When Lord Kussel rose on th^^ 
morning of his execution, it is related of 
bim, that he wound up his watch ; and theil 
said : '' I have now done with Time; I mtist 
'^ henceforth think solely of £fent% / '^ And 
such should be the reasoning of all, who 
see their Bioscope concluded, and its func^ 
tions iended: in the same manner they 
should dispone their minds for that near 
ttioment, when their altered being shall 
suddenly and presently convince them, 
tliat ' 

Time was; E^nikj kow reigos aloqe ! , 
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^ 142. It is in old age^ haweveri and espe^ 
cially in extreme old age, that the office of ' 
BMnembrancer exercises its severest duty*. 
Its power is mitigated, in proportion as the 
prospective measure of life offers space, and 
probable opportunity, for the redemption of 
time, by a wise and provident employment 
of that which may remain* , But. neithc^: 
time, nor any thing else, can be redeemejdL 
by man out of nothing. Here then, vfh^ 
time touches at its end, the scene may. 
become dreary and dark indeed, and even, 
desperate ; if the care of time has. been^. 
igieglected, until that late crisis. *^ The aW 
'Vbreviation of time, might then so extin-^ 
'f guish hope, as to induce a quality of the. 
'* blackest tinge over the evening and twi* 
'f, light of life ; and leave only a fearful look-' 
^i^ ing for judgment," were it not that there 
is^ a R^DEEMEB, still available even in tha^' 
dreadful crisis : who may yet be resorted to.' 
even when a man shall be assailed with w^' 

' ■ -' - y ' ' .*':#. : ••■*.: \ • > • ^ • -. ' .^ . ; 

dreadful conviction, that he himself ^aii 
no longer mak^ any redemption of time. 

TbAt SicDBEHER; ^' He is Ot^ttip^tl^t, 80 
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18 he mercifully disposed to receive and 
saccour us, even in the extremest cases that 
can be imagined ; provided he be duly ad- 
dressed, and as duly used, as soon as that 
cx>Qviction has taken entire possession of 
the mind. 

143. It is indeed, when '^ we have no* 
^ iking to payy" that that all-gracious Re« 
deemer may be prevailed upon, to obtain 
for us ** the free remittance of the whole.*' 
When the graduated scale marks out to 
our view the terrible truth, of the ex* 
hausture of our stock of time; it may 
compel us also to remember, that we have 
ittill that divine resource left us for redeem- 
ing our wasted time, and, therefore, to reject 
despair. And is not this an office of Com- 
TORTEE i If the mind once conceives a 
sharp, and penetrating conviction, of the 
pressing necessity of such a redeeming power; 
together with an ardent and impatient 
anxiety to obtain its succour, and with hu« 
miliationand self-abasement to bend to all its 
conditions ; whatever be it9 station on this; 
$kl9 eternity I that J^ind may yetdrt^w breath. 
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and calm its terrors. Infinite jastice having 
akeady accepted an atonemenf which 
comprehends all cases^ infinite mercy melts 
at the miserable and insolvent condition of 
the humbled applicant. " Mans neresfnty^ 
observes the pious Lord Chancellor Bacon, 
*^ is God*s opportunity^* Whether, there-; 
fore, the labourer enter the vineyard at th^ 
nooHf or the evening, of his day, still he may 
hope to obtain the commiseration and' kind* 
ness of his Lord ; provided that he seeks 
pardon and reconciliation with a perfect 
and penitent allegiance, the moment he is 
thoroughly convinced of his guilt, his misery^ 
and his insolvency. 

144. It is excellently observed by a great 
Christian moralist, that under every possible 
moral circumstance of man, whether in youth 
or in age, there exists always a direct and 
immediate traverse of communication, by 
tvhich every man, conscious of his delin*^ 
qaencies, and oppressed by the remem^ 
brance of them, may at once return to his 
God. What Archdeacon Paley says of the 
sinner, we may say of extreme age undet 
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such a calamity, /f Tbe^ gianer,'' 8ajr$ htj>. 
^ may retura apd ^y to God, even becaase 
^ the world is against bim.^ And so olid) 
age^ if it then first receive a thorough 
convictidh of its dangers, insty fly t^ God, 
even because time is against it. ** The 
'f thing wanted/' ^ays the samfs excelleal 
4iyine, *^ as t;he quickening principle^ the seedi^ 
'i and germ of . religion in the heart, is comr^ 
*l puacjtiQ% convincement of sin, of daqger,, 
^' of the necessity of flying to a Heoeemeb^ 
*f. and to bis religion, in. good eomei^*,? , . If 
that genuine seed be once lodged :aii4, 
quickened in the heart, God's omnipoteqce 
may give it growth and perfection, lay the, 
special operations of His mercy and -His^^ 
proyidence» 

. 145. Dr. Johnson relates the account of 
1^ person, whose life had been notoriously^ 
corrupt ; and who, being thrown from his. 
horsic in a .fall which caused his instant 
4eath, yet uttered in the momeiii^ of hia 
ftUl the ejaculation, ^' Gorf/'* with sa 
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» Paley, SenooD xii. 
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extraordinary and penetrating an earnest* 
tiess; as to giT^ occasion to the following 
lines s 

Between the stirrup and the groand^ 
I mercy askM, I mercy found ! 



i^-') 



. ) 



Itiis representation does not, id the smallest 
di^ree, exaggenlte the conduct of the dmhe^ 
cfeinency ; as the repentant thief iipon the 
eh>6s/ trinmphotitly and eternally demon* 
sirates. 

'146. At the same time we mast, above 
lill' things, guard against all delusion iit 
applying that gracious ' attribnte to our' 
own particular case; since Gdn ^ is not 
*^iriocked;^^ and He will, assuredly, only exexi^ 
cise it in our favour, where the bea^ is sitl^^ 
cere, and such as is here described. There 
cannot be a more certain expedient for' 
d'epriving ourselves, irrietrievably, of all share' 
in that clemency, thah by a systematic, coti^- 
tttmacious, and calculated postponement or 
our application foY it, until we think that^ 
we can do without it no longer* ** Then 
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^' shall they call upon me, saith the Loid^ 
'' but I will not heur; they shall seek me 
'* early, but they shall not find me ; wad 
'^ that, because they bated knowledge, and 
'* received not the fear of the Lord ; but 
'' abhorred my counsel, and despised my 
^' instruction. Then shall it be too late tp 
'' knock, when the door shall be shut ; moA 
** too late to cry for mercy ^ when it is th.e 
** time of jiutice. O terrible voice of most just 
^' judgment, which shall be said unto them; 
^' Go, ye cursed, into the fire everiasting, 
** which is prepared for the d^vil and h\$ 
" angels ! Therefore, take we heed betime^ 
'^ while the day of salvation lastetb ; f0r 
'' the night cometh, when none can Wixrk : 
** but let us, while we have the ligbiti 
^' believe in the light, and walk as cfaildrea 
'f of the light ; that wte be not cast iato 
'* utter darkness, where shall be wje^ping 
^' and gnashing of teeth. Let vs not abuiie 
'' the goodness of Goi>, who calleth iis 
M mercifully to amendment; lEind, of Hjs 
¥ endless pity, propiiset]^ ^us forgiveaea» of 
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^ that winch is pati, if with a |»effect andl 
•^ true heart we return unrto Him*!** 

147. . We have now travelled, in a general 
manner, through all the ages of the did^} 
and have even carried our view into that 
itge, which may possibly exceed them alL 
From the sum of the reflections which have 
been called forth in our progress, it ihust 
now^ be apparent, that the Bfoscopb^ duly, 
and habitually observed, is excellently cal** 
culated to keep our minds in a state ol 
continual accord, with the successive stageft 
and circumstances of onr jom'ney ; with osv 
actual and current year ; with the character 
of our age ; and with its constantly varying^ 
relation to the opposite extremes of life^ 
The result of which accord will necessaril^r! 
be, an orderly and harmonioos correspond'^'' 
ence, between our mnd and our time. Youth; 
will not look forward with precipitation^i 
nor age with reluctance. We shall live 
with our year, think with our year, and 
move on with our year. We shall always 

^ See the adminibleeiboititkif^ ia 0iMQmtlkh^nSe^rvi^ 
•fourChnich. 
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be foand at our truie place, in time; 
ibrestalling station* wbieh are to come, nor 
hanging back nponi those which are. gone. 
Osr proper plaee will be the most congeniai' 
to the temper of onr minds; which, wilt 
become to harmonioasly adapted to eSKdbf 
stieceeding jear/that no irksoiBfetiesii, regret, ' 
ot distress, will accompany the conscious-'^ 
Aess of our approximation to the bitd^ 
and thas, the due proportion and balance wUt/ 
he established, and invariably preservedi' ht*] 
Mem our thoughts and our teaks : whicb ' 
w^ the object we first intendeds --^ 

148. And that great object being gained/' 
we shall be able to direct it to the use fbr ;^ 
which alone it was pursued ; namely, ther' 
b^st exercise of the preparatory course dT'*^ 
discipline under which we are now subsi9t^^^ 
ing; in order to the assumption of a perfect ^^ 
agency, in the perfected universe, wheii*^'' 
e^t the time arrives, that our j^oveiiek^i^ ^ 
Master shall call upon ns for that service^ 
. 149. A followed attention to the Bios««^ 
cope, will moreover contribute to advance us 
Vei3r^ far in that Blonyentou» artide 6{lai6n^ ' 
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l^ge, which the bi^st. and widest of meii:i 
have ever regarded as om of the most,; 
important: ths knowi^edgi; pf oui^r 
s|£Ly Es. For, by. always knowing whati 
vte lare with respect to time, we shaU know^ 
v|hat we are with respect of every thing^: 
ib^t. 4q)endSyVpqn.tinie; the, principal of^- 
?i:hicl|i are, the duties and. services for wl^ckj 
an al^t^nt of time is made tQ iis« Aadn 
filing, that the general average pf that.t 
all^tm^^t M sEv BNTY TEARS ; Seeing that i 
it^ may.he piuch less, but cannot be mucb 
more ; and that its utmost possible extents 
is as. npj(lung in comparison with darationa 
w^Lch the mind is able, to contemplate^ aD44: 
forecast; >ye shaU acquire, both an inte^v 
r^ted ax^&xed desire, to preserve our c 
n^ent^l being la a state of constant equality : 
with. the point of time at which we stand 
and ^ also, a luminous certainty, whether we 
really , do . so or not. Thus we shall be 
enabled,^ to give to our moral agency ^t 
^e security which it can acquire in .this 
present states and calmly to expeqt that 
uUipa^ adim»^ent,^^i^ if bich it wUl re* 
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ceive its full perfection, from the band of 
God himself. Which is the final por- 
posci for. which we are made members of 
this slupendons universe. 

150. Now, in order to derive all theve 
vast acquirements from the use of the 
Bioscope, very little is required to bd 
done ; and certainly, no great science was 
<5yer attained, with so little labour, or pre* 
paratory instruction. All that is requisite^ 
is an inclination to adopt it ; and that incli* 
iibtion alone, will ensure proficiency. A 
regular, habitual, and continued inspectioQ 
'and meditation of the dial, as it has beei| 
explained ; in periods of privacy and serious 
retirement, when the mind is relieved from 
the importunities of the world and of life, 
and disposed to feel its own powers in the 
(exercise of wisdom ; will open to us all it# 
mysteries. Our floating reflections will 
lodge, and establish themselves, upon . the 
ffpale; and it is no rash prediction to af- 
fiim, that whoever has persevered for a time 
in the practice of that inspection, and. has 
experienced the aid of it& memorial, virill 



t^Uaet a ffieodship fdr the ilMxwBset^ 
irhicb will not be brdioi# 

151. For which reason, it is offered as la 
cofietant compaaion for the Btndj, or the 
ekMet Where, if it be admitted, let it be 
fireqneMly, if iko^ daily, inspected; cfffm^ 
dally at one or other of those early and lal^ 
pei^iods of the day, at which, it is siq^ 
{)osed, every wise and good man directs h^ 
thoughts, and aspirations, to llie Aadior df 
bis Beings his Time, and his Sahatiofi. 
Whatever may be the momentary efieet, 
received from an hasty and superficial view 
lof the scale, it is only the permanent ini;^ 
pnession, that can produce the vast and 
Messed consequences which are ascribed 
to its operation; That permanent impress 
iion, can only be formed by habit; by 
iwliich the first impressions will be repeated 
and enforced^ until they finally become ich 
durated, and indelible. 

15%. And as the mind ought t6 appli|r 
itself, even daily^ to inspect the did ; so it 
ought, with particular attention wd serioaj^ 
us^ Ui meet the day upon wliidi itr ii ^ 



he^^mnfaUi^ r^K^Hfie^ wheA we are tQ I'f^^^ii^ 
the iNQEXj frqm:the point at wbicb it^.;f fQ 
■j^ave resti^. for one entire year ; and .to 'a^r 
vance it to the next deinree. in evidence that 
aoQtber year is gone, and is absorl^ed .int^ 
me general gulf with all the ages that.a^i^^ 
past. Bishop Taylor, in his rules for thi^ iia* 
Ijirovement pf time, prescribes the followii:^ 
one :. ''Let him that is most busied, set apait 
** sotne solemn time every year^ in whic^ 
'' for the tim^y quitting all worldly business, 
*'^Jie may attend wholly upon Goo; ith^t 
^ he niay make up his accounts, renew his 
'll vows, make amends for his carelessoesa, 
^ aiid retire back again from whence levity 
^' and the vanities of jthe world, . or the 
''^opportunity of temptations, or the 4*0* 
^traction of secular affairs, have c^ffi^ 
'' bim.^ And what time can point itself 
put so 6t for this wise and necessary ^xe.rr. 
<;ise, as the day which is the NEWrYJ^Aa'a 
DitT of each individual's life ; namely,, th^ 
^niversary of hiS| or her, birth? K% thi|. 
C^i^ercise is only desiirned for th^ retirement 
oT the closet, it need not interfere with, or 
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an^ctloti; inay' call forth in celebration of 
ifie' day. Tiie mind never experiences so 
hi^h ^ relish in cheerfdlness, as when it hists 
itf^w'er^y and complied with, the claims of 
s^Hotlikn^ss ; nor is any joy , that the soin 
<Mii 'aspire to taste, comparable to thar, 
whibh receives its savoiir from religious 
ti^sdbm. 

l53. Lastly, when the dial is once set^ 
let the face of it remain continually upon the 
hind. By that means, we shall possess a 
tdeai' and intelligible idea, what 6ui^ age is. 
To note age by the number 6^ the year 
£f/o)2e,* without reference to the two terms of 
Itf<^; is only deceiving the understahmng* 
When we say, that we SiXt fifty ^ or sixty; if 
#^ i^6ceive any oth^r idea than mere number^ 
We^'shall find» that it is most commonly a 
^ot^parison of our age, with the agei» of 
other^ who are either younger or bld^r than 
M^^Ves^ ffoW it is of tio cbTise^uence f# 
iSM^iiit our Sig&V9iihiiiiit6ii^m^ 
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of aundbei; lUid we tttfi cMy*<?<«i|^d r ff #w» 
age with the age iif emneWefyby Icdapiitflig 
it with the ages which we hare aha^y 
hrtdf and with the ezlareiae aomage #ff 
lime, to which it is possible we^- may ad«» 
nuice. And that comparison will behimigh^ 
at onc^ before the mind, by recoUectiitg^eJW 
face of the dial, as we last parted from it : in 
which recollection, all the necessary rela<* 
tions, and combinations, will immediatelj 
reveal themselves. 

154. And now, to conclade : If anj one 
should ask : — ** has the author himself 
'' acquired all that wisdom, all that excel- 
^^ lence of practical prudence, which he is 
^ so ready to propose for the acquirement 
*^ of others f I thus shortly reply: That 
he is far, very far, from {pretensions so pre- 
sumptuous, and so preposterous; on the 
contrary, that he feels himself far in arrear 
0f that point, to which he is desirous, that 
he himself, and all others, should attain. 
But, an hungry, man who has found a feast, 
nay. as Well share it with those who are as 
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needy as bisisetf, wbile he. is feeding, af 
wbeQ h^ is fuU* And he inho l^^s ffUeif 
upon the eleiMnts of an asefial art|'vi](. 
do better to inyite companions to hif^ 
studies, than wiut £ar the proficiency of f 
master, to vAdch it is possibfe he never majjr 
attain. 
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INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION^^ 



As it was desirable, that the ibregoing reflectioiis 

should be accompanied by som^ rule of prmikti 

imtructioHf exhibiting that maki^estsd wijil, to 

ivhich it is our great concern to endeavour to 

conform our own vills, during our present allol* 

ment of life*, I have not hesitated to make choioi 

of the following excellent summary of that Will; 

which, as far as I have been able to discover, has 

never before appeared in an English translatipm 

It is, the Epistle of Paulinas, Bishop of Nola in 

Italy, about the year 400, to Celantia, a Roman 

lady of fashion, rank, and opulence; in reply to 

various letters, in which she had earnestly solicited 

* See Preliminaiy Chtpter, p. tX 
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fam, ta draw out for her some short 8tid<ffiittnct 
EvLB or CsmisTiAir txrt, which she n^ht hikire 
ffhnjs $i imoif to govein her toa^oMkm m& 
iStke world. In this valuable hreViary of Christiati 
exoellence, &e reader ^^tfl^ heboid what primUidi 
PkrMamhf was; before superstition, priestcraft^ 
ind a Ittitiiig passion for sensual wok^hip, haiS 
|h||ui ta oh!ieQre and defhi^ tiie duisdan choi^li. 
itaid Aa irannol but be struck, by tenfattihg, h'W 
iMitylfaat form of Christianity resettiMes^e ptASif 
]liolMbNi of our own estdblished chuh^h; 'tfAd^ 
jadted^ af «iost of the chief Protestant cdmmunickkis. 
l!iie same may also be found, in a veiyemitient 
degree, 'within the church of Rome. Not ind«isd 
ja lis psIAic doctrine and demeanor, but in tki 
Ktirements <^its closets, and the recesses of Itsf 
ffUCieDt cloisters; as the admirable mantialv JD^' 
JbttMiM^ 'CkrkH--Of the ItmUxHm rf Chi^/ 
(aaeribad, .vulgarly and erroneously, Uy Thmtui' 
d Kempii;) and various other exquidte work^ of 
Cfariiriian piety» slifiiSeiitly demonstiafe. 



Pf^vmik/d^ym^f^ A9^ AhW M F«««fM>3rt) ^ wis 

f i|rhi^ia8pirqilib«ir.vina«9» ThegCMralitjiaf 

«f losophcars ; they were pen«jBt of th^jvml^ IAa 
*^ i?rerjB touched by diviae graop^ #nd ;!ri»jw»f 
<^ lendof^d tb^ns^yes whoUjii to^ th0. mtsmiij^ 
"< tbe Qo9i>d^ 1^100111^ o^ PH ^fOfl^OBMlk^llii 
*f dipctrio^ Qf Piatoi and PylhagQr%% rwbMi («Q( 
<1 ^tttersd tb^ geoiuft aid ^ imp^DftlMMi, ll|fli< 
^ ^fe up tkiir kmct9 to th^ nd^, «lik4i M«t 
^c prcsM!)! ibed. by VHit A?^^^vb% Wi umamiivi^m 

^^ du^Cbri^ltaiwImei les. fiddles iie 90 diMiogwral. 

"^^lUfitl^dtinlMffiv-HCe u^wt fjoinl tep hito i n p twr: 



W nmmv^im* «f mmvmvm] 



ptAhk^i^ ^Cal€tietik h^NlieAif ^H^^ nfotts^S^fffil 

« "iettlek maxhiietf de PEnuiglle. ^Igiit^tkalW ifiS^ 
"^pHsimr ]M d(«etrine d6 Ptetoti, et de PytU^^ 
^^tri ne Sattoit que I'e^piit et Ffionei^ila^tfotfViMi 
^pfemien Chf^tietts te Itvroient i ut tt »toA teftl 
<(^^aux if!^, que letir i^rbcrivf>ieM ^l^^^Kftf 
V^dto tetirt succesaetin.* - ^^^v i± 

^^^vir«tg Pkvtf y V8, t>f Roman or(^ni>aiiffdr^i 
^ifAcfktt and cotmilar family t^tabfisfi^^^fted^ 
Btt)^digila/<0Mnfe«iii,) iii Oalil, was borM^ A.4^ 
SSS^i He received liis edticatioh from^tlie^koBytd 
pbet AtMOnius, under whom he made M^e^ttW^ 
Minaty |>rogFess in poetry and rhetoric^. XMiltjP 
iibctidnate kHers of the teacher to^ his ^pH^^ilP 
sofvM. When Ausoniiis wf» caHed l^^he'^^i^ 
pcMi^^ V^ntinian to> direct -the ^ductrfi^n^ cITIfi^ 
ilmGtarian, PaulmtH qilitted'Biird^aftt tftfil ftfiSi 
oMded> ^ Rome s wh#t« he so h%hly ^^hi^iifo'E^ 



ba^ng Ik^ already iaveflted ^mtb the, li^ii^tpi^^ 
^|ji4 being b^oved by all tbe dbtyw -In tl^ ioUQ(w^ 
iilg. year, be cammeacecl bU traveU tbrou^ tba 
w^«teiii>proviiices ofctbeempine; in the qourfe aC 
^b^cl^^ba cpoti^acled fiiendsbips, with. St JkIiMli% 
ft, ^mhTosCf and otbeif eminent persons of Jha^ 
ag^^^ ^bcHft fifteen year? afterwards, jpamely^ii^ 
tbe year 391, be was baptized by DcilpbiiHi% 
lliftbaip. of Burdigala ) and . having . mad^ >laige 
4oni^tioos} jtp: the poor, be went a seco^id - tiind^ 
ifl(lo J^piMn; and efttablisbing.himaelf;at .Bai^lil 
C'Barcelona^J hediere formed the p^i|.of ft noffft: 
4gid r and xetired course . of life, aHboii^ fylk- 
^^uentty and . urgently pressed, by AttsomHsa^A 
9therS)fta resume, bis former relations ^wi^^dht 
W^Q^rld. v^UpoIl Qbristmas day,A. X>«:$93, be>n^ 
q^ived. o^dinatioii to tbe priesthood^ from Sala»«; 
PM^ 9idiop of BarciiKS to wbieh.he wM almoBfe 
qcmipelled by th<^ people ; ; and, from tfaat time, .b«^ 
Mffui to^ba,ditfinft]tthed^ in tiMlfwiairifri Hirt 



nt mrnmrnmnm -mMOPHMtMh 



liMiNiii iMM^-tiriM iii4JiNMg0*^ V 

!fin |iM»!»<x«|ui<rl|ia4)t»ii>ttrgm nei^aiiipNituiii: 

JU»d4Sli, and in dMT^r^lii'^ Wi^ c^ %^ 

Mfilkflpiiia^ Ite ^KMittail ^oaipaiiioiiy- M Jdi of 
JUi mdiM, tban H9f Us i«c«tfar life, Ite biid ^iHf 
mimdUU^mik^mA^ IHi^i]^ ttAer iff 4j»m bWVs^ - 

Us i^« He k oiUed by EraamttSy kk hk inln>* 



in 



>■ . ^ r^ I 



^fjirf 8h q || ^ 4 yp a yy Ipnil^ai^ ti>^ti» Impfg jfjf 
fitiM tw^M^ m^m TOW »e^urttfi|l» me w fcoi i wC 

Iw ifMMpHk 0lhma^ ofe Ma. iggM^/ogN^g gJW i wwi) 



^. Wore to^^j^tw 9^^^ pqrtowr 

frxi %rt; flfx I P#tt*nu»^ ??*(», Aejf, jr^bitob fl»t t^ 

.^M?4sPVi| A« fJiaraclw of P%|d|^iit|» ciHifftljri)^ 

d^og^.^ J«^ |i!uai:^;C9iiM^ iK^:g^«iaie 
.ffl^ jtpae n t of jthat ex«in|^y prekt^* Bot^^Wi^ 
ai^nt for Mr. GibboDi tbaft i^hi^;ftf|»: ^ipi^uHis 
.-prjgjiQaUy an beatbun be «|teip|i4f^<pp^i|lgr 
^lufced, «i4 publicly pku^tk^flk^m/riti. 
He thereforo pmumeeOo 0^1^:19^ l^f .||«90|i9|[ ^ 
?tt#;>hpte F«tb«r, >yi jt^^l^e ^jw^ij,^ jCh^lflliains 
** ci his ffirtiiiiey and of kU mukniandnig^ nver^ 



^^j/bi1^k,U fk^ M^fhuiiAmta^^^ of 

4iilKtp^tijr#lh«^c>pi^Mi« ilid iiilinfi§ifs ^WPf^ 
mm&^ft^ Aiis^^rd^m^iMf is Mdd^^^s^ (d^fdhUyb 

* iSst Rom. Emp. c Ixiii. 



)99 WMmBiiW9p»m 9wm%f4iiiffff^ 

I!tpmmi't0 Wlk ^e3W8|.,>ffi^ the; 81^ 

iOf .t^,;Jml;|ljl4: «M4 e^JfcfllWVfl ,||ffBrt^ t^^^ 

in the most valuable principles of their nf.|^.^ Jf 



tiiWif^tl&f6%^ §iittWtwncoim tei 



IHrdbl^^^m tt^mne of W 

i^, jbiiiiMi'tif it ^^Hitivictidti (0f tbtfr 

4^ sotiM^tbittgy'ttMiie ek(«lWiit «iid mM etitShxA 

iSbin ml^. Tito ^^l^6ced^iBty Joined ix>.^t^ 

ihlj^(lhf;^adi{]^;6f^<Mif ^t'»^^ ttp tbeiir tniodvi 4« 

ilEUil^l&« i^>(^][^r8^i» of ^bdie t^yMttlioMitrk 
aBt&irktibir vM awe; ' On the dtbef >hitd4;?iiotib^ 

!ll^ld'Wtfd W6utd %fe'?d(^<^fttfam|i( flfpiMiii^^ 

^^"iCh^b^^aiid^^ttMy gi«lit;/4e ^e ia#aeiic9>«4ikil 
fetta^^'NfiH!te!i^p6aid[«^'^e^^ tlMJ^bkit M^mail 
^ra^; %^God^ |d«^ftiets^^^ «« «^# ommJM^^ 
t^'id^^itgfM^fb m^'kOi^y" k is thr^ piovince titf 
Avoman/ to 86%^ jbpJaeliQi;^ aad to refine his 
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maniien. The same gende influence, which drew 
heathen men to the altars of paganism, is still 
migihty to draw Christian men to the sanctuary of 
the Gospel. And So'if wte^^^a^ by the apostles 
themselves; who did not scruple to appeal to that 
influence, for subduing the perversity and obduracy 

Christians ; '^ be in subjection to your husbands ; 
^ that if any obey not ^e word, they may, with- 
*' out the word, ht won bv the conversation of their 
^ frioes^." How' supreme is ttie power here im- 
plied ! How stupendous is this arrangement, for 
e^fualizing the privileges of the sexes, who are 

,^?WfflW4i;?!a<hot^^ 9f th^irJaflu?!^, 

&wh8l;iriR#n^ rand what \M.Jmkmt\ TiiNlliem, 
^^#^{61^, aiKllb Khtttinfluence wtii^ is (he^h^h^st 
*ife)r^*of liidir liex, Imore <^^4lly j^htv k%A 
commit, the Epistle to Cclantia. 



• lyioirAYiiAcao YHcrO'raoHi'^n Tdi 
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CELANTIA. 

•■.-1; ,':.^'*;: •^•:^•->m■: ^ ^'li >:I gj'orj'':Q .:tf: woH * i>*T]<T 

that ^ them is i| fl|i^tJd« t(ia^ b^i^^af'«Sb^ 
'l^^ikidt tbtr& ii^_9.: ghame:«bki%'U glor}Bii[4 

xeasoo of every on^ t^y its o^n evideoc^ 

- , , a;..jfu*ly,-r ' n't; '11 t}«ij jj;^:o;a^ 

bas aevertnelessy on the present occasion^ 
demonstrated itself to my conviction, with 
peculiar lorce, FoTji though pressed (9 wri$f 



U4 mnJB w tmi^itxiAJC urw^ 

toi yoMHi ..by^ycmr Settees, > with tWnl^st 
ViippcUiBate Bolicit^iop9y I pwC^i^ ^mi I 
iMive aloag time be^ita^ jopocerQing tpjjr 
^mvlftar, from » mincras^ of my awa qualir 
ieatioiifLf WUch aentimeiit, however, xfFJ4^ 
yigcnroQsljr reaUted by the affej7tk>i|flt$i: 
vgenqyr of your requests. Thosi: the. h^fxoh 
lily of (ha gpplicaot perpetually QoxMi^iQ^ 
Ifith .my awn hackwardness : aiid^- wl^le^ 
those opposite feelings were thus eombfttiftg 
in my miad, the sense of shame bad nearly 
QViereome the 9ens^ pf ^Hty. : 
: But. the sentence of wisdom, which I 
have above recited^ supplied me with the 
strength requisite for conquering so unpflx>- 
liiable and so injurious a silence. Pogp 
irheii I' reiected how excellent and Ww; 
|fUnis the oceasion was for which I waa 
^Ue4:«pon to write, I felt that it would' he 
^1 OQioal for me any longer to hold ^yi 
feace ; remembering that sentence of Sorip? 
I$fre, <' there is ta time to keep silence, und 
? a time to spc^**^ And agdin ; « with* 
«< boM not a #oiAl i* the time eC safety^^ 



please, not him ^^«)y Wft^'^^^ 

<^^e]^fe^^6tth&^'8^&jR^ai»)i;»^t?- PWlill 
Mi^elbi^>j^ield td ytMr ^trMHdsr'Imd wai 

t^imii #111 c*^'%fieXIibrdf-bf''Hifs*^b'iW» 



J86 BBtfe ov isatttvri^ii ^iM. 

yoc, 'Who, whe^ cber y«tftb:« ito^ 
inqaired of Him/:^^'^«A«I fa« iboqldtlfi t» 
^ taherit ^t^nal lifef" ioMuilljr^lre^Hid^l 

Hi, distinctly, that we^ nuist extfmW'Hit 
arilli ftom whom we would hope ttftred^Vli 
Jt^lpeward. With which view he-elsewheri 
teMufieii 2 ^ Not every one that w^'tO'ACV 
f" LcMTdi Lofid! shall inheirit.tbe .i^Agiom 
^ of Utai^rea ; hot he mho..doM iie^tgUk^ 
¥i flay Timber which' k -n Heaveff/^ 'fabshadl 

^^liFfom whence it i^ manifeh^ifaat We shdl 
Sk wholly iaoapahle oif establi^ing any 
l^m^ tOi the roiatgnitttde of^ that jE!eward/ if 
^rti cfU7/«t>-Opd>; unless .die^ works of.j£iiHk 
and of righUousHe$$ are ;^ joined/ :togelhdf* 
Lfdr/what is iiie,^i»^ik which wouU bo b^Ueve 
liSod^-aji. tov^hoid at Baught^'HkiCommand'r 
:«iemg| Orliowcan wesay/troIy>'aMjffiibi 
^lAiof^ ^^eLordl/liOrdl" if^ Ji^the aadofe 
iinte, we disregard ihe eommands ^o(: ^nl^ 
-fidioaiwe 8o^ntitleXoai>j > v .:<Kb .;: ,>: os 
.^"^ fi^nee Hebimfidf dealareGtinrthe Qotf^ 
b9 Wtijr (Dfdk)QEr vB9i<ijqi]^ ijoiAIlaad aib 



fh Tbi$)ip€M)i|^lc^ lioiimir me ; with, tbeir Jipfl^, 
?t,fe« >lbelr .hjBftrt 1$ for from me.- And 
|lgaiiiyi .He says, by ttoe prophet : *f A uon 
^Vbononxeth hiaiatber, and a servant fearelb 
4^'bbrviiiaster«( .If iherefore I dm a Fatheiv 
i^j>i^«lYs >iiey/^(>icf f If I 19^1 a Master^ 
^imhtre^umyJmrP* fr^^m all which U it 
ixusmUst, Ibat Clod is neither bonouted^nc^ 
ieaced/^by those who do not obey bii tom^ 
!:|iBaBdittetitt* Who^fone ili .was said -Oiore 
expressly to David, .who bad cominitfe^ 
'imi ^ Thou : bast despised the . conunaind* 
ft. ment 6f the Lordl " And ta EYi, ihi^moaA 
'it the Loixl declared : ^ they that honoiir 
^^:3ne^ I will honour; hnt they iwhov d^ptsr 
#>aiie$>sball be lightly esteemed.!* ' ;v mi 
^T:.4i^nd.caii ws reniaiii secure and satiaft^ 
-iniCMHr-mtadsVwboy by dkbonouring Godw 
^nUi^M/eaobrOf bis oomraandments, piOYokd 
dHim id ' aoger ; and, hj an artogantCvOo^ 
,leri4>t'of His antbority^'o^^ alFrqnbito 
so tremendous aiMa|estyi Foe what. adRo- 
,g^o^ oi^whatJngcfltitide^%€unibe-so giieaty 
^ (Itt^ INecili kqpixfeitiOB tp^ i(i^ ftitit df 
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OB€ PEP wi^i«f<(«>.l|t|(^ i^f^iiif^H^if^hmi^ 

eiyoiQc4* The an^ qtdmw^ t0.:tc|i$i/^ 
olher, to abfltaip from api^ag^ - %ibe,^ 
i^ iliind is iocited ) W tb0 ptba^ U;ri» 
^^tt^ned^ To do the oae^ anttnoSj^^ 
^ other, k equally crjliv^ML^? iJ^hi^lM^ 
^i^propbjet say a; -^ Wlio^ jui h^ thaii^Qtelt^ 

f^ 9|ieakirtp guile; iilntiiinjhmmh^id^ 
ff g^f^ And the holy «porttei, -fj Itei 
ffr/i;ioia:Hth£^ whi^h b evH^ TdQ%^ f$h^|hi^ 

^?lB4lieh*f;g«)kwl/'^ ;::. ^.:; cT-:^:.v^:^-/q 

o ^^JJI^ig tfir4^ld IfHr,^«AlbiU9lTf|H^ mA «*>«r 
^AN^tNGy; 43 -equally vhinding, .^ppn: iidi 
3ie\th^i^ ^ th^ unmarriedii m>r tbQ ^oDUffii!^ 
tijfHT ihe, widowedj. are e^K^mpted Ir^oii l^ 
obKgalipn of/thiat law: iaeveiy.jmrpQA^ 
and in every circum^dce<Kf JtfeyJttif IniMA 
wa^ to all(>w th§t ivhichj? forbi^dti^ J90i to 
^f>init: that wbieh ^ i^, joppdniaQded, . : 3evve$i|^ 
thereioie/ seduce^ l>y,iibe jerigpF .#£ ih&lt 
Jl^o- ^e|eet,,^^oc^r4ing :t^ ^i^vi^^wft.wlte* 



ttiA\^sM liiiiiil^aali ; "ttnil Wl^ ftre ii<k 
«^bH-kdl^ mc&tStig to tb^ divined ^^ai^ 
tiOfi/ bjr "ikeglec^ii^g the sdiallest of iheief, 
thef gtAMaWfta^ litto itfiiiv^rsal disob^ 
^teii^d'^^ fble Stotes, kid^d> tak^ liwajr «H 
dHfl^t^tf^ b^#^ii' dins^^nd "regard all dettflii^ 
qtr^ii^^ air eiim\Y*^e\{het Will tb^y alkHdr 
bi^ aiiny>Si8tmi|3tloQ/ bc^^^eo' goiit Md ^oir. 
Wb, «^ tbie^oihdr haiid, ald)bogh; Werb^lt^y^ 
^a^^^eVier is great difference In the jgalli ot 
iiiigf, becatile ire arts i^o i^Hght l>y thbfi^rS 
df 6od; yet^bokl> that ihelbfost^afe^^-dl 
precautions, is to avoid tbe'tmdilest'e<jit^ll]^ 
iiF\&k ^^ greateit^^ 96r W ihatt the'ilkfOM 
4lnii]y t^reseiire ^otf t%elireB i]hom liny >etim^/' M 
]^pdrtk)n> )te weacfenstotnodrs^fes tx^fejl£b 
k; nor^ifUny one quickly 'la^^e iKni IM 
gfreaieirM^; ^^ ha^ habi^&ted htuMSf td 
lbi«ttd «ven the atnirilest. ^ • ^ -^ 

^' 1f«i, I fcfiow^tiioc bbw* we eah call lany mft 

llft^/y wbicib^-i^^omiiiitted' in eontempt'df 
<3^; He^ id 'die^^ wisest mm, who do^ mk 
4^ffiueh <3oiistder t»^ lii the cottrmand'/^ 
iMm Eteiis %toay ^ilt < rt i fltf # it> Who^^i^o^iftft 
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BO much oomptite the quantity of the r^^ m 

" YoiiJ^tBfeiiefote, iiirbo'iire desiroiiaP't^^8fl 
i6p a spi^itQ^ tioiine; tfot' tifibii the Md'^KrJr^ 
^f B)ittd,1)ut tipod iAe M 6t 'i6i%'^ 
^ Hvit f60(^atibd id' bU^^dsi^''^^ 
li^eMV if(K>h^whicfa f6^hdatibfi>oii'W^ 
afterwards the more easily erect th(g' t&l^ 

• ^Qd^ qo ibjory to aYi> dn^'B^^ ktijes^fUkl^ 
iffieaf^*^^^ 6f right^i&^V''^ 

aii^ liapjpj^ ^ they ifhort^^say; '^iiJi |/< 
Joi^'^'^V^ois^-^^^^^ 

Thkt ts. who shall call for thy Jodfgader 
uailnst .me; W say, that I have dope'lii 
opy injary ? It is an evidence of t(ie pares^ 
conscience^ to say, cdnfidentry, /witK th'i^ 
prophet : ^* I bave.walked in my house' wi3| 
^ a p^fept hearf Wherefore i^e'saVs- else- 
where : *'. Ho good thigg yill the tiO; 
f . jr jtlihol^ from them that walk inA^ceh^v 
Xet "every CHBiSTiANr therefore, b^i^^ 
from his mind aU malice, and hatred* '41K 
twbjS which , are the chief, if they are, not 
|fae oBiy, #ecds of. wrpag and lojunr. Let 
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bim keep iDn6cepcjE,.ip|ii^,iij -^,t««^^ ^ 
(tppj|ae,c>[j!j, but likewise in.bi9.^f|8^,;,^d 
letLhiin fear (o i>e iiyurionB, not .<M)1^4'^*»^ 
.biit ^vi^n -io bie, iBost, pecret. desire I'for, '/^ 
.^hat j^gards tbe nature «fgtii/(, he jsgw^fj^ 
pf,)iB„.iiyjjry^. whose qiinfl i^ vyftrioufljf 

W^. --■■ ■ . ■ ■■■ i..v--.-V 

^" ^J^wy defiiie- the woi^ .wjjoeeHf, in. jtg 
aitDp]e and absolute sense, as deDQting a 
pei^n who dqea no ill, although he abstaiu 
i&<^m, tendering a good, {f this definitioD 
^ejustj.yet doyou pnlj let your coascieoce 
^ake JQy from yonr, innocence, when yya 
^o ;nQt desist ^com r^'^dering that good. 
But if indeed these virtiiea afe to be *^l»- 
l^ed and distinguished ; so that It I'Ltoibe 
ai^ounted one virtue, merely tajfefrain ^rora 
injur; ; and Another^ to Administer a,^vice^ 
jet remepaberj that it is of d9 avail -to n 
Pinstian^ to fulfil one part of rigbteousne^ 
onlVf ,wtp_,is commanded eqn^ly to fijfil 

^^ W*' '■■ ■■ ■'- ■ ■■■ -■■■ ■ '-^ 

lea *'^¥-1i^i-**>!^ '■'***'' ^^^^ ^j'^f}^ 
^^e nambemi who. obserymg no diK*; 
pmie of 'n^oers, ind folIoiHbg dA'' ruft <^ 
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httf id(e b^t s% mtK^ giMded k$tem6n^ $$ 
4be3r. are^ nrgtdby mpalae« Nor magr ^c 
mitaie) tboae^ wbo, tader tb^ nwif (Of 
iGmi|yiTuiii» live a Gfenifffe life ; ,aod> iflm 

Moth«r>tti tbeir. eraditct^ Afk^^ ik^ aposlW 
•peaks, '* they profess to know God»:l^iiiti lU 
ff. iWir mrJb tbegr de<i^ Him," A Chri0r 
mask «nght to be dbtingiltsbed %>qi n 
^Qetltiie, not more b^: bis creeds ibin. bjf Jitt 
j^; Md 10 de^onMrate tbo difieyoooe of 
Ilia tttigkm^ by the diffrJEenoe of hia:w^Jia. 
^>JB0 iMty**. says tbe afostle, '^ QoeqHoHjf 
^jjmn^ With tmbel'ieyers ; for what feiioif^ 
If ibipiiath lighteoQsciess with uurigbteiilOi^ 
f^i'tt^sai ^nd what, conimunteflbajbjb light 
« %ith idirkness f What cx)ncord hath Gbdat 
1^ HkHih Belial ? Or what part hath he K^ 
^x\fe)lfe^%K ^ith an infideU lAod wiba^ 
^^ fftgreeiflieai hath the tefanple of G;od with 
^Aoifideldt F^ Y£ are Iho temple of 4te^ 
<<^;livi»g God." I.I J 

^:Ijet a f>^sUive distinotioti^ be; tbe«e(bre: 
iaideybetwcM m and^HCMv Iiet*crr9irvatill 
faitfl|.lift- diTidcsdt.^if li detofiBiiMiGli tiwrv 



JkiBiAi i>¥ miiwttlk^ tiff. r\ffS 
£iBt thMfe ri^yi ^mMf Ibitigi^i wbo ib i ndt 

implii^at^ tb^inselvief' altogether in tins sholrt 
U4/ Wlk^ p^muad^ €h«nilB6lved ihaiil^ p«inhUt- 
inimit liilF8itBMiini)(9ft hereaft^. Xet thdiife 
reteairi ii^er' ' the boildagpe of Viise; nt^ 
dhariih' tio 'hope of any fetitfa^ ^eward^ %r 
i^vtfa^. 'But WB-who beltefQi witba^parfed; 
«q4 <aiitire' ikifth^ that ^ nvi^ mm sbal 
^^ btaiid before the j^dgmetHMteftt of €liriti^ 
^^to f«a«iVe tto things '4oiie m tfe-bo^ 
^^ Whether it bD |^6rf or bad ;"' kt irf ^ 1 Ba^> 
ke^fp ontfsdves t^nspottad wkh Tieep^<i^ 
cording' to that of the a|>09tle> Who aaji! 
^ Those who are Christ's^ have tf^iicifidl 
^ the Sesby together with the irider ttiA 
^ Imh thereof/' Neither iet vb ftdlow thi^ 
sti^pi of an erring naukitode^ who profesit 
4>ai^]m to be, the disciples of ths TieOTH; 
' 'Ou t Sia^ibnr has point ed oat to m, ioi the 
G4s{id, TWO 4iffe#eQt courses^ two distinct 
roads, which lead to issues Akee^ji^Ap^ 
ptittfie* ^' Wide is the way,'^ s4y sf H^ ^iSM 
*^ leads to 4eath^ and many diere are wfaer 
^ ifoi4t»>filMttttti'' AsMliigain^ ^ Stnttt^ad 



.' .-• • 



'■»! ■ 



l|^ SOLE OF CtftiiStlAK 

« narrow is the way WKeh ' rettfls' iifttci^ IMH, 
" and figfiinr there aire who fitid Tt.** MihalAL 
how wide is the distincftiob, and sepanitidtf, 
between these two ways ! The bnelead^'tb 
BEATHy the other to Life. The diie; Wi£hb^ 
quented and trodden by the nmiiBef^'; 'the 
pther, is explored only by a few.* Tfae-'otfij^ 
bef^ten and smoothed by continusU t!tavel-; 
fvnci rendered attractive by tbci vtiriods 96'^^ 
9f pleasure* with which it is strewed ; edsify 
draws to itself the generality of travellers. 
%Jdt, the other^ being the unfreqaented pttth 
of yirtbe^ and therefore rude and difficmit to 
the traveller, is chosen only by those, whose 
minds are not so intently bent upon the 
amusement of the journey, as upon the 
excellence of the final habitation. It is the 
preference given to vice, that renders the 
path of virtue so deserted and so unpleasfiiig 
to us ; but if the familiarity which k be- 
stowed upon vice, be transferred to the 
other road, it will render that path, a^ the 
JScripture hath declared it, " a way of ptea- 
*' 'santness, and a path of peace." 
Let m^ th^n, seriously examine: oiir^ own 
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lk^es|. andj^t as learp^ from th^ testimony of 
our.QW4i con^cieiH^es^ in which of those two 
paths we ^fi? truly journeying. MTiatev^ 
thiag we do, ,«nd whatever thing we ^slv, 
^ppert^ins either to the wide wa^^ or to tlie 
.^j^rrowway.. If we are moving in tb^ harrow 
road, a<Hl prosecute; this narrow patli/toen we 
ai:e . advancing to lik^ y but> if we are fo|- 
lowioir.the xoad which is orowded with^a 
.multitude^ we hav^ the assurance of Goa s 
word, that we. are proc^edipg towards 
P£AT]BU If, thj^refore, our bearts are p^- 
8essed:-witlx hatred, or with envy; if we 

'•.-,• ' ' - •' V ■ '""•'"■' '■' ■"••^ • ''^'' ■■'■ ■''•■ 

yidd up ourselves to covetousq^ss, or to 
avarice; if we giyi3 ,tp present enjoyineiits 
the < preference over future; then we are 
.prpce€|ding in the. wi4e road: for jin'*all 
these things we shall find a concourse of 
^sociates, aad shall, b^ surrounded py-a 
multitudeof similar, dispositions. If we 
i|re resolved to gratify anger, or luS|t, or to 
reseat wjuries; if we speak evil of tfif^se, 
.Wfbo speak evil of us; if we carry an liostije 
mind, toward^ him wbo has beei^ inkioal 
$Oa ujb^^, w0 axe #tJiU -parried jijp^g withr the 



\9i mrtm 6v critistiak ufk 

amnbcm. Or/ if we pnietiBe flatttery o«tp^ 
lelvei, or willingly yield onr'«ar^ to- U10 
words of the flatterer ; if we are wkhfaeUi 
Joj fatour, from ouering the tiotli; ot^am 
more afraid to ofiend the mind of any «m% 
than not to speak the tmth fixim o«r beart; 
Alen are we jonmeying in comptoy wilb 
Ibe maltttude : all wtH be our aasoeililed^ 
Wb^ are depaiting from the path of trnth^ ^ 
' But if, on the cootrary, wo keep' o«v» 
ielvei free from all vices ; if we maintaiii a 
pure and nnslaved mind; and, renoumnsg 
m^ other cupidity, are only oevetoos -to 
bec<mie rich m virtue ; thefi we are travel* 
Hiig in the narrow road: for sucb, idas! 
is the tx>nversation only of the few. It is 
very rare, and difficult, to find fit com-^ 
paniong for this journey; for ma(ny who 
pretend to be journeying in this traek, pre^ 
ienily decline from it by bye*paths, and 
nrtum again into the common road of die 
mnltttude : and, therefore> we ought to be 
gtelatly upon our guard, lest those, whobi 
tfe may choose ans safe conductors of o«ur 
way^ shoidd |>rove tt> be only sedaeeis into 
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enor. :If> f^ttetefof/^ ywj9 can d^seov^r 
sttoh examples^ aB majr gaide, .lis ^afe^ i?)i 
t^ic o&iirse, and which keep ihe ^right HTiiad 
of the Q(Hfe\, we diall do well jU^,foi)ow 
Aiem ; but^ if those; examples fihoidd foU u^ 
or sboaid seeia li}cel|y to feud ua, diea^ Mi>«^ pf 
die apoitle 4s offered to u& all. - Paid^ ^^ .Al^ 
^ ^cbasen vessel ; " ;«« if he vir^^ ^yiupy 
ti& of the strait j'oad which ve4>ugh{i.t9 
follow ; says : '^ Be ye imitators of.^r^A^ i 
'^ alsQam of GaRisTT' Biit> adboA^a 4^1^.)^^ 
have the example of ous. Lo^d hj^^ejf^^ 
the Gospel^ who {HTOGlauus r.'^ C^^j^./Uf^ 
^ KB^ aH jie thaJD labour and jar<e,, li^liy 
^^ Jaden^ audi w^ill jrefte^h y^ou^ Xli^jgjF^ 
''^ yoke upen y^, and is§ifn .ipf M^^tii^r I 
* am ! aieek, and losdly ja .liear t^'! , Jf . .|4 
ia haaardeus to imitate .tboAe, of A¥.b<pfi j^ 

entertaiB any ci^^ty ^^ ^s alwayii , ^<^ j^ 
imita^yand fodJow diedtepsof^^jil^i^c^^^i^ 
said : ** J ^m the . way, a^ Jihe . tri^lji fMftd 
f< tbe life/' >i^e f^aaae^er err^ w^.^f^H^^ 
fiH^Tmv^TH* \¥heoefare jbbe Af^^tji^.loipi 
jfays : f^ He ii^o sagra h^ 19 phi^ist'^ p^^ 
<^30 to s^»dl(p,,49ye9^j»s J^ 4H 
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Peter : . ? Christ ;iuffered . fqc.- wi, j.lfeavif^^ 

^ xis AK. EXA3CPi.Ey that we. sfaiQ^|d fp^.^ 

" low His steps. Who, when He^.^wflis.^ 

'^ reviled, jpevUed not again.; when He 8||^* 

" iexed, ^e thi;eatened not^.Jbut ccHp.ip^,U^^j 

** Jlimself to Him who judgeth rigbt^^«Ij^y»^ 

*^ Who His ownself bare, our sins, 4f^.^li,^ 

'V-own body pn the tree;, that li^^i^^iff^^,^ 

<< 4ead to sin, should live,; unto ; rijg^t<^,,. 

« oosness." ,..,, ,., , 

Cease, then, from all extenuation of fWJ^^^l 

faults; let all shameful expedients for softief)?, 

ing the guilt of sin, be abandoned. It wflF. ^ 

be of no avail to defend ourselves by tbe^ ,, 

example of the multitude, whose trans^: .i 

gressipns we are prone to enumerate,^ for,:a j^ 

consolation to our own consciences; ai\^);... 

complain, that we see none who can set luf,,,^, 

a fit example to follow ; for, we are ^lwaj^f;r 

referred to the example of Him, who^,], 

exaipple all agree is to be followed* .h^tr, 

it therefore be your chief care, to makey^i*- 

self iatimately acquainted with the DiyiK^i j 

law; in which you may behold, fMi .pre^t.i; 

seiit. to your view, the exampl^j of holj|H<K^ 






Ami^; and inay^Iedjrtf -^m iWiiEHlnioQitl^taV^ 
wli£lt ifanst' be dcme/ a^ -trlvat- nfMt 4ie 
ai6i3ed. ' ■ ' ■.-■ : <^''^ '^o, 

it is of the greiitest sticeotfr to\1r^fttd^ k 
refi^rous life, to replenish the mind with tiHtfe 
wditps OF ScBtPTURE ; and cdntinoidfj^^to 
mf^hate in oat hearty what we d^lte 'to 
aogibfaiiplish^ in onr kbtions; It was Gbtl% 
cdriitnatid/ by Moses; to 'a^ rude nation '^ ' 
jet unpractised to obedience^ that tft^ 
shbttld wear upbn their ' garmeiits, air' -k 
sigtiai whereby to remember the pfeoeptt^'^ 
iof God, borders of a purple colour;'^ in ^^ 
order that, whenever flieir eyes acddfeiitrfHy'"" 
fell Upon those colours, they might a#iKett^"' 
in their mtndis a remembrance of the ^Ivhfc r< 
commandments. The abuse of whfeh'ite^^ 
mdtials, was a subject of our Lord's seVens ' 
repKhension of the Pharisees; who b^aii 
to use them, not for the end of remember^' ' 
ing the precepts of God, but for purpbsii^^ "" 
of hypocrisy and ostentation, that thejr ' 
might be esteemed, by the people, eminent 
for extraordinary sanctity. But yotj^ whb' 
seek to obsetve, not the letter^ hat the' ' 
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spick, of die law, aiost dberah ai^piiilipdi 
rem€mlMraiioe of the^ivioe comoMidflitiilt^l 
and not so mocb endeavour to remt^akim 
then tffiem, as to have them dtoajt us ywx 

tbOO^ltS. J T r i ■ a *t 

Let THE Holt Scbiptubbs, ilierffinra} 
be always in your bands, and ooatiiinriljr 
revolved in your mind. And think it q^sv£> 
filmiest, to renen^ber God's commandoMrts 
in your thoughts, and to forget them in 
your works ; but learn thereforetojremeinl{er 
them, that you may <fo what you haveleamt^ 
rfiouM be done. ^ For, not the hmrtft of 
** the law are justified before God, but the 
^ doers of it shall be justified." 

The field of God's law is of wide, nay of 
infinite, extent; flourishing, with all She 
various testimonies of truth, as with a rieli 
profusion of lieavenly flowers; sind nouriiih* 
ing and refreshing the souls of those who 
l^ead it, with an- inexpressible delight. ^Xo 
know all which, and inwardly to rerol^ 
|bem, is of the most powerful efficacy for 
preserying righteousness. , . 

' But diiflfiy seleoty and engrave upon jf^fow 



of'tlmt kfr^y that ^^ept in th)^ ^<^BpeH 
whMi tb6 mbifth 6f th€ Lord has declare^ 
to comtM^ltend all rightMum^Bs i ^ IV^»a^ 

<< SOBVER YE WOULD THAT MEN iTHOei^B 
^ »b ' UNTO YOU, BO Y« ALRO IPIITO 

'f VHftBf ;^ To detmmfitrate the an^onty 
ftild power oiF whicb precept^ BE-^addi; 
*^f&t THIS «) tim bnt, and tie pi^phef^^ 
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* Mr. Gibbon, whose profotiml ignonuiee of the nftHite 
ma "fcilndatiofts «f the CkrMan BdigUk xmdeM hkaiWMj 
lnconi|Mteot» notvithtUnding the extent «f hh i^cqyiutwftefii!^ 
in t&e J3«2^ Lettres, to treat of so exalted a subject^ has ps^ 
sumed to animadvert upon this maxim in the Gospel ; and to 
cite a passage from a Greece writer, in which ihe sam^ sntiKmc 
doctiinis ii taught. The no^fea ibr Whidi admiOvMoA 
iMHB -y ^st. a vain ooooek; Hunt he had maAe a detsftkiii k^ 
portant to liis. oeiise : and, 2dlyy to leave it for inf^refioe, 
that since that maxim was in the Greek schools before the age 
of the Gosptl, it was not of evangelical, but of heathen, otf* 
gtiiia]. Had Mr. Gibbon not cherished a voluntary ignovoUce 
«poB aU aiich ncied aahjods* %» mist hoire ]aiown» witH formj 
Chmrtm, and eveij inapeeter 4if Hut Qos^ :(tfba^ wbitak 
INuU^us hat painted out to him ;) that our blesied Lord di^ * 
not ittculcate tiiat precept as " a new emmnandimmt*' c£ "Bh 
idigjkMi, but as the andeat p w acript rre .Rile». cf twil' ttt9m 
Mi^saa^of TB«x^; He mint have kmmn^ Ihtt Ift w«i 



"204 nnus, 4^ cHRiniAfir uvs. 

Akboiigh tbe kinds. «tid {Murtif 4xf rightMcMfi. 
HOBS a^e infinite, in vmetf^ imA mn^AxtH 
io that it would not only be impossiMfi^^td 
^endmerate them all, but ev^ W'-^nokivt 
them in thought; yet, all of ihem 'Iir0i4i|2. 
duded in that one short ^entefle€f:'Wllich 
sentence will either acqnit> oreondiNDlil^'Cbfe 
imrard conscience of every man, by-^tbe 
tecret judgment of his own mind. • » ■ -'^ j ;v 
Therefore, in every action, word^ and 
bought, let this rule be produced j iipliieli^ 
Vstng always present as a mirror: reAijfCiO 
"ip^bur hands, may at idl times dearly reV^d 
\o you the true quality of your wii^l ; so thit 
It may either accuse you, if you are doing 
Wrong, or may encourage you, if yoli-al^ 
doing right. For, as often as yon cherishstk^ 
a disposition of mind towards others, asybtl 
wish others to maintain towards you, ydti 
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M gttat finrndatian-stDne of Hebrew monJs, a tluNistUd ^tim 
ib^f^ve phlfaMcyhy dawned in Greece ; that it w^s. tang^^u^d 
enforced in Judea, when Gjreece was only a theatre of fab^^; 
and, tlierefore, that it was but an oblique, and fordgn import 
wti) Greeccf, whereas it was the direct, and native, inheritabV^ 



^tfbiOirfcliQ ptA efi righteowiieflMB 4 fafq t wbeh:- 
p^erifmt fedi youoieWeii so diiposect towards 
^theviK^asirujroa would - aot wish any 09^ 
iQ. bt^d«s]^9ed.;lo you^ yoit. have d^part^ 
^n^itti^jt path. 

Ty^Aad now^:bebold.all the labour and. di£- 
fil»lty offTH^ mviNB LAwl Behold, wbatilt 
iitrthat renders .THAT law so several . Wf 
murmur against God/ and complain tbi^ 
^e^ ai^ opp^ssed. by the difficulty, naj^ithe 
iJnpo^ibility, of keeping His ieommand- 
menls;. nor are we'tetisfied with merely 
t)ot obeying those commandments^ unless 
we also pronounce Him who commandiMi 
^h^m, to :: be unjust : alleging,! that = /tb^ 
Author of all justice has eqjoined tbipgiy 
4^t only difficult and hard, but even impose 
#ible,tO: be done* " Whatsoever jfe wouid^* 
says He, '^ theU men should do unio you^ 4^ 
^^ ye also unto them" It is His gracious 
will; that we should all be united in love>,by 
'a mutual interchange of kind servicer; and 
that all mankind should be linked together 
i)y reciprocal benefits ; in order, that;, eacif 
individual yielding to others that juMchiifaa 



too siTsi 0w cnmmMm warn 

wiibtft riioold be bettowed «{ionr Mnetf^ 
voiT^rMl JQitice, which is ike. fc^'mid i§6 
diat precept, might become the coMnon 
lot and blesfing of all meti. O! the'tittM 
pendou8 mercy, and ineffable benignity 4if 
Qod; who promites us a rewaid, -if w« 
will only mutoally love o&e anodierl TbM 
if, if we will reciprocally « bMow 'tipon 
eadi other, that of which we all atMd 
hi the utmost need. And wc> with arro* 
gsntMKl ungrat^I hearts^ resist Hie wttt>' 
whose Tery command 4sy in itself, so* Btaal^ 
fSest a blessing ! 

• Never do you injure the reputation )>r 
another ; iior seek to draw praise upon yoitr«^ 
self, from the disparagement of others; 
Learn rather to regulate your own life; 
than to give Judgment upon that of otbeis; 
and remember always that maxim of 'tii^' 
Scripture, which says : *^ He that fteepttth* 
'' his 'month iceepeth his life; bnt be'tliar' 
^ openesh wiwle bis lips, shall have dcstntoft^ 
^* tioo/^ Few there are, who Wholly abslatfl ^ 
from this vice; you will rarely m^t w^ 
ai^f #faf 4i«iw^ co^k^ep^ >thttir^4wjti' li#^ 



49 eQtkeljr free flrom raproadi, as Boi readilj 
to rcrpreheBd the lifcs of otbers; andtfat 
propensity to this eTiI has taken miob poa* 
session of the minds of men^ that they who 
have kepi them^lves free from all other 
yioet^ fsiU yet into tbis one, as if it were the' 
last resource and snare of the devil. ^ 

Bat do yot« s^ conquer this e? il^ as not 
only not to be guilty of slander yovLtmU, 
but-not to bejieve any one who i'rao -, and- 
be careful not to coatriUite your assent Ao 
the authority of slander^, lesA by so doing 
yon add nourishment to their vice. ^' Re» 
f* firain from baokbitingy says tlie Sorip^ 
'< Uire; the mouth that slaodeteth skgretb 
** the aouL" J^nd agaia ; ^ A whisperier d^ 
^ filetfar Us own soai, and is bated whesafi. 
''* soarer he dweUeth.-*43!«i«e the wfaispent 
'^ and double-tongued: whoso heariocnetii 
^^ uatobim, shall never find rest^ and never 
^ dwell quietly," And the pixMis jD«vtd^ 
anqifieratifig the various qaalities ^ef dnDa«- 
mtkm and rightciNisness, is not sMefiit with 
tta^ectita thifvii^a^ saying : /'-Who tabftk 
^ 4K>t ap> ai^qwwdk agaJawtAisMdj^hfausir 
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Naiy^ he not only resists, but attadK^' t!h^ 
slanderer; for he says: '' Whosd pnvily 
'' slandereth his neighbour, him wilHtidiit 
*« off." 

This is, indeed, one of the first vices 
which ODght to be conquered, and'totiiu^ 
extinguished, in all who aspire to a life of 
true holiness. There is nothing, whictl'^sd 
much disquiets the mind, or which ren^eni 
it so trifling and inconstant, as readily' to 

^ ^ _ , to 

receive, with a rash assent, the wordi of 
e\^ry tale-bearer. From hence arise such 
frequent dissensions, and unfounded hatreds'. 
This it is, that makes enemies of the dearest 
firtehds ; who, though long united, yet suffer 
themselves to be at last dissociated, through 
their credulity, by the influence of an cfvil 

tongue. ', ' 

But, on the other hand, great is the t^n- 
quillity, and great the dignity of that mind, 
which does not hastily lend an ear to' the 
prejudice of another; and blessed^ is l£e^ 
who so arms himself against this vice, tbU 
no one may dare to entertaiii hiikit "witk 



aisseminate slander, lest they should' ^rfiw 
m^e i^onjeqajpj. 9poi» theqisely^, tbapj^^pon 

To^?t if jn^efore ^o cpjnfiaon, a^ grfiF|^^» 
*[oi]^^,the:fi^t^^|)i9p(aisl}meiits^0|Je<^^^ 

iiS«!S?-'L> -And ^pd Jjioj^lf, ^y^,|.7,,aj« 
prophet: " O my people, they that;^^^^ 

"b^aj^.^^Hi^ »»^!??^" •■(.'; -■•.5 i.on .Yi,Uivj> 



£10 BUI.B OF CHBI8TIAN I^F£. 

humility ; so that he who will not 4att^, if 
rcigarded as either proud or eavious. And 
truly it is a most subtile and ingenious 
artifice, to praise another, in order to our 
own applause; and, by deceiving, to.^g^un 
the mind of him whom we deceive : for .this 
vice is chiefly engaged, in vending counts* 
feit praises for a real profit. But how great 
must be the levity of that mind, how e^f 
treme its vanity, which, rejecting the tCBti" 
mony of its own comcience, pursues the 
opinion, the feigned and pretended opinion, 
of another person i and which, caught 
away by every blast of fictitious praise, 
delights in being gulled; and thankfully 
accepts delusion, for a beneficial service ! . 

But you, if you desire to be truly praise- 
worthy, seek not praise from men; but 
govern your conscience with a view to Hik, 
^' who both will bring to light the hidden 
^' things of darkness, and will make manifest 
*^ the secrets of the heart:. and then shall 
f* every man have praise from God/' . Let 
your mind therefore be watchful, and dilir 
genty^ and perpetually armed a^icust tha 
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appyoaiches of fein. Let your sp^ecb^^Q all 
becasiotifty -be moderate, and sparing; dnch 
as indicates a duty to converse, rather^ thaia 
a desire to talk* Let a decent reserve 
adorn your wisdom; and, (what has ever 
been esteemed the principal 6rna^ent of 
yonr sex,) /c# modesty be pre-eminent above 
nil your virtues. Consider, beforehand,' what 
you are tb speak ; and, while yott are yet 
silent, be "jpTovident to utter tiothing^ of 
which you mdy afterwards h^ve oocasioti 
to repent. Let your thoughts apportlijn 
your words ; and let the balance of yotir 
inind regulate the office of youf tdhgde. 
Whence the Scripture saith : *' Weigh thy 
-^ words in a balaiice, and make a* dboir dhd 
'* bar for tby taouth/' Let no 'iiljiirions 
word ever ^proceed from yout lips; 'tfitfee 
ydtt ar^ commanded, as the jiferfectibri t)f 
your duty, " to bless even those who' curse 
** you." — " Be pitiful, be cburteoti^," 'says 
the fapostle, " not rendering evil for ^evil, 
*^ or railing fox railing; but contrai'iwise^ 
'* Messing.*' ' ' * ' " *■ 

' Let 'a lie, or an oath^ be abscSittiSy 
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QDlmown ta yoor tongne; and letjtbciebe 
ever in yoa such a l&ve for tbutr, diat 
you may regard whatever yon haye ^pokeoV 
as if it had been sworn. Concerning which 
t^ingy our Saviour thus commanded His 
disciples : '^ I say unto you, swear not tf 
'< all.** And a little after: "let your dia^ 
** course be, t^ 15, or U is not ; for wbaterte 
" is more than this, cometh of evil.'' . :)^\ 
• In every action, and in every w<»d,: b^'^ 
vigilant to preserve a quiet and a placid: 
spirit : let God be always present to your* 
thoughts: let your mind be humble and 
gentle; and severe only against vice. Never 
suffer it to be elated with pride, or warped 
by avarice, or hurried by anger, /or, ao« 
thing ought to be more tranquil^ nothii^ 
purer, nothing fairer than that mind, wbiidi 
aspires to become the habitation of God ; 
who delights, not in temples bright with 
gold, nor in altars rich with gems, but in 
a soul decorated with virtues. On which 
account, the hearts of holy perscms are 
called the tempk of God; as the apostle 
afiims: /' if any one shall .defile the . 



*^ temple of God, him will God itmoy f 
^^ibr tbe temple of God is hoiy, n>ki^ 
*^ temple are yb" ^ v 

^ Nothing which you can acquire, is mofter 
Tilaable or more lovely than HUMitrrr/ 
This is indeed the chief preserver, and, al^' 
it were, the proper guardian, <tf all tii^' 
other Tirtaes; nor is there any thing that 
renders us so pleasing both to men and to 
God, as to be high by the exeellettcyfef 
oor lives, and low by the exercise of bur ^ 
humility. On which account the ScripM^ 
ttore says : " The greater thou art> : «b«^^ 
^^more humble thyself; and thou shalt fitidS 
^'favour before the Lord/' And God Sa^i^ 
by the prophet : " To this man will I look ; 1 
'' ;^eyen to him that is humble, and 6f a qui^f^'^ 
"spirit, and trembleth at my word " •-! 

But; follow irrtt€ humility ; not that whic^^ 
makes an outward ostentation, by mk a^ ^ 
fected' carriage of the body, or tone bf^ 
the speech, but that which displa]^ itself ^ 
in the sincerity of the heart. iPot^ii ^^^^ 
one dxing to possess a virtoc^^- B^ ^n^^ 
other thibg" tai'inossetti the coanterfe^^^^^ 
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a ¥111:11^; it is one thing to follow the 
shadow of truth, and another to follow itd 
substance. There is no pride so hideous, 
as that which conceals itself under a {arm 
of humility; and M vices acquire a pe- 
culiar hatefulness, when they attempt to 
inyest' themselves with the characters of 
▼irtuesi 

Never consider yourself as superior to 
another, on account of the nobility of your 

\ birth ; nor regard those as beneath you, 
who are of an obscure or trtoxe humble 
origin. Our bbligio^ takes no account 

' of the ranks or conditions of men ; it con- 

' siders only their souls; it judges both the 
servant and the lord by their respective 
deeds. The only distinction of rank in 
lionour with God, is an independance from 
iin. That nobility is highly valued by God, 
which is conferred by virtue. 

Whait was ever more noble in the sight 

"of God, than Peter? who, nevertheless, was 
ft poor man, and a fisherman. What^ 
among women, was ever so illustrious> 
iiiii the blessed Mary? who- was only a 
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cftrpeDtter's wife* Yt£, to that poor fisherman 
Christ committed the keys^pf the kingdom 
of Heaven ; and that carpentei^s wife was 
found worthy to he made the mother of 
Him, by whom those keys were oommittedi 
For, *^ Gob hath chosen the base things of 
*^ THIS wo'Bii.D, and things 9>hieh are despised^ 
^ to confound the things which are mighty^* 
- But, hesides ; it would, upon another 
ground, he wholly unavailing to take any 
merit to ourselves for nobility of birth, 
since all who are redeemed by the blood of 
Christ, are of equal' honour in the sight 
of God ; neither can it any longer signify^ 
in what rank any man was born, since M 
are all equally bom again in Cheist. For^ 
though we should forget, th^t we an^ all 
originally born of oiie and the san^e fiitot 
parent ; yet we ought at least to remember, 
that we are all regenerated by oifB. 

Take care, if yon have underjtak^i the 
exercises of fasting or abstinence, not to 
imagine that you are therefore become holy; 
for that practice i3 but the instrument, not 
the completioDj of holiness. But chiefly. 
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and'^bove all things, t^I^e care, that a^opiiNi^, 
t^pt fprtthmga which are allowed, .^gi^K ^^ 
npx ia you a presumptuous sqcujritjr /U^ 
rqga^d to things which are po^tively .foi^, 
bidclen^ Whatever we pretend to offei^.tQ) 
<^Of)t. over and above the measure of Jl^j^n 
^^ninandment, must, not hiuder but| aflr^t 
vfLftce . the righteousness which He, has^': 
c^manded. What can it avail us to low^. 
tlifL.bociy hy abstinence, if at the sanie:tiiii^ > 
Wiie.jBU^er the soul to be swollen with pirid<B^$ 
W^i^ praise shall we deserve for die palf^.j 
]ie^,pf fastings if at the same timew^^^ 
b^ome livid through envy ? What virtqe^ < 
is th^e in renouncing wine, if we mS^K 
ourselves to be intoxicated, by anger or bj^ . 
batr^? Abstinence is then only excellent^ 
th$i chastisement of the body is then only. ^ 
great and admirable, when the soul is made! 
to fast from vice*. They who, coa9iderateijr 
and wisely, practise abstinence, afflict the 



: 1 . 



^ '^ TmKf bufuaa, ^ittdam at oMncKtii; tunc pulclim 






bdc^for-thb only parpo«e> that they inAf , 
▼an^Htsh the pride of their sook : that ift^ ' 
may tSescend, as it were, from the heigtrt^ 
of their native arrogance, to fulfil the will cf^ 
GoD> which is best accomplished in htl^^ 
mHity; They therefore call off their thoughts ^ 
from the various delicacies of food, thai 
they may engage all their affections in att ' 
appetite for virtue. And the body will Iks 
the less sensible of the irksomeness of fkstS'' 
ing, in proportion as the soul is the ilior^^ 
hungry after righteousness. St. Paul, wb^n 
^^ he chastised his body and kept it undiei^^ 
''lest, when he had preached to otherii^^ 
"he himself should be rejected," did notJ^* 
do; so, as some have ignorantly imagid^^ 
with a view to chastity alone; for abstT-; 
nence contributes, not to that virtue only,* 
bat, likewise, to every other virtue. Not'^^ 
was his chief glory to refrain only from ' 
lust; but he laboured, generally, to giv^^' 
perfection to his soul, by the restraints of 
hi$ body. For^ as much as he alienated hh 
HH^d frooi voluptuous indulgence, so much 
the more was he able to engage it in th^ 
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fvnuit of virtuee: lest th^ teUdbet 6f'pc¥^ 
fectioti should betray ftay impeifeetiMT lii 
himself; test he, who was the '^ imittitor df 
^ Chirist/' should do any thing contrary to 
die command or will of Chrisft, or sbotild 
tdach less by his example^ than by h!^ 
words ; and *^ lest, after he had preal^ed 
^ to others, he himself should be injected,** 
and should hear the words, whidi wer^ 
spoken of the Pharisees> addressed to him- 
self: ** TAey 9peak, but do wof /" 
- But it is, moreover, both the precept Und 
the example of the same apostle, to have 
regard, not only to conscience, but also to 
repute. The teacher of the Gentiles didnot 
esteem this a superfluous, or fruitless con-^ 
sideriation ; for he would have those^ who 
are not in the faith, convinced by the works 
of those who are ; that the efiicacy of the 
religion, might demonstrate the religioa 
itself. And we ate therefore commanded 
^ to shine as luminaries in the world, in the 
^ midst of a perverse and crooked genera- 
^ tion," that the unbelieving minds of those 
who lie in .error, may discern; by the light 



<lf pui v^ofk^ tlm imtkne9»', of ii^t.xiwu: 
ign0rat)cew Wherefore; ; Si* Patil a(ay^ ti^ 
the RemciDS : ^' Provide things Aonej^^- (not 
'^ oaly, in tbe sight of God> but alao):0/> d/ 
^' wen. Give none ofiFeDce, neither to the 
^f Jews, nor to the Gentiles^ nor to, the 
^' tbiixidi of God. Even i as I please all 
*f men in all things^ not seekiog^.my own 
^* profit, hut the pro&t of many.!' . . . , ; . 

Happy is the man^ who yegiilateft bin life 
so religiously and wisely that nothing of 
evil can even be feigned against him: 
whilst the greatness of his deserts, counter- 
acting the malice of his slancjerei^^ .no' 
one will dare to invent, what, be Jcnom 
will receive credit from .no one* ..But^ if 
thisbetoo difficult to aceomplish,yatJea8t 
let ns^ employ so much diligenoe in- life, 
as not to: furnish evil minda. with any^'titl 
ground for scandal ; nor suffer any spark, to 
escape from, us, by which the flame of evil 
jreport may be kindled against us« Other* 
wise, we shall i^. vain he angry withi calum* 
niators,' i£ we ourselves^ supply: them with 
nafatter for their oalumoy. If> howeveri not- 
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withstanding our utmost dlligentic^ an)l^ 
caire, to " provide things honest,*^" itiff* 
to prefer the fear of God in our actidt^ 
to every other consideration, they shdttld^ 
still assail as; let ouk conscience b^ btd^*' 
consolation; which is then most safe an£^ 
secure, when it has given no just cause ibf" 
ahy one to think ill of us. Behold, a wo^isr^ 
denounced by the prophet against all those;" 
^ who call good evil, and light darkneiis;^' 
*^\and sweet bitter;** and to us may theii' 
be applied that word of our SaviotifV 
<^ "Blessed are ye, when men speak ^it^ 
" of you falsely !" Let it therefore be our ' 
great concern, that no one may be able to 
speak evil of us, otherwise than falsely. 

> So regulate the care of your family, that^" 
you may always reserve some leisure titrife'" 
for your own mind. Select, therefore, some'' 
convenient chamber, a little removed firotil."^ 
the noise of the household, into which, as ' ' 
into a port, you may withdraw yourself ' 
from the tempest of cares; and where, iii ' 
the quiet of retreat, you may calm your sett'" 
of thoughts, which shall have been ^rowa^'' 
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^Q agi^tioQ |h thf world. Th^^ employ 
^pursdf io such earnest reading of the 
Holy Scriptures^ in such frequent, recur* 
rences of prayer, and in such steady and 
coatinued contemplations of futubb things^ 
£^ to ^compensate abundantly, by that Jc^ 
s|irp,,aU the activity and anxiety of jffm^r 
other time. . Nor do I say this, in. pr4?|E; 
that you should wholly withdraw yourself 
f ro 0^ the company of those to:wh9mi.ypii 
bj^pnig ; but, on the contrary, that you :^f^^ 
there learn, and meditate^ how yon oughts t 
tq behaye yourself when you are ampqgst 
them. ;:, 

Govern and foster your family ini^iic^n , 
manner, that you may appear to be rather^ tb(^ , 
mother, than the mistress, of your servants; 
fropA whom exact respect by kindness, rather 
than by fear. But, especially, let the apostle's, 
preq^pt.be observed in a virtuous and Chris*, 
tian household: let the chiefauthorjty.be 
m^ii^taiped in the person of the husband;., 
and let the whole house learn from ypii, the 
hpjqipur lyhich is due to him. Show that^f 
heja^^ n>ftsU^,hy;ypur s^Ajepfcippj.^ 



sender him great by your humili^; tbt 
yoa yomsdf will be bonoiuped, in the ttine 
proportioo that you honour him. For, ^ the 
^ man/' says the apoede^ *^ is the head of 
^ the woman ;*' nor can the body veceive 
greater bononr, than is derived finom the 
dignity of the bead. Wherefore it is said 
dsewbere, *^ let women be in subjection to 
^ their own husbands, that if any obey not 
^ the word, they may, without the word, 
^ be mm by the conversation of their mhe$^ 
If, therefore, honour was to be rendered to 
Cnntile husbands, how much should it be 
rendered to Christian ? And in order to show 
the ornaments with which wives ought to 
be adorned, it is added ; ^' let it not coa-> 
^' sist in outward plaiting of the hair, or 
^ wearing of gold, or elegance of apparel ; 
^' but in the secret character of the hear^ 
^ in that which is not corruptible, even' the 
^* ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
^' which in the sight of God is of great 
^^ price. For after this manner, in aneient 
^ time, the holy women also who trusted kk 
^* God adorned themselves, being in sub* 



f^rjediom ito tkeir Qwn ho^baiidg ; even as 
^ Sara obeyed Abraham, eaUiiig biu L$rd. 
^ Whose daughters ye are.'' Bat, in pre- 
scrihiiig this rule, he did not mean to en- 
join them to dress themselves alovenly, 6t 
saeanly, or raggedly, but he designed to 
interdict all immoderate attention to de- 
coration, or too great refinement ki dreiai. 
As the '^chosen vessel/^ Paul says: ^^X^ 
*^^ women adorn themselves in decent ap-r 
*' parel, with modesty, and pro{>Fie^ ;:not 
f* with broidered hair, or. gold, or pearls^ dr 
^* costly array ; but, as becometh womdn 
^^ professing godliness, with good w<M?ks/^ 

Remember also, how the. apostle bath 
declared the mutual bond of the hm^ 
BAND and the wife : " The wife,'^ sayffibe, 
^ hath not power of her own body, but the 
f< husband ; and likewise also the husband 
M hath not power of his own body, but the 
f^ wife:'-**and they two shall be one flesh." 
And not one flesh only, but also one spirit i 
fiwr he adds, " Ai» is a great mystery/' Thirf 
i8> indeed; the high road of purity i and ^reat' 
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ii the reward: ^fi Came onto if si^firftrfrafll 
^ Lord; take my yoke upon yooAwiitfiall 
^ of ME, and ye shall fiad rest nnto'jpbdt 
ff goals. For mt yoke is easy, oad^iMT 
f burden is light." - H"<ii 

; But to all who shall have tke»(plade 
assigned to them upon his ^ left haild^? 
nR says : '^ Depart from me, ye ibatsraiii 
<^ .iniquity, into everlasting fire ; .wberpAaB 
f'rrbe weeping and gnashing of'teeA!^ 
Ifk^^e will all those bewail, who -abaH 
^aye. so entirely ^implicated tbemndves^^iii 
^ corrupt cares and pleasures -of ^^hit 
present life, as to have lived wholly rtgalrcN 
lesft^ of that life which is to come: :Wbomr 

TH£ SyjDnEN COMII^G OF THE LOBD' ahfttt 

surprise, sunk in the sleep of ignorance^ mt. 
of felse security. Wherefore He wama(«i» 
i|l His Gospel : '^ Take heed to yourseLvKi^ 
^frlesi at any time your hearts heiooyam 
'^.charged with surfeiting, and dranb^me^ 
'f;«nd eares of this life, and: soTiud^il^ilil 
^^-come upon: you unpfepared ; for itishdtjr 
^iK]»me as a skahe upon all. ibeia tbafi 



^';S%lpe>ye fa$€cl» mutek ^d^ i^y f ^f<M^ ye 

V -'Bfosaad ase th^y whp so erp^t, 'jaQd so 
)pok forward to, that bat, as toi prejijace 
Sbe^elvctt daily fotito arrival. Who, insitead 
(3/^atterliig themselves with the €ont6li^pkii^ 
Umaof^eirpasi meritsy^ ^^RiE^BYi thea^^vmf 
HeotMrdiag to di^ if jMridsrof the aposUe, f^* i^4r 
'^ dy)»AY/^ J^^^ tlie rigbte^^ysi^eii ^f ^^ 
^axighteOas mw shall n<»t deUver htm, f riSiil' 
^ the^ da^ in which he shall I^D«gm&i^^ 
'^ -neither shall the wicked manf f all' by. Mi 
Hinsickediiess^ .firom ^^ i2ffy ia .whiebjlM 
f^iflhall tiuni .fipoi^ hU wic^edoe^^/' -.l^hir 
AwNir.biBldelf 04|»ght aottO'enterts^ #eppMrityi 
^ Jioiiigo»iihe is engaged in jthe trials (MMI 
omiflicls^ of 1 this Ufe ; fieithex" OVght i^ 
limner to admit despair, who, in one day, 
may venter into the way of righteousness/ 
'PiMiighpiit the rePAainiag ^quel pf yoqr 
life/ labour to perfect righteousness with all 
ybur power ; and become not slack or remiss, 
fWHti a confidence in your past obedience; 
but, lifate the apostle, ^^ forgetting those 
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** tbiDgs which are behmd^ and readiin^ 
'' forth unto those things which are befiwe, 
'^ press forward to the mark, for the prise 
** of the high calling of God, in Christ 
^ Jesas.** And knowing that *^ the Lord 
^ trieth the hearts,^ let it be your main con- 
cern to preserve your heart pure from sin ; 
according as it is written: '' Keep tht 

^' HEABT wHh ALL DILIGBNCB.'' 

Do you, therefore, so order all the remain- 
ing time of your life, that you may, at the 
last, be able to say, with the prophet : ^^ I 
'' have walked in my house with a perfect 
'^ heart:— I will go to the altar of my God, 
*' unto God, who is my exceeding gppeat 
"joy!" For it will not be sufficient, to 
have begun well ; since righteousneaii will 

consist, IN HAVING CONCLUDED WBLL. 



TRB BVD OF THE EPI8TLB OF PAUUNU8 TO CBIANTIA. 









^ v.- ,. ... .. .- 

,..11- -- . 






» . , 



A¥ 



f> 



' -5 



• ■) 



rr ■. 



■■ i •■ ■' =^^."?D 



•■ -.••..^K 



ELEMENTART VIBW 



Vi. 



■v^.a 






OF 






-■-^' "■ ■' ■•.••"ij 



_ * . » ^ . IV 



■^v 



■/ I: 



GENERAL CHRONOLOG Yv i 



y ^ ■' - -.j'-i '•- .' 



V -v-: ;. 












'>i\: .i'ji'.-i'. . 
II; v/ ^,d;> : ' " 






» ■ . • » 






Ari: .... . 



\ ■ 



.■ '. • ^- 



I . ,■» ..^ • 



ELEMENTARY CHROKotOGV. 



Time, is the DtxRATioir tfihttarih aUd Huneni^ 
bodkii the reocMioM ot which, measur^i and 
mark out, tf^^PAilTS. ! 

1 * » 

The great natural measiitersj and indesies, of 
tiM£, are the svHf and the Hooir. ^ Hence, the 
duration of time is described in the Scriftijrei^ ' 
by the duration <^ those two indexes of time : ^ at 
*^ long as THE SUN and the mook enduretkf 
** thrC^ghojat iifl gpfitrations!^ For those orbs will 
ohe day cease their functions, like every subor- 
dinate system of this visible world') and the ces- 
sation of their functions, will htfkB, £iri> ^time^ 
Which great crisis is thus announced in the sacred 
VotuB^» ^ Tbtm didst lay of old the'fbtmdatioQ 
^ of Titb EARTH, and TH^ ^feArs^s^ are the wofi| 
^ of thy hands : thet shall perisky but Thou shall 
^ endure; they shall all grow old like a g^imen^ 
^ and like a garment thou sbalt changtt tkeBDi^ 
^' and thet shM be changed; but Thou art tfaa 
** same, and Tht years shall never end.*^ This 
li-that impending period, when^ (as it isprockin|6<Bl 



^ ttBiisftTAiiir tMt6i^om^. 



The knowledge of ^Ac parts of time, or oC the 
^^mMB^^tuLTiov from its ctlzatjov w9tU how, is 
^«iEAed::Cim)iiology ; which may be divided ii|{0 
^CibmNCMive, a&d HtstorkaL ■i\\^ ' 

^^'i Oompv^Btive Chroncdogy^ i» the scienceMof coia- 
^piMing^the piarts and periods of time* 
i7k i&itdribal Chronology, is the Kience^of assiga* 
Uhig the parts aad periods of . time to the events/^ 

•'=■•''•- ■ :/ ■ ■ ■ ''■■.■: V'^ 
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' ' ^'^^if coiiffUTATivE chronology; 

iS'f-' ;;;,i, .i,..^-. . •'. ... <..•'.'.■' 

I^;:r, 1 . SOLAR TIME. 

^. Of the Day 9 and its Parts.' 

'-"Of'.*'- • ■..-,,, 

ttJ .' >w v *./*.; V. ■ .y ., . .„",-, . . .. ■ . ' . . ^ V, ■ ■ 

Tidx fitst, and smallest, reTolution of time^ de* 
'^'^IjiaMtiift upon THE suk, is a day ; which measure 
^^^ebi]lprik>s^ll the time during which the son seeks 
^"-'Ib n^e ohecbmplete revoluticm round the earth* 
''^Thb reVoltttioii is-computed, either from nodti^to 
^'lidoinf^^orfrom midhigbt to^to - ' .ii 

This measure of time, which is calfec^lhe iwh&(d 
day, b divided into twenty-four equal parts or 



^»WB^< £idi' Miki^ ii divided into ^ntff '^tits^ lox 
minutes; and each minute into jnpQ^|)ail% dr 

Tb6 divmonsi of the day, into its^r penodr :«f 
Ugkt aad idatkne9i; ivhich constitute tiui ori^lkM 
c2ajf, and /^c night, are subject to, vittuitiMic% 
diieir meaiRires, according to the psogKfi^oD the 
sun through the seasons ; ^ light pi^eddii||naiiiig 
iQ one put of the year, and> the^:daxkBcsd» in 
the o^r part But the ineuuce oCitkp^iiJnipii/ 
dayi comprehending both the light and darl^ncBn^ 
always unifornL«nd iQya>riab|e.. ., 

The natural day, is computed by astronomers, 
from nooii to n^n. 3y; the aocieot -Bpm^s, it 
was computed from midnight to midnight, and was 
denominated by them the chU day. The artificial 
day, which they called the naturoL dm, was com^^ 
puted from sun-rise to sun-set, and from sun-set to 

.r:,;.,TV I^l^ans reckon .to^i;peit/^^offr(|ipv)^;f^'it]^e 

0,4^9 which practice seems tQ have .b(e!e^,.d/9f^v;jBd 

r] ffpm . t^e avi/ dmi of. th^ ancient £9^^^p;^^ ^^ut 

^;i|IQ^vPfh^ nations reckon, like us^tp j^w^fe^^fp^ 

hours : vis. frpm^ jaidnight to apo^i^iuifl^Vi .gooD 

"* j' > ' ■ • ^ ■■ . 1 ■ "^^ •''•'• \\ 
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§. OftktYuor^ audita ParU, 









*''lfftii n^t^ and Uurgesty refoladoii of tiai^nili^ 
l^^fllilg' ofti'THi svri^v i> ^^ TSA&^$ or omi eotit^ 
lid^ohtlioH i^Hie earth tovmd the san; whkhr» 
iM*6i»plf§hed in 365 days and •quarta^.rfddafd h 
■■ ^ Hifif it' h evident, thiH the excess of a quarter ^fidb> 
it^-in^e^ity year, would; in the coturse qf^tteto} 
iifiie tjp*ci-nieasure of time so considendile^aaJit^ 
cittrbarrass the computatitb of years, if it- ^as IML; 
ii!gifl[&riy iHarHed to account; and, by that meaos^;: 
t^mHA tlnto Ithe compntatidn. * This is efiecfedi H > 
ttldng' no account of diose quarters ior thre#^ 

< f^Hf and' then carrying them all to the ftmrijk* 
yHUr, by adding one whole dhy to thaty^r 2 i>y 
Whidi rntnns; the qtiartersy or fractidtial parts, oC 
four years, are combined into one day, and. the 
aM^UQt'begihsanew. This' additional day is now 
^kided afl^y thesath of Feimikry, and bepomei , 
the 29th of that mouthy anki the jrear inwhick.. 
ttt^'addhionf takies f^ee, is called a leAp-tis^. 

, tt'lVill^ilow,' thatthcf first thiieeyei^ will tsbdsiit 
of 965: days each> and the fourth, or hoLp^ytaat^ 



w.i 



itf S60 dayt. Now, tbiee times 365 added to 366^ 
ne equal to four times 365 J. 

Iliid mediod' of T^latM^th^ /l^ wasjfirat 
introduced by Jalius Caesar, 46 years befose 
GkrrA:!;' Iron jffheoce it is called ;tb|^ l}^^aIl' 
yairc'> But as thevtrud 6iM;ti<»al vex^ress oi^ ei^:k 
jjUferlflvifafet «xttctiy a qonner of a diay, or nv:bcnuB%^ 
bUt'^)toly^j€W fad«tfB 4S «ttfif 57 «ec.^ tb«;.Jii)ifii^ 
ooinipiiaiBoii gititis^a'day clveiy 130. ym^i ;^Mrii/ 
in iiie process of ages, occasions, a wttibl^fdjH, 
fi^Heaftevfi^cte true ?8obr time* To ^jp^B^y .tf^ffv 
diidfec^ Pope Gv^oi^ Xlil*,' iBxl538)* in^ti^jijilp^ 
il^^e«r'>dMnpi|tatioii^;rwliicli^oii8isted9.iii .keep^g^ 
tiioJiiHaiiieekoiMBg, of a Lcapryear evBi^ fi^m^ 
ytsn*; ffxoept atevciy hundreddir.yiear not ^i^M^ 
bj;»'4<;\Mfltteli;vrat aUraya. to> be a ^oinpigii yopt^ 
oC365'diy^.aMioa|[h itfdMwU.happea.tOvbejIift^ 
fimiAycfti'^mii'arl^eapyearu' This bapiKAedJnii/ 
th^^tar. 1^900 ; iso thatf thete irere «ight«<y)fisee«irO 
tivea^^uc^i ftnd vaofy im' I^ , B|!>itbi% 

nMMOiB^ the/ Jidiairirtolctoisag ir Jestrained frpm l^gti 
cftO^AsesitD^icbit^BrasUablei . ■..-,■ -ydy 

^ife^JnUaa Rdfotiiog.,was used in tUs ;CXNiiitq|v 
UMi}'t)he'yeaevlj752.f .«Hi^ the 0IJ.%&| 4>r x«c< 
kouli^^ wa^ set .aM%f and the .Ni^ or Gfi^^i^liai^ 
4fi^^ wais established by act of Paiiiameat. 



«S4 m^UlkntAWt imrn^ftioiMnfn 



. A» it fa tfie 8im fhtit Bpp^tf^ to' AiMi^ aai Ba, 
our commoii language' is «d«pted to thMr^^Bfffes^ 
mutef we must follow the eommoa usage, Add €)idl 
llie earth's j^early I'evolutbn, a levpludofiof thesnik. 
This great reTolution of the sim, op ths eotrAlt 
i^HJLM, is divided into, iitfeiw jMprfo, oi MoktHs, 
iR«imired4yf the sun's progi^ss through the grM 
&ftkt 4n the heaveus called the Zodiao,'whkiii 
ciiiie is diirided kitoiSPeiA^ f orftr, Cidled tUUkkk 
Sigiu of the Zodiac. 

The solar yeM^^dJyMes itsdf abo into four quar- 

ters) or nasoiu, by the sun's equinoctial and «o/!f#»- 

/ii^ stations. Tbs; jpriqg.: iie^san begins from the 

vernal equinox, which takes place on the 20th of 

March; the summer season, from the summer 

mMc^ on the 21st of June; ^e kuttnsn'^eason, 

: Isom :the Autumnal equinox, on the \£3d . of ^Siep- 

{ and the: wintet season, from the r^wio^r 

,:^n;'.the :i31stvof Becemb^. At, the >iwo 

wHeqvtiioxesr^^^ys <^ ni^sare of equfili«Dgtt; 

yiz. twelve:hifltrfteach::4heinm rising and settMig 

i^jt^x o'clock. T Fiom« the vernal: to. the autumnal 

^^«l|ttiiiox,iith^.day8 fti^looger than the n^gbfes; and 

cltQiii ihe^aut^tmnal to die v^al eqttino%;the ni^its 

,?MftiQttg»r d»Ui>lhe:dagpi; . .Atthesiommier.stistiee, 

the day is the longest; at the winter solstice; the. 

day ii the shortest. 



mwf^MWS'f or ^^umM^r 9m4 ^w^kf^^ 
imet fixed jKrioc^, wbtcb b called aai «|mk^; ;tii4 
ikie rttkwmg^ oi ymn fnom tiie particotai; f^pocto^ 
i^rO^led \b1teru9i Ih&t' epoclm. ; >- i ; 

^tiite/M<ti^fo. of tim« by wbiok Ae eomiiHA 
ibttsiaesf of U61 is compuied ; ao tbat U it ncicesafuyy 
iU% jKdiiCe jdl otb^ meastaOKs of tim^ to that iMJIf • 
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■ -,-^' LimAKTiMlll. 
tHB MOCK; 

Thb^ Mccmd gieat index of time, is ths Moeir* 

But, fts> Cbe revoKitioiis of tbis Iwniiiaiy ^do AOt 

naturally correspond witb any refolodons dependo 

ing upon the aw, some rule.of e^nnrton^ctf^arti* 

ibciftlaicyuBtmei^^ia therefore reqoisitey tBOfld«rto 

reconcile tbeir motions witk each other. ^^ i 

I .' The' revolution of the moon round the. caith 

Id completed in 99 diajfty 12 Aonff, 4i mimtfes^ 

-iod: S-M!cond9r (and, by a round number, in 

/^O d^f.) i This levolutimi is caUed % kmaiim^ 



.*< ' 



no MLMXiwtAmt cmMOMqumr^ 



w Immt tmrnii. Twdw o£ that 
cooHiliitiDg one Inar jfcur, mc Aodbie 
ybtffd, 10 dcyt, 15 iMW, 11 wmmUa^ and 2/ 
jfcombf bdoie ibe twdTe Mriar mootbt aie com- 
yletod. Hence it. Mlows; tit, ^t the Iomt 
ymjr comprebendf only 554 daji ; and^. 9dlj, dmt 
H ii constantly departing firom die measnie of dia 
folwr year» about deven days every year* 



f EquaUoB of Solar and L¥mar Ttme. 

• t • • • 

As it is of great importance to the uses of nuui- 
kind to know, when each lunation b^ns ; that is 
to say» to know on whlit days of the Mto* yiat*iSkt 
asannooaf will fall; the following method ^ 
ttccn adopted^ for reconciling the two meaaui«s. - ^ : 
• Whqi the solar and lunar year begin togethlBiV 
that iS| when it is hoihimkmi uponrthe^/Srirdkiy^ 
Jmnuny, the moon (as has been said) wiU hav« 
completed her twelfth month, iO da^, 15 Jlour$, 
11 minuteif 27 seconds , before the sun will bai«i 
completed his twdfth month ; and, consequently^ 
|ha Jkioon^ will be advanced those 10 d. 15 ik 



■it'm: 9^ i. into her iStH WtUh, or'second 
jrear, when the siin is only beginning his ieo^nd 
year. It will follow, that at the end of the 
second year the moon will have completecl B^ 
year, take 10 days, 15 /fOfirv, 11 mmtttfy ^ 
^econdiy b^o're the'^un'has completed his: and so 
on, for each succeeding year. " ' 

But it is foi|nd, that after every nmeUtfi^ yean, 
the moon and the sun meet again, on the 1st of 
January, and begin their years again in coinci'< 
4ence. And thiis, after a cyck, or recurrence, of 
19 yeafs, called rrifE LtfNAR Crcf^ dl the new 
moons fall again upon the same days of tie solar 
nkmih, that they did 19 y^ars before. 
-' Now, as thediflerei^e between the solar and lunir 
'yiear is in the proportion of 10 <^<, IShmrHytX 
"Hmutes'f 27 iecondsy for each of those 19 yeaM^ 
or, speaking by a round number, |1 daysi Hy 
jA^wj^ adding elevien days to the luiiar year,* for 
x^^iterence between solar and l^nar measure^ tlie 
two sums will be keptsXpar; and the appettfiMll?es 
/0f^einoo|iwin be always fixed to the standatdof 
"isoiartime. ■ * . . ; 

/\ The eleven days, thus successively added tot^ 
}vij^ yem tlMfOughout the 19 years ot the cyM^, 



■f' **:f 



SS8 BtifilB^fiBt cdKdirb£olBT« 

are reduced into lunar mcmtSB, ii flie')bn(Mil&4 
ladinnw: 



■i 



Cycle. added. Digrt. 



■(» 



r 



t 

a 11 n 



s fS 

4 SS — <yr| 1 mouthy tnd S 



5 •.,.•• 44 1 m. 14 

6 55 im t5 

7 ••••?• 66 tak •••••• 1^ 

8 77 «m 17 



9 88 tm 

10 99 8ai • 9 

11 110 9 m to 

U in 4ni* ? t 

13 13t 4m. it 

14 14S 4ra. •••^•* iS 

15 154 5m 4 

A6 165 5 m, 15 

17 176 5 m. 26 

18 187 6m, 7 

19 198 6 m 18 



210, or, 0. 7 ra. or. 



.;.i'j 

After the last or Ipth year of the cycle, ttodte 

daycare added instead oi eleven^ viz. 18 -f 12 =s90« . 

■ •■■'(. 
which completes the lunar month ; and the next 

cycle finds the sun and moon in conjunction on Uie^., 
first day of the year, as they had been nineteen yeiars 
before. ■.jii^t.'-.jY 

■;■:■■ ■ • i'.j .t 

It is evident, that the numbers in the lastccdunm-- 
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^^OW itie/raetumal parUf or dayi, of tha^rluAataont. > 
t>r lunar month, with which each year of the."€yel^.: 
ends; and, consequently, they show the age of the 
moon at the beginning of the yeark against vfaicli 
they ar^ severaiiy set; By deducting that nuipher^ 
therefore, from 30, the remainder gives the day of 
the moiith for the new moon in January^ for each 
year of the cycle. 

This series rf nmd>ers, proceeding alwajjfs by 
eievenSf imd showing the age of the moon i^ the 
beginnitig of each year, is called thb epact; |rom 
a Greek word, signifying addition. 

The seven lunar months, or 210 days, whi^ are 
added to the general account to malce it e^gual 
to 19 solar yearns, are the difference between 
19 solar and 19 lunar years. For 19 solar years, 
contain $939 days ; 19 lunar years, contain ^^9 
days; add seven lunar months, or 210 days, and 
the sum makes €939 days ; N.B. omitting fr^tioi\8« 

From the correspondence of the epacts with the 
years of the lunar cycle, it is easy to compute tl^e 
new-moons, and consequently the fuU-moopa, for 
evdry month of the year* 

Jj^J^}J*|i,s. 3. 4, d. 6.7. a 9. 10.11. 12. i«. 14. 15. 16. IT. i& 19. 

-»|lf^, ..,,,,.,,■ .,1 ., I, M I.j! ■,■>■. . i. ■■■■ ■■ , ■ ' '."■.*^^^ 

KpactB. 0.11. 92. 3. 14. 80. 6. I7. S8. 9- ^ 1' »• S9^ 4- t^ ^ T. »• 
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. To find the new moon ibr any monA, w|i mmt^ 
1st, know the present year of the ^ycle; 2dlj» tha 
jepactcorreKt>onding to that year: dcUy,. deduct the 
number of the epact from 30, for Jamiaryy mi 
Ae remainder will be the day of the new modn 
in that month. For February^ deduct th^' epa^ 
from 28 ; for March, from SO. For the oihte 
ten months, add to the ep^ct, $ for April, 3 
for May, 4 for Jupe ; and so on ; and dedtict 
from 30 ; and the remainder gives the day for tha 
moon's change, or new moon, in eait^h of those 
^n months. But, if the epact and the number 
'added exceed 30, then deduct from 60, (or ^ 
fmmthf) instead of from 30 ; and the remainder 
vill equally be the day of the new moon. 
' Since the new moons fall, after every fimc^eai 
jfearSf upon the same days of the moi)th, a table a[ 
ihe new moons for .one cycle of nineteen years will 
show the new moons for the succeeding cycjes, 
Irith sufficient accuracy for every purpose of cbni<t 
^n life ; though not for the exactness of astror 
liomical calculations*. And, ^\nce the fnU mooi|S 
fire always 14 days and 1 S hours before, find aftei^ 
^he new moons ; by finding the new moon for any 
inonth, we fipd also the/^ll moon, by counting 
44 days either forward or backward. This method 



nay.sometimcts err i^ on« day, or thirty-si;K hours ; 
l)ttt tbfit difference is .immaterial for common life, 
find. in, must instances it will be found exact even 
to a day. It is upon this principle, that Table IV* 
has been arranged; in which we may observe^ 
^e beaiUiful order uniformly kept by that splendid 

luminary, ^^ the faithful witness m.HM.Ayie>^J* 

« 
■ . .. ♦ 
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HEBDOMADAL* TIME. vt 

%. Of Weeks. , '; ■',j 

We have now seen the operations of the Strilr 
and MOON, as natural indexes of time ; and havi§ 
found the means of adjusting the indicatiotis of UM 
fatter, to the days depending upon the former; so as 
\o know, with sufficient accuracy, upon what da^ 
of the solar year the new aod f\j\\ moons shall fall.* 

Btit there remains another rule of time, of the 
utmost benefit and importance; which it is als6 
necessary for us to adjust to the days of ^the sblatr 
je^r. This is, the seven constantly recurring days 
bfTHE WEEK ; by which the measures of hioh^lt^ 

ViTf.- "•>...-.... 

V • ■ - . _ .•,■ _. ■ .,_^< 
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are subdinded into smaUcr pstkiBS^ ud man 
convenient measures, of time. . -. . w 

This division of time has no idatiooy dthn lo 
the sun, or the moon, or any n&iural index whatso- 
eier ; but is the positive institution, and perpetoal 
evidence of the intervention, of thb AuTHom or 
TIME. Some eminent astraoomers, of the French 
school, attempted, for obvious reasons, to get rid of 
the itutiiatkmal origin of thb vr£EK, by lepEB- 
senting it as an invention of man, to mark the 

fourth parts, or quarfen^ of the lunar nuMik. : t Ait 

: they roust have been able to see, vrhat. eyery 
common reflection at once discerns, thatthje .rule 
of weeks would be at variance with the. lonar 
motion, before three of them could pass ; and that 
the variance would be continually augmeiiluig. 

- There is, indeed, an essential and perpe^al :dis- 
<ordance, between the ratio of weeks, and of tlie 

. lunar motions ; so that a lunar year wiH contmn 
only 48 of those quarters, while it embcaoes 50 

. weeks and four days. Let us, then, humbly lecog- 

. nise and adore the Almighty power, who so graci- 
ously superadded to His natural dividers of time, 

. that inestimable, unchanging moral divider. His 
8BVEWTH DAY ; by which alone the flux of time is 
reduced into such small and commodious mca- 



sures, and a perpetually rectirrent day of civil 
and religious rest, to be dUiingmsked irom all other 
days, interposed, after every six days of labour are 
concluded. 

Tjbat seventh day. of distinction waa» by God's 

5»diiuinc^ the tasi . day of the $even, from the 

^Deation of the world, (whick g^at event it was 

desigititid to coinniRmorate,) until the time of our 

LoR]>,upoa the earth. But from Hj3 time, the 

Jksi day of the mwi has been made the day 0¥ 

MiTnrcTiox; in commemoration of Hia xesu^- 

^ rectioa from ^e dead upon that day, who was 

-^ 'LoRp ofoo^^ir SABaATH.'^ 

Upon THIS 1>AY is founded the cycle, or revolu* 
.tmn of, ^ years; called the.aoLAE ctcle, with 
fdkrwsA to theanoieat name of 5iuMby, or dks 
SQ?[.i»;r fwUcht^fevolutioa bdng oompi^ted, the 
dom]oiGal4>r Sumdttf^Mtm (heKtaftcg meidoDed) 
laetuni into th«ir, ^iaiiner places ; .die ^ys of the 
otoottths iietum lo. tbfe f^unadayaof the week; the 
jml.% plac^ to tb^ *m^ ^jfios. -fti^ degnes of Ae 
rediptiCy.oQ tfa^ jaine juonths and days; and the 
Jfi^ yeaca-ibe^u^he same couise with vespectto 
4iK,.(l^iyS',of 4he week xm which the days of the 
imanthsfaU*' Xha pKaftat year^ 1^1% hUoifitst 

/JPMr4lfjU#Q|aF43rclef" **-■...•.. .t..: x: ..•:.■.;"•- 
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OP THE CALENDAR. 

Days, weeks, montiis, and yean, b^ng Aa 
measures of time by which our life is regalated, 
let us next consider, how they are reduced into 
order, for the religious and civil purposes of: life. 
This is effected^ by means of the C alevdar* 

The Calendar, is a register of the year, in which 
the days, weeks, and months, and all stated times, 
are marked. It is divided into twelve parts for 
the twelve months, and each month into its proper 
number of days, regularly numbered. 

But here we must observe, that although the 
year and months of our Calendar are measured by 
solar time, yet they difier somewhat in their periods 
from the true solar year; inasmuch as the year 
of our Calendar does not begin exactly at any 
one of four great s<^ar points, of the solstices or 
equinoxes, but is made to begin eleven days after 
the winter solstice, which takes {dace upon the 
21st of' December. The same difierence con- 
tinues, throughout the year, between the diyisions 
of the twelve Calendar months, and the periods of. 
the sun!s entering and passing through Ihe pntlxt^ 



^igns; but this difference does not prevent our 
common year from being altogether a solar year. 

The weeks are marked by the first seven letters 
of the alphabet, called the Sunday Utters^ which 
are continually repeated throughout Uie year* 
Against the first day of the first month, (at: 
January 1st,) the first letter of the alphabet (A) is 
placed. Had the year consisted of an exact 
number of weeks, so as to end with the last day of 
a week, the year would always have begun^ with<A, 
and the same letters would always have reqpre* 
sen ted the same days of the weeld; so. that A^j 
standing always for Sunday, . the following six 
letters, in their natural order, would have repre-; 
sented always the same days. But as the common 
year has one day more, consisting of 52 we^lut 
and one day y (and in Leap-year ttso dapi^ the letter 
which represents Sunday changes every year.. But >• 
when it is once known which tetter represtents^ 
Sunday for any one given year, the six following,, 
letters, i^ their order, equally represent the sixlcl^, 
lowing days of the week for that year; and thereH^ 
fore, by observing the Swuday letter for each year^? 
the Calendar becomes a. perpetual almanack foT' 
weeks and days: for which purpose, the Sunday 
lett&i, for every year of . th^ preacQ^ ^eottury^; wUI 
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be found set against each year^ in Table I.^ In 
Leap-year, it is to he observed, that,- owing to the 
insertion of an additional day after the 28th of 
February, the order of the letters are there dis- 
placed one day ; and consequently they give occa- 
sion for two Sunday letters for every Leap-year, the 
Jirst of which shows Sunday for January and 
Pebrusiry, and the second for all the remaining ten 
months of that yeaf. 

- The stated times, which we are concerned to 
observe, • are, the days bf • religious and civil 
observance. Of these, some ^xt fixed; and they 
are accordingly inserted in the CdTendar, over 
against the day of the month to which they are 
sievertiHy assigned. 

Other stated times are moveable; depending upon 
one principal day, which varies its place in the 
Calendar every year, because that place is to be 
determined by the day of the full moon of the 
month of March of each year. That principal 
day, is Easter-day ; upon which depend all the 
days of religious obsiervance, that Have not a fixed 
' place assigned to them in the Calendar. 

£aster-day, is always the first Sunday after the 
full moon which happens upon, or next after, the 
^Ist day of March ; and if the full moon happens 
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upon a Sunday, Easter-day i^ the Sunday fol- 
lowing. 

£aster-day cannpt fall earlier than the 22d of 
March, nor later than the 25th of April ; which, 
two days are therefore called, the Easter limits. 

As the fixing the great festival of Easter, which 
governs the whole series of moveahle days of 
observance, depends upon finding the full mppn 
upon, or next after, the 21st of March ; it became 
necessary to establish some common and universal 
rule, which should serve for the whole Christian 
church, for determining that moon, and the great 
festival which wastto be regulated by it. 

This gave rise to the invention of T|fE Epact, 
already mentioned ; by means of which. Easier-day 
has been determined since the year 1582, when the 
Epact was first publicly employed for that purpose 
by Pope Gregory XIII. 

Thb ecclesiastical epact^ however, as it has* al- 
ready been intimated, though of sufficiently general 
accuracy for the purposes to which it is applied, is 
nevertheless defective in minute exactness ; for 
which reason, astronomers have calculated exactly 
the annual. differences of the solar and lunar revolu- 
tions, and have reduced those differences into Tables 
of astronomical epacts; for which ^ see M. de k 
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Landes Astrommie, Tom. I. p. 102, (Tabkt)^ 
and Tom. II. p. 239> &c. 

When Etuter-day is known for any year, all the 
other moveable days of observance are known by 
the following rules. 

Advent Sunday is always the nearest Sunday to 
the Feast of St. Andrew, whether before or after; 
which feast is always fixed to the 3pth of. No- 
vember. 

Septaagesima ^ ^liine ^ 

^xagfsiiiia^ I ^ 5 ^*8^W weeks before 

Quinquagesima > Sunday, is^ seven V Eagt^j^jny. 
Qaadragesima 1 I six \ «w««*-««j- 

Pabn "^ ^one -* 

Rogation Sunday >^ ^ five weeks ^ 

Whit-Sunday \ /seven weeks! "^' 

Trinity Sunday ^ ^ eight weeks ^ 

The number of Sundays, after Trinity, and after 
Advent, are determined, by the distance of Easter- 
day from the Feast of St. Andrew^ and by the 
distance of the Feast of St. Andrew from Easter-day 
following. 

All these days are shown in Table II., where, 
by finding Easter-day for the year, in the first 
column, all the other moveable days fur that year 
are found also. 
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The Sundays between Ash-Wednesday and 
Easter-day, are called Sundays in Lent; and the 
Sundays between Easter-day and Whit-Sunday are 
called Sundays after Easter* 

Besides these days of religious observance, cer- 
tain periods are fixed for the business of our courts 
of judicature ; which are called the 'Lxyf Terms, 

Easter Term begins 17 days after Easter, and 
ends the Monday following Ascension-day. 

Trinity Term begins 12 days after Whitsuntide^ 
and continues 19 days. 

Michaelmas Term begins the 9th or 10th of 
October^ and ends the $8th or 29th of November* 

Hilary Term begins 23d or 24th January, and 
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TABLE III. 
Skowiag the Sun's Rising and Setting, every Tenth Day. 



Jan. 1 


Rises. 


Sets. 


; . 


July 1 


Rises. 


Sets. 




H. M. 

8. 5. 


M . H. 

5.4. 


H. M. 

3.45. 


M. H. 
45.9. 


10 


fib^: 


58.5. 


f 

* 


lCi|3.52i. 


52.9. 


••*i 


•0 


7*^4t. 


47«5. 


_ 


20 


4. 2. 


S. 8. 


■■1 

* 


Feb. 1 


• 


«9. 5. 


Aug. 1 


4.19. 


19. 8. 


JO 


r. 13., 


13.5. 




to 


4.34. 


34.8. 




^ 


4.54. 


54.6. 


. • 


20 


4.52. 


52. 8. 




Blarch*! 


6.S5. 


35.6. 


Sept.l 


5.14. 


14.7. 


i(y 


6. IT. 


if: 6. 




10 


5.32. 


32.7. 


•^ 


••80= 


6.0. 


0. 6. 


v: Eqnin. 


23 


6. 0. 
6.13. 


0.6. 


A.'£qnin. 

7 


April .1 


5.33, 


33. T. 


Oct. 1 


13.6. 


^ 


5^1& 


16. 7» 


. . : 


10 


6.30. 


30.6. 


■ - ■; 


■ it; 


^67^ 


57. 81. 




90 


6.50. 


50.6. 


s^ 


May^^l 


^\37;^ 


37: Iff. 


Nov. 1 


7. 12. 


12.5. 


10 
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10 


7.23. 


2^^ 5. 


.\ • 


20 


4. 7. 


7.8. 




20 


7.43. 


43.5. 




Jnne 1 


3.53. 


53.9. 


Dec. 1 


7.57. 


57.5. 


10 


3.46. 


46.9. 




10 


8. 4. 


4.4. 




tl 


3.43. 


43.9. 


S. Sokt. 


21 


8. 8. 


8.4. 


W. Solst. 



K« B. The first columns show the miiiicies (m.) <i^er the hmr (h.) 
of sun-rise; the second, the m. hrfmre the h. of sun-set. 



TABLE IV* 



▲ LUNAR TABLE. 



-t' -•; u, 



*f life fdfewing TtJ>le sifows the Ah0»^illbo^ ! 

mean calcalatioB, for eyety month of the year in the | 

recmtent otglb rf NiNStisN yeora. tt is digested fW>m r^ 



J 



1 



the ecclesiastical Table of Epaets, cotopared with Ihe 
two hut lunar cycles in the Nautical Alumnacky and 
with the years of the present cycle, of which, tiie presjcnt ^ j 
year, 181(2^ i^ the 8th year. In order to use it, fiqd.: ? •^' { 
the Bamber of the cwrpU year tsi iAe. Iwm^ «y4^«* j 

■corresponding to which nnmbe^, in Hie same line, ^ j 

the days of the N^v^MmonB for each of the twelve - j 
months of Ihe year. To' find the FM-ihM of any ' '- 
month, reckon 14 days, backward or foiwttd^ lh>m the 
day^ of the Nmb-Mem. TJbe Epact of eaieh year Is sofekfc. 
joiqed, wluch show;s t|ie Moon's age at the hc^piniing of .'^7^ ' 
that year* 

i •••■••;■: J 

. ^ '■' : '• • .. - : . Ao?;C- I 



^ ■.;■ • • • • • • •: • ; ,x .^ 






1 


r 

■3 


1 


> 


1 


i 


1 


f 


1 


1 


2 


f 

5 


5 

3 

2S 
3 

6 

28 
9 
20 

23 
4 
15 

ie 

7 


i 


■^ 


£B. 


.ID. 


»B. 


»7. 


«. 


P&. 


M. 


25. 


2E. 


SI. 

10. 


20. 
9. 


6. 


19. 
B'. 


16. 


4. 


14 


13. 


IJ. 


6. 


5. 


3. 


I. 


1. 


30. 
19. 

a. 

16. 
5. 


29. 
IB. 

ee. 

4. 
2.'(. 


«8. 

25. 
14 

3, 

29. 


6 


IT. 


*5. 


»7. 


«. 


ii. 


S3. 


«s. 


91. 


SO. 


5. 


14. 


5. 


14. 

3. 


13. 

s. 


a. 


u. 


10. 

29. 


9. 


t. 


^ 


7 


S4. 


M. 


«4. 


IV. 


SI. 


20. 


18. 


17. 


8 

9 

10 


13. 

s. 

n. 

10. 


11. 


13. 


^ 


10. 
39. 


aa. 


27. 




6. 


I. 

19. 


SI. 


26. 


■25. 


19. 


18. 


IT. 


16. 


]5. 


14. 


1». 


!«■ 


11. 

30. 


^. 


8. 


T. 


■6. 


S. 


4. 


3. 


2. 


J. 


14 
IS 

16 


i9. 
18. 

7. 
16. 


?7. 


99. 


*7. 


26. 


25. 


S4. 


23. 
12. 


32. 


21. 


30. 
9. 

28. 


19. 
8- 


16. 

5. 

S4. 


18. 


16. 


15. 


14. 


13. 


11. 


10. 


i 


5. 
S4. 
13. 


4. 


3. 


S. 


1. 


30. 


■29. 


23. 


_!!: 


SI. 
10. 

S9. 


ao. 

9. 

2B. 


19. 


18. 


IT. 


16. 


13. 


13. 


8- 


7. 


6. 


*■ 


1. 


4. 


,. 


1. 


19. 


ET. 


26^ 


23. 


'24. 


"1 




83. 


91. 


20. 


18. 


"■ 


16. 


1.'*. 


14. 


13. 


,9 /L. 1, 0.1,,. 


10. 


9.\ B.\ l.\6.\b.\v\A^.^ 



i iMamexax ontoNOEpsT. sf i 



' a. UtSIPORICAl. CUSONOLOGY. 



HistoMCit 'CBftoiroLoaT, 13 did soienn of 
Kttigni&g dMes df ftm« toifae eventsof iuArji. 

A DATE, is a jelatire iobA of >tisie, rukcnfcd 
,frMn«oine fludpennd. - t : 

rThe jpenafJ^ iin>m wbich marki ,of line ideitftle 
toieveDii ue rackoiuil, itvallcd on spocha. 
' rrhegen^nl ivcikXMij^'o/'tMK'fTDin tbe«poclU^ 
» balled tbe bra of Iheepoch*. Tbe idtfe, is ^ 
particBlar-yMr«f tibeen, I - 

iHeaCe it is awnifnt, disl an cpodkt '4ih1 ta 
em difei ftom eacb other in ClironM«gjr, «si« 
^e^ ib -6t«ii*tty'di%ra fnim a tnc ytkiA is 
diAwni&Mti it. It ris thetefore lurprising, tbu 
Hime.i Gibbon, snd; many oiber eminent ambofi, 
sbould ihave occa«ionallj) ^ontQUBded llie terms. 
epo«in.' and «ra, ky- using thelaKer to signifj 
'tbe&'rnteri alfho«f;IL tbe-perveratxk of language 
-fs not less, 'thaa it t}iey kad vsed the word line lo 
tai^ty ti fimt^ m fconfibioD^ less ejecmallle in 



;J,k| 



9,72"' EL^HCiVTAmT CHltONOLOOT; 

professed hbtoriatis, than in any other class of 

writers*, 

Wiibaoi some JixedpoMcfWme to reckon from, 
no distinct notion of time could be attached to any 
past event ; which must be noted, by its relation 
to that fixed point 

The real use. of Historical Chronology, is to 
mfwrd a rta^ apprehaukm ^ the distaitce' cf- 
PAST Mvnsmfrom pbesekt time. 

In order to which end, nations that have reached 
almte of civilization, have commonly fixed upon 
•dfile event in their domestic transactions, from 
wKfdh to reckon the progress of time^ mating^ 
that event the period, or epocha, of their era^ or 
reibkbning of years. This has usually been the 
eariiest period, to which they could refer with any 
authority, or security. 

'Of these EPOCHAs, the principal among the 
a^^nt heathen nations, were the tkree great 
epochas, 

Sljbe Olympiads 776*^ 
<*« BuiLDiHO is^RoME. . 753 y ^^ !*f^ 
I Chnst., w 
Kabomassar 747 J 

. ' ■ ■ . • ^ . ' . ' 

The first of these, was adq>ted by 4he Greeks; 



■^ 



Babylonians. 

great REEORMiK ^heathen chBiP^oloot, ;|o bie ' 
eijheE/5i««foiy^<^5^«|i<^y, ^fptre;l wWchJ two'c|uk. ' 
»?«e}«f?be^ ^fi*? l5g,^id*d^ by, the Aptoyening ,trfc^ 
ditional event, of the. Flood : an -arrangement/' 

Kckoning time, is that g««t .«^ /^Sf^.^^b,^ 

COMIKO of our blessed Lord and ^^<>ur Jjbacjl 
CnaisT: an epocha. wUch furnishes a tWhfM 
era, iv&Mwe^aild ai(vc^; r^itrograde, tq.tte risa* 
tion of tBi^iRrorMi. and direct, to the end., of Uie 
world, or to His second, coming. This singular 
ao* A|»|PWI8 v^fe^^^^^ 
time, from the b^bning, to, the end,^ of our 

T 
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• f • 

race; receiving and uniting all other eras, SacYed 
and Profane, and furnishing to the mind the reoiSest 
(i^rthamimpoMky of the distance of tast etents 
from PRESENT TIME : which is the perfection^ 6f 
Historical Chronology. 

It is astonishing, that this great epocha did not 
suggest itself to the Christian church, for forming 
an era, until about the year of our Lord 526 ; when 
DioNTsius THE LiTTLE, a Scythiau monk, had 
the distinguished merit of first proposing it. It is 
still more astonishing, that having been once pro> 
posed, \i was not generally adopted until the begin- 
ning of the 'ninth century, when it was established, 
under Charlemagne, in the Western Empire. 

There is, however, a slight difference of 4 years, 
between the true epocha of our Lord's birth, and 
that assumed in the vuljgar era ; the true epocha 
having been found, upon examination, to he Jour 
2/ear» earlier than the common reckoning supposes 
, it to l)e. So that the true date for the present year, 
1812 of the vulgar Christian era, would be 1816. 

The computation by Olympiads was continued in 
Greece until the year 312 ; when it was superseded, 
by authority of the Council of Nice, by com- 
putations of 15 years, constantly recui^ing, called 
the Cycle of the Indiction : being the tenA of in 
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HBperiAl. triiMite, established by Constantine the 
Great, and collected every 15 years. .This 
method Qf computation comi^eiiced ■ January 1, 
A.D.319. 



4S 



OF CYCLES, AND PEEI0D8. 

It is important, now, to take a view c^ twccek^- 
brated compound periods of icomputation, which 
have been applied . to history ; namely, the Fieto- 
riany ox,.Dwm/iian Cyck^ of 532 years; ahd'^^the 
Julian Period^ of 7980 years. 

A cycle, or period, is a certain space of time, or 
a revolution of a certain number of ye^js,' which 
beiqg ended it begins anew. 

The Victorian or Diooy^an Cycle, etnployed 
by Victorius Aquitanus, and Dionysius E^dgims, 
or the Little, in the fifth and sixth centuries, 
is produced, by multiplying into each otl^€;r 
ithe solar cycle of 28 years*, and the lunar 
^ cycle of \S yearsi; Jthe h^s of wh)ch .cycks 



Boft aftithift>jooBifNiHMi t^dbcWiilitciaommi^^ 
ev«7ifiS^ y^any Joseph Scalig9r^inioid^i«oJb|i4« 
% period whidi should be ^nfficiaitly capa^ous to 
Gomin^^mi aU hifltMiofdlia^iinagttted a methoi) 
of giving extension to the Dionysian Cycle, by mul-^ 
tiplying it again by 15; bdng the quantity of the 
Cy^le of*indielkMial«ea4y cmentioned'p. ^74; so 
as to kivolve that cycle in the former, axtd to 
iiyjwiii . > cycte of 1^ yaai» to have boeii always 
f«ii|iing>OBy'«iUi tlvft twoi c}|cleB>rof <^9 andij^ 
jmnk -^By^'^^HS'Oneiiit'te ^tain^A « ipenod qi 
T9M y^f^ir tiCompitiiendMig 0t€fm Qionysian 
cyckes ; which he deDaminated ,z«J& JuUAir 
NHWByLbeeawse he employ^ Ac^ Julian reckon- 

Having obtained that period^ his next object 
#itf^fypplyk«»theifsiM^ilif^ffy>r! ^^n 01^ to 

wiys, he hdi, first of all, to fix the yeiiwof ifae^iRTii 
tff <€»kilir iniiMtferiod;^^ Ihat is t<i &ay,yto;fiBd 
ffae corMpdHfogyears/of thesdaraiMl luMTcyde, 

'MtoMthe sapposM cyde ol loAc^ody t^hf^lM 
birth took plkce. Thi& he found in Ihe yeiu^ 4713 
itf hb period^;4when thelnumbef of jA« to^ 



wais 9^ and of the second.!; whicl| thus became the 
kktmicd tpecia for determining the. dates of all: 
evtnts. He faadinext, to compute back the year of 
tkeettMATioTx of THE WORLD ; which. he snpposedi 
tx^'bave taken place 3949 years befone Christ;. 
tirfaicih year fell in the year 7$4i of that great periodb 
So- that the period: has an tmagmmy commencement^ 
704 years tefore the Jtegmtimg of time. 
^ ' Gi^eat as is the capacity and convenience of thia 
{Monody for computing tkne. and giving* chxono!* 
lojpiMl' oha>raoters to events, it is nevecthdes^ 
^laittly wanting in that which can alone give 
seMii satisfac^a to the reason, via. afawidalionm 
tAei: To use a period commencing btfore timef 
ibr th^ purpose of measuring the, parts of- tme^ 
is ubdiraiably perplexing, if not revolting, tp Ae 
sober judgment ; especially^ since vre are aUe 
to find one actually commencing with time, that is, 
liritb the original motion of the earth and heavenly 
bodies ; and, in every respect, fruitful of th^ a^me 
real advantages. 

ft is most reasonable to assume, thai the crea- 
tion commenced with the commepcement of i^ 
solar and a lunar cycle^ or, in other words, with ^f) 
begihning of a cycle of 532 years. For we know* 
%rith Aill certainty, thatthe first day of the.crafktiqn 
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was the'Alfst cbty' df'ia iced^; te^use it was 'ttie 
first of a series of seven days, the last df w^i'di :. 
yih» ttke^M Sabbath. We have likewise lOie b^t 
moral eyidence, from the order established in thib. 
celestial maichineiy for originating and dividing' 
time, joined to a well considered interpretation of 
the text of the sacred historian, to assume, that g^' 
that first day <^ the first week the Ttiro oftl^A# 
IVDEXES or Tix^, the suir and the Mooi^/trer^iH ' 
conjnnction, and did not unfold their relative diku^ 
guishing characters until the cpe of the^rfjl.d^ j 
accoirdikig.tb the common course of natu^ aftbr i^' 
conjuncdon. Comequently, the first day of the cresU 
tidti would be. the first day of a XDeek^ of a «^r, ah^^ 
ot a Imutr ^ear ; that is, it was the first day of i' 
eycUy of 532 years: a series rfwkkh cycles kao^ 
dintitMoliy succeeded to each other^from thatjitst! 
iyde to the present time. The only question there^' 
liore is, vMck of the Diouysian cycles ))efore 
Christ, are we to assume, for the first tfYcxs 
of the worldf 

Now we know, that all the principal compu- 
tations for the epocha of the Creation, fall about the 
beginning of the Fourth milkttartfy or fo0U thotj- 
sANDtH iTEAR, before Christ. The common 
eompiitatiohassutnes the year 4004; the extreme 



computations, ai^ the vears 3942|aQd 4307« ^T^^ 
rapfint .j:<^pyjatip^ qC^^i^, i^.th^^^jjaj 4-1?? v 
^IP/:?' ;^^^"' v>^^ have g9c»d groufl4;^rjaifum^ing^ 
t^^ the Crc4tipii b(tgai^ xoUh a pionjl^iafi. cj/ciej^ 
SLfid sipce the yc^ .4131^ bf^fore Chri^^ was^ fiCr. 
tviaUjj .fh^ b^gi.nni^ of such; a cycj^, >ye, have 
gp<p^ g^oupd for a^syming tkat j/tar foi: the y^aSt, 
€f the .CR^A^i9ff I fpr, if w<? ascend another 
cvc!Q,,Qf 53.:?.>'eaj-s> we jjh^U go.tpphigh^ and if 
w^ Ae^cpnd 532 ycf^rg, we shall go* too Iqw-.. . ,_ 

A«> therefore, we know* that (according to the vul- 
gar Christian era) Christ wm born in the .457th vfar 
of a Dionysian cycle^ whose, number for the. solar 
cycle was p, and for the Ijanar cycle 1^ ;we ei^jljfj 
4jpd, that the year 4181 before Christ wa$ tb^. 
beginning of the eighth Dionysiq^n cycle, i^kpiu^ 
backward; or, that Christ was born ii^ th^.4Hf7.th 
year.of TH£ eighth Dionysian cycle, froip.jthc 
Creation. We are, now, in the twelfth cycle, from 
the same ori^nal pointy and in the 141st y^rp^ 
that cycle; which began A. D. 1671, and jvijl 
ei]4 .A. !>• 2203 ; haying still 391 years to run. 

But,^ since no one who has well weighed and con- 
sidered the sacred prophecies, and the answering 
events of the world, will entertain a prospect. 9$ 
another sych cycle to follow the pr^m^.qne i.npri 



4^ ittinAimitiY' cfiMiHt9^66«^ia 

ititbed; wilt 'toiied«« a b^Hi^f; tiratthis <j>resciftry«l^ 
win reach' a mOtttdl termiiJalioif ; wemayietfsoMibljf 
and cMtentedly close our view oliiitB, wltkTRlil 
FRESE^fT TWELrrH CYCLE; and^ thereby ot^tkiti lit 
pietiod, sufficiently' (troldtictive t6 an^iKer'all'^e 
porposeii of tlie Julhm ^odj wiik thdaddi^ 
tkyttdl advantl^';6f^havio^ an epbehtlifi Hm^M itif 
io^metitettmt:' We liaye; (hereforc,'iiti1y'lio tkk&' 
IS Dioiri^A cycteir, itfstead of 15 witli Bi^lig^i 
atid t6 mtiltitily 592 by I!?, irtstdld of by 1 5 ; Whi^k' 
Witt Itive U9 d Mlttoi>' df* 6584 yeai^s; cemi^ 
tMiiig tt "t^Fd^iiY. p^^ifob; 6r jpf/tbd ^.imiM 
verM/ time, beginiiiiig with the fiM'thdt«th^^ 
lk'(6'eelQstiid hfbdftk^ niA fiifst day of'theiKreek- in 
fh^ -^eair'4181 years' before. Chuibtj' an9ext<§iidi^ 
f^gfot^td,' three kiMred imd nket^e yiiii:ti 
feytwd the present riihe. - ^ f >(* 

"This jicridd, eomprehetiding the^b^r and luhdt* 
i^es, and an drtificiin SUodetmiH t^nstdad * St 
^i(lf^clt^ qa^niecaM)' cycle, mtilHpric^d ' into each* 
dlWr, (iontAiiis m ftself all the irajwiriaht fchi^ 
]^etiet# oftiifie tha^ cah be itfpplled by the JirlM 
period; substituting only the number ' f 2, WrfK 
Thus, as the characters of each year of the Julian 
period are found, by dividing by 28 for the solar 
Cycle, by 19 for the hmar cycle, and by 15 for the 



<?f: tkii lemporaV pQ6Mili]r,44^»:bjr/lSh »wi>y aa# 

equallj .be founds , .. , . / j. ..>j 

.i Tbe>cy$d0.4]| JpdicliQii: iMelf.U:af.M,c0x)6ni 
tOi bistoiy until afjtei^^^ year A.I). 41%,<wAm) 
ilbr tot <2Qn^9(mcf^^,; 3y/;deduc4ibg«fAlS: ffi^ 
^13^. wihseqneiit .yfe^T: ,q( ijbe Chri^^ ^t»i, fUiA 
dividing -ibe auAi 1^ i^<^ cai^^ aU timc ig fiix^ 
(b^ y^ar of jtbe Jiadktioqi ,if reqvirpi, wHIi^llfi. 

beipg the.y^ar of the. Ij^^tiQPy aqI^ :t{ie qj^i^i^f 
^ wmb^ pf ,i:ycleft. = . . , . ,^,^^ 

,The foUowjiig fy^beme ^l sbPMR tl}6; ppj;)gr^ 
of tbis gieat temp^ri^lypeiiod, tbvojugb #U;it6,^wel;^ 
cycles, af^d also its, co^^r^ppodencewi^vi^e ycaii 
before and aflerCbrist; cooyeying a:d]«tixi9t|)o(LQ^ 
of j^he WTXB^^ir^as Q;ffjpjM%9 Bofar iLS,,ve;.a)^Able 
to contemplate h^ ^mA inf iccimty Q^inetum^ 
or any inanifeit relation to tbe^<tf»9^ and M^ussro^ 
time: wbicby an ^e bave. alre^y seepi signi%a 
n^t^luagelsey biu xh]e hv^atiov ^ the siARTxi 

"•••••.•■ I . «',:•*'• 



ftdHEME OF f R£ tEAPOiUit l^tl^U, 

GOMPRISIMO TWXLVK DIO^YBIAJI CYGLSB Of 53S YJMJIB. 



No.oftlie 
CYCLE 



1. 



Yean of 
theCydf. 

! ■ " 



5S9 



xn D€iore 
CHKIbT. 



a. 



4. 



5. 



ft 



1004 



1590 



tlfiS 



tfMD 



3l9t 



7. 



■^ ■ ■ ■< 



8. 



9. 



10. 



11. 



■••■ 



12. 



37M 



(4181) 

4ta0' 



4rR8 



&I30 



585S 



(6Q0O) 
6384 



41<U 

9649 



3117 



9585 



toss 



IMI 



99 



40T 



A. St 
1 
16 



6or 



.Jia 



1812 
1810 



SC03 
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THECKEAnON. ' 



'» * f 



I 






Hm FLOOD. 



N(^i^i»™«^»" 



■• ■ i. ^z> 



CHRIST nORN, in thf 457th year of 



I ^» ^1 i i ■■ 



Hie PRESENT TEAK, UJrt ^thc 
li2th Diunysian Cyde^^Rfsmaib 
39lye«ra. 



The Tables which now follow^ contain: 

.■■•••;;.■.■ I 
i First ; a Geueral Qhnoinqiopcdl View of • His* [ 

^tory, ancient and modern, to the present timey ] 

I diyidcd into its tweete p^utkit^ festodSj: for • 

I an explanation of which, the reader lis referred to | 

i *<^A*CHaistiA^s StmYEIf ,T &c. ; iu wlitch ^oit 

the grounds of those twelve ]divisiQns,&re,^sti)fkct\y 

exposed. ■■' ;1 y*:^ ^>' I" "^i "": """ 

Secondly ; amore|iar^»ei</ardbrobol0gka]iview 



j of the contents of each of tlose twellve divisions of ! 
\ History; in which, some of the leacjing events of 



I each are inserted, so as to form a connected |:ha#p 
of incidents down to our o\yn time. • j _ 

The chronology of Sir Isajac Newtpn is gen^ral^ 
followed, in the early jivente^Mijij^enhiitPiy^. 
which, considered as a $y$tem^ is, jwithout r co^i* 
parison, the most sa^Kiiouis^ best cpnsidercd^and 
best supported, of any that have yc^ been given to j 
the world. . / " i 

As the heathen computations fail> upon YjEirio'^ \ 
acknowledgment, before the first 01ympiad,.ll<e tra- ; 
ditional events of those first ages, which hd cajk * 
Qb$cHre^ and TahvilQu$. can only be recimciled io 
history, by the aid of the Sacred Chronolc^. \ 

In contemplating the remote eoentt of ancient 
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history, it is: requisite always to keep in our mind 
this truth, that minute exactness in point of historical 
dAtes is unattainable; and to remember, according 
to the wise caution expressed by Sir William Jones, 
^ that whoever, in those early ages, expects a 
** certain epocha, unqualified with.> 06011^ or neor/y^ 
^ will be greatly disappointed*" 

N. B. It is necessary to observe here, (what h&s 
lieeii otmtiMtto be notiaed m ils.proper placM^yihat 
iknBomtm Calendar k aiwexed. to ourCml Calemlar 
IB the foregoing pages,, for the purpose of showing 
their eoraespondence. 
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A General ChropologicW View of the primary 
Periods of Histojry, ADcient and ModerP) la tbe 
present Time: Followed by a more particular 
View of the same Periods. 
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JPJSJ^E^I^I:^ VIEW 



or 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 



SACftSOi 



Years 
B.C, 



TaS OUBATIOM. 



f ft Peritfd. 



:jlim^ .¥hP^D. 



td Period. 



about 
4001 

Of 

(4181> 
2348 



.. / 



t I m 



Call of Abraham. 



-XuA KxoikUii and JuAW. 
4(hPeHMf. 



IlKBRcif MOWAmcflY beguii 
5tfc Feriod. 



Hkb. Monarchy dissolved, 
atfc Period. 



RErvR>t from Captivity'; 



ft^Pmorf. 



19fi 



1491 



1095 



605 



535 



^^u'^i^in or CsRist. 



Yean 



about 
750 

606 



538 
331 



31 



WtLOVAUttr 



OBSCURITY. 



M ; 'I 



The Flood* 



FABIE. 



Irtfoncjf of the ChaUUtan Power 



Babyl. or Chald. £mpibk. 
lit Period, 






PfiRSlAW ElttlBE*^. I 

2d Period, 



MACEOONtAK 'filfPIRB. 

3d Period. 



The Romaic EiH'ifiEV^ 

p/todernlUtiqrvC^^ 



■'SijifESii'fti* 



MODERN HISTORY. 




.„„,o... 


A.D. 


A.U. 


IKCOI.AK. 




"je1d7cb«"i-t.'""* 
Ut Period. 


395 

800 
( OfiSi 

1 
1 1*5S 

tikis' 

1810 


3ge 

ago 

9a2 

1453 
1B06 


Uo«A« Eup.he; 
IK Ftntd. 




*2.J Period. 


liBEtK H««D OP 

3dPm*<J. 




3d Period. 


Hohin Eupihe. 

3d Perind. 




*UUl.D*MON .,1' P*i.*L 
SOVLRUCNIV. 

4(A P«-i«J. 


4(AP™J. ^ 






- G«K" HtAD. ' ! 

5Ui PerioJ. 







S88 



T«an 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 



about 

4000 

or 

4181 



I 



ISt PBRIOD. 



fAcanv 



3000 



3469 



The Creation of the World. 

Adam and Eve created: — T\ke seventh day distin- 
guished by 0od : — ^The marriage bond esta^itlied : 
— ^Paradise : — Forfeiture. 

A Saviour pn^mised. 

Cain — ^Abel. 

Seth. 

Ebos. 

Cainan. 

Mahalaleel. 

Jared. 

Enoch, prophesies : — fbretels the majesty of God's final 
judgment : — ^is taken up into Heaven. 

Methusaleh* i 

Lam^ch. 

Noah. ! 

» 
*■ 

Shem — Ham — Japhet. 

Universal depravity of mankind ; — ^The Flopd Ibre* 
told. 



One hundred and twenty years of warning given of 
the impending catastrophe. 



/ 



The Ark built. 



Itll& "EUMISW. 



2^ 



' i.>it:. i .> 



i^. 



i 
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1:1 



OBSCURITY. 



-»i » ■ mi i l 



Formation of the World. 



The Gulden Age. (Ovid.) 

hit f itv"-' ■ >,;'-' ^' ■ ' • 
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1 




* ' 

TktlrwiTace. (Ovid.) 




The FiAOTi. 



u::. 



1 1 



I 



I 



.\ 






«90 



Years 
^before 
Chbibt. 



about 
2348 



2234 



2188 



2126 



1996 



/ 



2d PERIOD. 



ANCIENT HISTORY, 



SACRED. 



The Flood. 

Noah and his fieunilj^ descend frpm the Ark upon 
Ararat,, a moontain in Armenia: — ^The Rainbow 
made the Divine pledge, that the earth shonld 
not be again destroyed by Wifteri (being reserved 
for a final catastrophe by Fire.)— Noah plants the 
Vine. — He imparts his knowledge to the new race. — 
His family multiplies in Armenia. 

First migration of the new race, to the plaio of 
Shinaar, between Euphrates and Tigris : — ^Thev pre- 
pare to build the Tower of Babel, for a mark and 
centre to prevent their dispersion: — The miracu- 
lous inultiplication of languages, and providential 
dispersion of the heads of future nations to their 
destined seats, are the consequences of that attempt. 



The descendants of 



Japbet. 



Fieopic Asia Minor, 
Greece, and the 
adjoining parts of 
Europe. 



Ham. 

People the West 
of Asia, Egypt, 
and AfHca. 



Shemk 



People Asia, east, 
north, and sodth 
of the Tigris. : 



MiZRAiM founds a sovereignty in Egypt : — Nimrod 
in Shinaar : — Assur on tlie east bank of the Tigris : — 
Arphaxad settles in Chaldaea, or Chdldiaf by Armenia. 



Terah. 

Abraham. "1 
Sarah. 3 



1921 



I 



Cxix o¥ Ki^ukUk*^* 



^1 




' The Tlood. 



Beuctfivnaud Vyrrha. — XUnihnu. } 
Dionyinus L or BucchHts I*-^lenu8, i 

(Qvid. Diod, jSi(;; VirgU, Eel'. 6.) 



'f 



lite Giants pile up the wiaunlains to aettsU fleaven* 

(Passim.) 

The^pngemtw^ ^ « penpU ^f Aeia Mimr mMm^ loee 
.. their primiiice laagmgey and acqvireia new 4ne, 

(A man, E:^>ed. A|ex.) 



JapetuSf regarded hy the Greeks as the father i^ mankind* 

(Passim.) 



Fast Egyptian II^onarchy. 



Hiems, 



\ 



m 



Yean 

before 



about 
19«r 



AHCiENT HISTORY. 



8A PERIOD. 



SACRED. 



1902 
1842 



hfW«* 



Call op Abraham. 

Abraham leftves Chaldfta to proceed to Caiiiaian. A 
famine ; he goes into Egypt. 



The Messiah promised: — Isbmael born: — Circum-; 
cision first established. 



Isaac bom. 
Jacob, or Israel. 



€Keiieral^aiDSiie:-^NatioQft resort to Egypt for com. 
Joseph, govemor of Egypt. ! 



1491 



ii 



Moses : — commissioned by God to liberate tlie He- 
brews : — Plagues miracnlonsly inflicted npoii Egypt, 
and upon all the objects of its superstitious reve- 
rence. 



The Passover instituted : — Many of the Egyptian^, 
instructed by their recent experience, receive last- 
ing impressions of the Hebrew rites and religion. ^ 

> i 

I 

The Exodus, or departure out of Egypt : — ^The Kiag 
of Egypt pursues the Hebrew people :— J'hje passage 
of the Red Sea: — Annihilation of the Egyptian sp- 
vereigu, his chief officers, and army. \ 

The kingdom is > laid open to tiie invaision of the 
neighbours. ! i 

i i 

Moses receives from God the Tables qf I 

■" .."1 ;.■•*.■>.■•■■ . U4- "'•*•»''• • ] 



— i^i^ifci* !■ 1 1 ■ if I 



m 




id&iAA^krfM 



• ■{ 



Yxnx^ 



^BOPAMBr 



First Eg TFTiA'N Monarchy. 



Iff ••- 



■f. 



I 



. ■ 



I 



(Diod^Sic.) i 



f . 



I 



■i 



I . 



o- 



.,-•.';.- I, 



End Iff the FiRst Egyptian monarchy. : 

J%e ArMoM iwBod* Egifiity and UHu pcm$d<m nf *li^ 
emmtnf. 



• 



■tn-i I 



^rf 



. *■ » 



Tub touBVBA ¥mq^\* 



'^if^9h 



Tenrt 

before 



mbont 
1491 



1490 



.1451 



1445 



1413 



1245 
1187 

iisr 



1094 
1079 



4lh PERIOD. 



ANOieNT HISTORY. 



SACRED. 



/J 



The Law. 

The Hebrews journey in the Wilderness 40 years : 
— their progress alarms many of the adjoining 
nations. 

The Hebrews are miracnloosly fed wi^ qtiaiTs. 

Balaam prophesies of the Messiah. 

Moses dies. 

Joshoa conducts the Hebrews into Canaan* 

Canotn conqaered: — The Hebrew nation esta- 
blished. 

Government of the Judges. 

The Hebrews subdued by the King of Mesopotamia. 

They are delivered. 

Gideon. 

Jephthah. 

Samson, eminent for strength and heroic '^achieve- 
ment : — Kills the lion :— Carries away the gates of 
Gaza, and pidls down the pillafs of ihe^ Philistines. 

Samuel. 

t 
Saul. 

Commencement of 



m m \ » I ■ ' 



A. 



:sN 



^da: 






FABLfi. 



piiofane; 



The Phcmicians migrate from tJie Red Sea to Pak^ine, 
(Herodotus.) 



Heracles* , or Hercules, is mracuUmsly fed with qtutilSw 

(Atbenaeus, ix. c. 2*) 



Heraelest is renowned for strength: — KUU the luM:— 
pdrri^ tuvay the pillars. (Passim.) 



/ 



• The word 73*)n, Herod, is used as synonymoiis with 
Pi^, Canaanile, and is applied^ generally, to tbjB inliabitanttl 
of that Qoun^ ; from wbeace &<&tib^<S(ia^^SffiSM:»s£s<«ncs^ 
to have been derived. 



.1 r>. 



2*5 



Tears 
bcfcre 










/ 



about 
1079 
1059 

1648 
.1019 

980 

I 974 
901 
806 

800 
780 
770 

724 
720 

715 

674 
606 

m 

- >■ > 

3T.' • . 



ANCtBNT HISTORY. 



'T. : ; 



5tll PERIOD. 



SAGKSD. 

-i^i— i— 4ii II r r 



The Hebrew Monarchy established. - ■ 

Saul, the first King. 

Dayid, King : — He prophesies of tlie Messiah*^ hn- 
iniliatioii, and final glory. 

Hiram^ King of IVre. » . .- 

Sol^aion, King: Builds the Temple. Allies himself 
with the King of Egypt* 

The Hebrew kingdom divided : .\\ 

Rehoboam, King of Judali. ) 
JerolKNUBy King of Israel. ) 

Sisac, King of Egypt, enters Asia, and redaoqa Jndall* 

Elijah, or Elias : — is taken up into Heavep..- .y 

Jonah : — is sent to the King of Maya, (or NiaeYeb) t—^ ■ 
Swallowed by a fish. . 

Babylon founded by the King of Niaya, or Assyria. 

Isaiah — Joel — Hosea — A mos — prophesy, . "''""'" 

Pul, King of Assyria, first penetrates ioto Isra^ 

Hezekiah, King of Judah. i ' 

The Jfcin^dom of Israel is extinguished by the King of 
* Assyna. 

Sennacherib, miraculously expelled from JodxaJ 

Obadiah, Micah, and Nahmn, prophesy/' 

Assarhaddon : — ^The kingdom of Assyria subverted by 
the Medes, and the lising ppvrer of Babj^loou, . 

Jeremiah foretells the Great Captivity, and Restora- 
tion, of the Jev|r& ; find the destruction of Bab|yIon. 

Ezekiel prophesies of the KestoraUe^ of the Jaws. 

NebMhadnenar^ the Onpal, takes Jennalem^^d^ir- 
: Hes 2edekSah^: the last- liebvew Kingy captivii'to 
BalMrlbtik- ■ ■- •••■ • ' i'>i^-'- 



'I 



Hebile;w IsHo^KacBX d(v%%q\.n^^. 



\ 



2»i:' 



canagcu 






^out 



t'ears 

before 



•* ; 



.^iVfv.HT ^J^gl^^/. 



>'4 



n3.J||^.F4Jfrii^^ 



! 974 



i 



900. 
850 

i 800 

I Ml 



i\ !'•*. 



::.l'-..^i' 



»#•, 






I 



• •• 1. 1 * 



Sesostrisy conquers the Arabian. Khtgs qf E^tfJ^f 9ad t9^ 
possession ^the country : — He invades Asia and Thrace : 

• iknd^Jidanl»moideBi'mmtdBtef%^t^ 
or Black Sea. ' (Her44<»ni^.> ^ ^ " ' 

Heracles, three dA^itt'd^akdi; {LfCOlfikt^n^tiSBi^t 
Schol.) . [ -i . ., , ' . . 

The Siege if t)i^i-M:ttfmge huUi^^neas, 

SendHmt^y^-^ '■''''-' \- ■■:■' ■ -•"•' • ' ^' ''"^ 



Ut^BftUKll. 



ANCIENT HISTOitir. 



F»bPJk)fB. 






776 
753 
747 



TUfi fra pf THE Oi>YMPi4Ds commences. , . 
Tbe era of Rome commences. Romulti's. ; 
The era of N abon assah taijabnemeeA , 'j • - 1 H .2 : ^ 
., .. . ' T^- Nuina- 



.-.•-, •:* 



67^. Tat^ H^^iiu; 
640. AD^li^ Mttitius. 

Senacherib, >Ring of Ass^ia. (Her/adotna.) :^-.^ 



/t 



1 »r> 



>.iot- 



/ 



■}-i •• 






l>^aii(ttcf^<!ti8^ King df £g3^pf. 

60^' lf^^i«>'ttid^oti *fe6fo;Kiiig *:ei 

(.696^] >4|>ri^jMI Bha«lMi( Hq^boiy iUiig of i£gy0 :~^Is de- 
feated by the Babylonians, or Chahkpa«#*T 

.a3^.if>>>j<! /H'>flfc;.^»^\f '•71^'i.^W 




r> '\r 




Tears 

before 
Chrbst. 



about 
588 



555 



538 



536 



syft 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 

6th PERIOD. ' SACWBO. 



The Hebrew Monarchy dissolved. 
Nebuchadnezzar thc Great. 



Daniel — foretells the succession and faU, of the four 
GREAT and LAST EMPIRES of the ear^i ; viz. 



The Empires of 



Babylon, 

PjSRSIA. 

Macedon. 
Rome. 



Evil-Mcrodachy or Belshaeear, succeeds to hid father 
Nebuchadnezzar: — last King of Babylon. 

Babylon is taken by the Medes and Persians, under 
Cyrus, as foretold by the prophets Isaiah; and 
Jeremiah.^Darins, the Jdede, is made Vice-roy of 
Babylon. 

Daniel discerns the ai-rival of the period, foreshown for 
the termination of the Captivity. 

Cyrus, King of Persia, issues his royal dccreie for 
rebuilding the Temple of Jerusalem^ and for the 
return of the Jews to their own land. 



The Return o¥ thb 3biVi% YiBLo^tvL^^Ks^v^vrs.* 



\ 



«» 



r 



I Years 
before 



("r 



i^ ANCIENT HISTORY. 

<:HWJ^:4lit PERIOD. - PROFANE. 



MBl ' UX ' -U 'I i m 



588 
570 

566 
564 
562 
560 
554 

551 
548 



I. The Babylonian Empire. 

Nebuchadnezzar, called Labynites I. by Herodotus. 

Amasis, King of Egypt.— Servius Tullius, 6th King of 
Rome, reigns 44 years. 

Pisistratus, Tyrant of Athens. 

l^halaris. Tyrant of Sicily. 

Croesus, King of Lydia. — Solon, Legislator of Athens. 

Cyrus^ King of Per^a and Media. 

Anacharsis, the Scythian Traveller, returns home from 
Greece. 

Coniiicius, the Chinese Philosopher, bom. 

Cyrus conquers Lydia, and all Asia Minor. 

Pherecydes the Syrian, Preceptor of Pythagoras. 

Labynites II. last King of Babylon. 

Cyras ccmquers the Babyl<mlaJto, aad puts an end to. 
The .CnM.DJBAM, or BABTiOMiAff Empire, 



I' 



7 



« M, 



JX. Th^>PE1U%MI ilE^AVVML*. 



\ 



300 



Years 



636 



7th PERIOD. 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 



8ACRBD. 



Returk of the Jews from the Captivitt. 



170 



166 



63 

40 

18 
1. 



Zenibbabel, and Joshua, the Hi^ Priest^ condnct 
the Jews to Paletitine :— they begin to restore the 
Temple. 

521 I Haggai and Zechartah prophesy. 

Ezra. 

Nchemiah : — Malachl, the last predict, ioretellt Ihe 
appearing of the Messiah in the New Temple. 

Alexander, King of Macedon, «ntert Syria : — receives 
the submission of tiie Jews. — Die8y3S4. ' ' j 

Seleucus Nicanor renders himself master of Babylon, 
and King of Syria :>-Beginning of the JBra ^fh^ 

Seleucides, '. 

Tlic Hebrew Scriptures translated into Greek. ' I 

Jerusalem pillaged, and the nation pcrseeiited, bj 
Antiochus Epipbanes, who defiles the Temple. . i 



458 
445 

332 
dl2 



' °\ 



Judas Maccabeus, and bis £ganily : Their exploits^ iip 
resistance of Antiochus, i 

The Jews form alliances with the Romans and 1ac0> 
demottians. ' ' I 

Jcfosaleni is taken by Pompey .—Juliw .Oaiur is jgreatl^ 
esteemed by the Jews ; who incline to regarcMitm as 
the predicted Founder of the Fourth Empire.' 

Herod is made King of Judah by the Romans. 

Herod rebuilds or embellishes the Temple of Jemsaleni. 

John, the Baptist, born, the prophetic KUas, or imme- 
diate forerunner of the Messiah: — ^Judea taxed. 

The Birth of ovr Lord Jesus Chrisv, 
(Modem Hlstoni c««Kme»fte»^ \ 



\ 



api 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 



, Klni or Eoipersr nl P«rBii — PyBiuani— lAnureiiD-^ 

,iKk-~Hs<»>iH|iunEiy]H.~Fiii<lv— fsliylai. 

DitiBi, »ii af HnUipn. MitdhnUiu uil Ariilo^ian. 

EiidgfK(a|lyGimrMBuIlBB(i«Mr^;auiilu'}nvm>ntiit. 
'It* MtWIer »inniliil»il, ■<» BUOeXMinAiiii^-^illiiidei. 
^rmaiu^iliaHcllapaiUi Win of Um Oracki motVtaiani 
Leooldaa— ArlMMei— aiimutdcA^DniiocrilDi. 

he PchmoiuKAiiin War : It ta»(H i>3 yinn. — Fericlft. 

DcmiE^^EaHpldcjk— SophKlet — Hi ppucnlei — Thoci^ didi4, 
AnuEecffaAIIWiBDHt Kio^of Btrpli. — Cyrui th« Yoobt*'- 
FIMo— Senppboa— ArUuipban m — Ciidu — ^kUhei ~ Fh.Ed 



B«liuiliien(lb 
PhtlLp. tt.g of 
PMUp |9 ai^ln 

.. ipiiHllpS , . 



; fi vii'ccEifed by hU inn, A1(^m(er. 



ALRtANDEB, TRE GnCIT, CHiqBEll Pcrlla. BBd iol 

«ol™^TwD o™. „ 

"lo— Epiil!irai>— lyeophnii 




doe 



Yeam 

after 

CHRIST. 



1. 
30 
33 



6i 

70 
93 

96 



107 
130 

1^ 
166 
178 
196 

SOU 
235 

e5o 

257 
27« 
284 



302 
323 
325 



380 
390 



MODERN HISTORY. 



l8t PERIOD. 



RBUOIOn. 



BmTH, OR TmsT Advent, of our Lord Jebus Chsdt. 

Jesus Christ enten upon His pnblie miBiiitry : is Bapdicd, Ap- 
points his Twelve Apostles. 

The foarth Passover celebrated by Christ t—Ht InstftatM the com- 
menKMrative rite of his Last Sapper.— His Crvcttziony Reaaim- 
tioB, and Ascension.— The descent of the H. toirlt^— St. Stephen— 
St. Paul Converted. Apoetolic Fathers; Clenieitt, Barnabas, 
Hennas. 

First Persecntioo, nnder Kero. St. Peter snd St. Panl uuMer Mar- 
tyrdom. 

Jemsalem destroyed, according to the prediction of our IxMrd. 

Second Persecation, nnder Donitian.— St. John, the BvaagiUst, 
exiled to Patmos. 

St. John is shown the ^sion, of the Seven Imperial Heads, mc 
ceeded finally by an Imperiai Carcase, of {rent, bnt trainkBt, 
poweiv 

Third Perseention, under Tn^an.— St. Ignatius, Mart. 

Aqoila, a Christian convert from Judaism, translates the Old Tota- 

ment into Gredc. — ^A5 does Theodotion, in 176. 
Fourth Persecution, under Marcus Aurelins. 
St. Polycarp— l6r. St. Justin — suffer martyrdom. 
Irenseus, Bishop of I^ons. — ^Herevv of Montanna. 
Controversy, for fixing the day of Easter to Sunday. 

Fifth Persecution, under Severus.— Clemens Alex.— Tertolliaii. 
Sixth Persecution, under Maximin. — ^Jnlius AMeanus. 
Seventh Peraecation, under Decius. — Origen — Cyprian. 
Eighth Persecution, nnder Valerian. — ^Heresy of SabelUas. 
Miuth Persecution, under Aurelian. — ^Heresy of Manes. 
Commencement of the Era of Dioclesian, or ^ the Martfrs, — At- 

nobins. 
Many distinguished Romans are converted about this time.. 

Origin of the Monastic life : a devotional retirement fhmi perse. 

cation, and the distractions of the Empire. St. Anthony, St. 

Hilarion, &c. 
Relieious riles maitiplied : — Altars used. — ^Pagan mysteries imitated. 
Tenth Persecution, under Dioclesian, — Heresy of Arias.~-St. Atha- 

nasius. — Lactantias. 
Christianity established in the Empire, by Constantine the Great. — 

Eusebius. 
First General Council of Nice : Confirms the primitive Faith, and 

condemns the errors and innovations of Arias. 
Abont Uiis time a mystical reverence began to be paid to the 

Elements of the Eucharist. — Incense used. — Ecdesiasticai orders 

and ranks are multiplied.— St. Basil— St. Martin. 
Saints, Ambrose — Gregory — Augustine — Chrysoston^— Fiaulinns — 

Jerom. 

The ExTiNCnoN of Paganism. 
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rv. The Roman Empire. 

Augustus C jesab. Emperor.-^. Parthians defeated by Caioa Caeiar. 

Angnttits associates liberins in the Empire. 

Angostiis dies at Nola, Aug. 19* aet. 76.— Strabo— Phaednis. 

Tiberliis, Emperor. yal.Max.--Paterailii»-Colunella. 

Pentitis mate made Goyemor of Jadea.— Celms* 

Cains Cigala, Emperor. 

Ciandins, Emperor. Hdlo Jndaens— Seneca. 

Keroj Emperor. £pictetas-Perriii»i^.Cnrtia8-FkiBy. 

Galba* Emperor. tneaok. 

Otho, Yitellios, Vespasian, Emps. Josephns-^lins Ital. 

Titns, Emperor. Tacitos— Qointillian. 

I><nnitian, Emperor. Juvenal— Martiai.— Statins. 

Nerva, Emp. 

Trajan, Emperor. Pltttarch>-8netonins-— Floms. 

Adrian, Emperor. Arrlan — ^Aristides. 

Antoninns, Emperor. Appian— Aulns Geliios. 

Marcns Anrelias, L. Vems, Emps. Lncian— Maxim. Tyr. 
Commodns, Erap«ror. Julias PoUox—DiogcoesLacrtlas. 

Peitinax, Emperor. 'Athensens— Solinns. 

Sept. Severas, Emperor. Flotinaft— Oppi«n. 



CaracaUa, Oeta, Emperors. 
Heifogabolne, Emperor. 
Alex. Severas, Emperor. 
Oordian III., Emperor. 
Decius, Emperor. 
Dtodeshm, Emperor. 



Ulpian— -flian. 

Dion Cassias— Herodian. 

Ceittorlnas. 

Justin. 

Longipns — Porphyry — StolMens. 



CONSTAiinNS the Great, Emp.— Iambiico»-nJal. Capitoltnus— Vo. 
piseoa— SerTia»— Entropios. 

The seat of Empire removed from Rome to Constantinople. 

Julian, Emperor, vafaily attempts to rebuild the*Temple of Jeru- 
salem, in defiance of the Prophecy of Christ. 

Valentinian and Valens, Emperor ; divide the Empire into West 
unAEatt, 

TAEOtxnuB THE Great, sole Emperor, reigns 16 years. 390. lie 
prohibits the Pagan Religion, llie Empire divided between his 
sons.' 

HoMORltTB, Emp. of the West, 395. ARCAmus, Emp. 

or of Rome. Final Establish, of the Greek, 

or SKXINDIIFAD OfROVLAXL^ViX 
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EXTracnoN OF Pagamisx. 

St. Anipstiiie, Bhhop of Hippo. 

St. Jerom, tran»U(es and expoandi the Scrlptwci at BcthlchcB| 

where he died, 420, set 80. 
St. John Chi^soittom, Bfibop of Cooitantfnople. 
lit Siege of Home by the Goths.— 409, ed Sleee^-^IO, 3d Siete aad 

Sack of Rome by the Ootht, who respect the Christian KolgioB. 

— Franktt and Germans converted. 
Heresy of Pclazias. — 129. Heresy of Nettorins.-— Orosfna— Salpithis 

Sevems, Christian Historians. 
Leo I. or the Great, Bishop of Rome.— Cyril, Patriarck of Ales' 

andria. — St. Patiicli converts the Irish. 
Heresy of Eut^clies : condemned in the Council of Constantin. 
Conversion of Clo\-is, King of the Franks. 

St. Benedict founds the great Monastic Order of the Westcn 

Church. 
The Christian £ba first proposed by Dionysioa Ezigoiu, or die 

Little. 
Heresy of the Monothelites.— Female Convents multiply.— Heresy, 

and Superstition, corrupt tlie Faith, and caoae great d tol wh a ucei 

in the Church.— Joraandes—Procopius, Historians. 
Gregory, the Great, or I. Bishop of Rome.— Isidomi, of Seville^— 

Greg, of Tours. 
John, Bishop of Constantinople, assumes the title of Univcnal 

Bishop; for wUch lie is excommunicated by the Bp. of Rome. 
Augustine, a Monk, preaches the Gospel In England : — ^King Etbel- 

bert converted : — Contest of the Greek and I^tin Church^ 

Bonifsce III. Bishop of Rome, obtains the title of Universal Btshop 

from the Emperor Phocas — Dedicates the Pantheon to All Saiats. 
Cho«roe8, K. of Persia, conq. Syria, Palestine^Egypt, and Asia Minor. 
Mahomet. — Beginning of the Maliometan Era of the Hegira. 
The Saracens penetrate into Egypt; ravage Palestine, and takr 

Jerusalem. 
Omar, Caliph of the Saracens, rebuilds the Temple of Jerusalem for 

a Mosque; in which he is murdered. 
Christianity spreads in Holland and Friesland. 
In this ccntur}' divine worship is paid to the Virgin Mary, and 

Martyrs. — Idolatrous rites adapted to Christian Worship. 

Contest between the Greek Emperor and the Bishop of Rome, or 

Pope, concerning adoration to Imager. 
The Christian Era begins to be used by writers of Hist. — ^V. Bade. 
Pt'piii, Kin; of Franre, gives the Exarchate of Ravenna to the 

Bishop of Rome, Stephen II. 
Ceremony of kissini; the foot of the Roman Bishop introdsced.— 

Churches raised to Saints. — Masses for the dead. 
Leo II I . — ^renounces his allegiance to the Greek Emperor.-^Alcaia.-^ 
Leo anoints Charlemagne Emp. of the J^oMANS,on QuiftaDat-day* 

Tut, TKiay o^ \*cii^3:t\Ti.ciA."Scw^».. 
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Oaria Martd deftnri' 
Chllderie III. lu( Klnj 



Oulimuui King at F 
B«Ml* of RgwHiJlc 
CHlSLEMAmn laamAt '... . 
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1 Mafd*bii9» finjp«rDF, 
Leo, Uw Tliraalan. Empci 



He piblhba Ui CDdEK II 



lu^ tor ilw Gr. EJapetui 
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I PhivuEm. HelipattDd.l 
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^ Lak Iba Iworli'ii or iff* 
cMff ■ Smpcrflr, Dpp«ei 1 
■kuntalp oF Imagu, pr 

Quaua El RwU*, or ( 
Juf ,CiliphbfIlwSancu 



S06 



Yevt 

after 
Cmaiir. 



800 



809 



831 
95S 



803 

864 

«T9 
895 



900 



050 



/■ 



9fi8 



ad PERIOD. 



MODERN HUrrORY. 



itXLIOIOVi. 



The Roe of PoNnncAT. Powkb. 

Cw/iw .Wf AOMB eottvolcei a Coanell at Alx-l»CluipeUe t— He pratocts 

tba Chveh, and exalts the See of Rone. 
TUs Imperial reign is not more distingnisbed by Ike renewal of the 

Remaik Empire ie the West, than by the atte nt ion paid to the 

learBing-or the age. Charlemagne, by the aid of Aftomli, ftNudi a 

■ebeol at Paris, which Is geaeraUy resorted to. 

TheopUlvs, Gr. Emp. prohibits the worship of Inuign in hie Empire. 

Rebamu llaanM, Abbot of IWda, Archbishop of Mootx; a cele- 
brated diaelple of Alcnin* 

At tUe time* Ustory makes mentf on <tf a female hiring been raised 
to the pepecy, oader tlie name of Pope Joan: the Irwh of illficfaj 
tra'litioii, Iboi^ now generally dlscradited» was nerenbdeJlB ai 
sobject of acdve controversy. 

Fhbtles, Ae leaned Patriarch of Constantinople. 

Conversion of Russia* and Bulgaria, to die Greek Chnrdu 

Final separatloo of tlie Eastern and Western Churches. 

Alfkred, King of Encland,' foands the Univerdty of dxibrdit'en-, 
ooeriigeslearaing,py his own example. i 

In diis, and the following centaty, Chrlstiviity Is widely spread' 
among the Swedes, Danes, Saxons, Hnns, Bdiemians, Biluravians,' 
Sdavoniant, Polcsi and into India. 

This ige is styled tiie Age of Ignorance ; yet the papal doetdaea, of 
Transabstantiation, the wonmip of Image», Saints, and tfie.Ckioss, 
and the Cellbaey of the Clergy, are conttnnally opposed, althoiq^h 
maintained by the power of the Popes ; who perteeate and cun. 
denm all their opponents, as Hereae*. The power of ^e PontifT 
progressiTely Increases. In Ibis, and the preceding -cinitnry, the 
I>ecretals are foired, to give authority to the papal aanrp. tions :— 
The Legends of me Saints are Cnbricated : — Saints are ctnonked : 
—The FestlTal of the Assumption of. the Virgin Mary is intro- 
daeed,fte« 

High power acqaire4 by the Monks in England :— 

Danstan, Abbot of Glastonbury ; afterwards ArehUshop of CSaater* 
bary.-<:ellbaey of the Clergy enforced in England. ■ 

The inflneAee^ the Religions Or^tara inereasea. 

The Emperort are gnuinally diyested of their authority by die Fttpea, 

John 2Cn.arbw»i(>rao, King of GcriBaiiyr*EiinB08io^R()MB. 

' - • ■^- - - ' - 
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Sd, or FiusiRisH Head o/ 
Roman Eaif^iRE. 

Chabi,eM4CN^ BXP.--U ac- 
knowledged Auomnrus by 
^icephonu. 



809 
901 



.CliarlsniagiM dies; it me* 
ceeded (ly kla md, Lewis, 
Einperor. 

Egbert, first Kins of all Eng- 

■ UmmI.- 

The Picts, conqaered by Ken- 
netli, Kittfr of Scotlaadi 

lothJirins, Eioperor.' 

The Kormans enter JEtaace. 

' Lewis II. Emperor. 

Saracens enter Italy ; are re- 
pulsed by Lewis. 

The Dan4» invade England* 

Ellielred, King of England. 

Alfred, King of Enriand. 

Cbarlek the Bald, Emperor. 

Cbarlet'Le Oros. fonperor. — 
IIm Western Empire di- 
vided into ftve Kincdovf. 

Amolpliy Emperor. 

Lewis IV. Emperor. 

Edward the Elder, K. ofE. 



91s 

9IT 
9e5 




The Vonnana «stabUili tiMm* 

•ehres in Franca. 
Tlie If Hs mvage the W. Smp. 
Atbelsiu, King of England. 
Defeats the 800U, Welrii, and 



L&niNcnuN tfthe FRumn, 
or 8tf Head ^' Koxam 
Emrrf. 

IMmnnd, King of England. 
Edrwi, King of EngliMl. 
Edwy, King of England. 
Edgar, King or BnglaHl. 



Omo T. or THE Okfat, ereets 

ArltVKTH^ OrOtttMAMB 

Head ^' Komah Empibe. 
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839 
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919 



936 



909 
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Coniinuati&H ef9d, or Gkbek 
Head q^ Roman Empire. 

Irene, Empress.— 

Vioepboras, Emperor. 

The Saraceot, under Alma- 

mon, graitly encourage 

learning. 
Constantinople besi^red by 

the Saracens. 
Hieophilns, Ettp. 
Origia of tbn- Rnuian Mo- 

narchy.. 
Michael III. Emperor. 
Basil I. Maeedonini top. 
He eombats tiie Samceas in 

the East, »rid as^sU the 

Emp. Lewis in the 'West:— 

Compilei the vficijlic Code 

of Law;k 



Leo VI. th«Philoiopher,£Dip. 



Johnjtfalaia. 



Coutantiae VIL Forphyro. 
genitns. Emperor. He en- 
coarages iearaii^ and the 
arts. 

Romaaai L Emperor. 



The Saneeo empire ^Tided. 



Cbaslantine is poisoned by his 



Romaaas IL Emp.— Who is 
succeeded Ity ids Oeneral, 

Nlcepboras XL Empieror. 

John Zlroisoei, EmpI He as- 
sociates in the emfire Baiil 
IL- and CooMaallae IX., 
. BOBS of iietaaaasXL 
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Thx Foundation of the Papal Sovsreiomty. 

OTHO, eooflnns to the See of Rone the donailoiu of Pepin and 

Cliirlanuoe. 
CoDconlale between GREGOnv V. and Omo III. nulling tbe Crotrns 

of Rome and Germany for ever. 
The Saracens ravage ieraMlem. 
The Popr, now gkoWned tat the first time. 
ScUim of the Greek aiid Latin Chnrches.— The Pope exronona- 

nlcates the Patriarch of Constantinople, and thcOrte'ks.^Edward 

the ConliBMor, King of England.. 
Hildebranda Gregory VII., exalts Uie Papa^ above the Empire. 
Sabmission of the Emperor, Ht nry IV., to Gregory. 
St. Brano fonnds the Order of Caithndans. 
Pint Crusade.— <jkMlArcv of BouilluD.— Urban TI. 
Jerasalera taken ftom tne Saracens : — Is erected Into a kingdom t— 

The Order of Knights of Qt. John of Jerusalem institnied. 
Incorporation of the University of Paris. 

Contest in Eng. concerning the Investiture of Bishops. — St. Anselm. 
First General Laleran Council ; fior the Kecoveiy of the Holy Land. 
Abelard— St. Bemard^Pcter Loosliard, Master of the Sentences. 

Second Crusade. ll64. sCouncU of Clarendon.r-11io. h Bec^L 

P»ty of te GueM and GiM>eUMS.— Univ. of Cambridge f. 

The Pope, Alexander III., sends a Legate into Tartary to Prcster 

John. — Benj. of Tadela.-~-Maimonides. 
Third Cruzade. — Jerusalem taken by Saladin. 

FourA Cmzadc. — 1904. The Inquisition founded by St. Donilnk. 
Persecution of the Albigensa, or early Reformers.— Univ. of Padua f. 
Hie fifth Cruzade.— St. Lewis depairts for the Holy Land. 
The Ufliversitiy of the Sorbonne founded.— Mat. Paris.— Albert M. 
Thomas Aquinas. — Roger Bacon. 
Loss of the Holy Land by the Christians.— Antioch taken. 
Foundation of tlie AcadenQr of Florence. — ^Many similar Societies 
formed about this time. — Raymond Lully. 

Dante*— IMO. Petrarch— Boocacio— Chancer. 

Foundation of the Univ. of Valladolid.— 1346. Univ. of Prague. 

Univ. of Vienna and Geneva founded.— 87. of Sienna, and Cologne. 

WickliJf exposes the Churdh .of R<Hne ; and prepares the RelSiwma- 
yon* — Uis disdples are denominated LoUards, and safkr severe 
persecution. — lie transla^ the Uoly Scriptures into English. 

Great Schism of the Western Church ; two Popes claiming the papal 
dignity, and being severally abetted by different Powers. 

John Huss preaches the Reformation of the Church, in Bohemia 
The Council of Constance— condemns the doctrines of ^Vickliff, 

Juhn Huss, and Jerom of Prague ; and causes the two latter to bv 

burnt alive. 
Last Coronation of an Emperor in Rome— Frederick III. Emperor. 
The Inquisition estabtishedin Spain, under Ferdinand and Isabella. 
TJie Popes acd^re the absolute Doininiott of RoMSi— Machiavei. 

Lbo X4,^— Bnsnms-F. Ximenes-Poggio-^Lewis Vives-Reuchlin, &c. 
LOTBOlf opposes tiie scandalous abuse oT Induloenceb. . 

Thb Revival oy "Litii^** k^-a'^^iKi'BL^ktvov. I 
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iidAl'td, the Mart. King of E. 

Kenry U. D, ot Bavarii, Emn. 
Canute, the Dane, K. of Eng. 
Henry IV. Emptior. ' 

Willlam^i l^h Li™ Eoe°"»d- 
Mlipt.Kl.soIn.mS. 
HeilrjI. King of llntlMrt.- 
LeivilVt.lei3rur,K,ofPr. 

John,K,.ofE^M.gn.(;h™. 
Henry in. JCingofEBirtand.- 

Edward I. Kin of Englaml.— 
Pblllnlil. iV.KIngiofFr. 

Rodnlpi.,ofH.prtatgl,,En.|., 
-UltSnitoftbe Anil.hinHy. 

wie.'«,'B".-^S' 10 Eng. 
■Ok Mattaeri' [Dorapaii in». 
Ednrd 11. King of Engluid. 
Edward 111. King of^.— 
<S.Phll.deV„roi..KT3F. 

aurleiVLKiBgoTFranM. 
llenryV.Klngn(Eng(,nd. 

"S,K',XWSs: 

Tbe An of printing hivcDtet. 
Eriwlrd IV. K. nr Ennbnd.- 
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HtAD DfAaUAN Ehpihc 
ConmndBelX-Empetot. 
M?™iv! E.^JSII'n'' *^''' 

Michael VU. Emp.— EoiknU. 

Akxii Iln Emperor. — UTB-i 
ConH. ManwieL 

I^CAOgnEnpn-UMn^^iU, 

Greek Empire divided «lui 
ihu FrsnlUn— Baldwin, li« 
Fr. Eoip.-Theodore U- 
art., Ur. Eeip. 

□engli Khau, mends Uie Uoi 
gul Empire. 

Biildwln It. la>t Fr. Emp. 

Theodora LaiHrlj II. tjnp.~ 

JohnLuorJi.I^mp. 

Ottoman, Founder It tkc prej 

lent 1 nrkilh Empire. 
n,e Knighu of St. John ol 

Abnlfcdi.Frineittir Syria, tiuj 

lonn Faleologxi. Emperor. 

^''i^s^m^rr' ^'""'"' 

B.O«<et, his >on InVuJ, Con. 

Amnraib II. Inieni Comlant. 
Soinderhcg. defendi Albania 

I^NSIAllTINE ViLEOUaVa, 

EJ^SS^VfA. Segoho. tr 
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The Revival or LfiTTKiiSy and REroRMATioir. 

lAtber-Melaiicthon-IJnrcr-ZniiiKliasMZcolaninadliv-CalvIn, ftc 
The Dame of PrntestaHt^ flrst ased in llic IHct of Spires. — 1530. Cw- 

feHion of Aii|[slmrf . — 15-11. Lea^e of Snualkalde. 
Order of Jesatts foniiderl, by St. Iguatias UiyaU. 
The Reformation citablislicd in England, under King Edward YI. 
The Council of Trent: efforts of the Church 01 Rome to eonsolidate 

its remaininii po^-or. — L'olyd. Virgil — OtpemieuB — :lal. ScaHper. 
Temporary revival of Popery in Rnctand, under Qnoen Mary. 
Finni overthrow of Pojwry in England, under Queen Elinbctii. 
rnritaiiy, or Calviiilatic Protestanta, first appear in Eagland. 
Ma^acre of TV. Protmtants ; St. Barthol.^Hereiy of F. & L. SodBW. 
Tope Gregory XI 11. corrects the CALENDAlu^Joaeph Scallyorr- 

Tycho Hrahe— Torqnatn^TaMO. 
F. Bacon, Ld. Vemlam— Fathor I*aul 8arpi— Thoaaas, or de T h o w 

CaMuboD, &e. 

Conspiraerof the Popisli party in England, Vov.5~-Ouldo rmlji 

The Synod of Dort, against Armtaia«.~^f oaeph Mede— Buctorf. 

(Salileo— Grorins— Des Cartes— Gaiscndi—Bochaft— Br. Walton- 
Marsha m. &c. 

The Peace of WcsAphaiia, or Mnmter, between the ProtedbuK aad 
Roman Caiholic States ; confirming the privileges of the former. 

The Church and 8ute of England subvened.^Mnton— Setden. 

Tlie Church and S*ate of England restored. — Religion, Leariiia|e*uid 
Science, tiourirh vnr.lnentiy in Brit^-Tbe Royal Society founded. 

Robert Boyle— Isaac Barrow— Riahop Pearson, &c. 

The R. Acadnny of Insriiptiuns:— 106G. llie R. Acad, of Sciences: 
established at Pari*. — 1681. W. Penn, founds Pennsylvania. 

BishopBumet—LocIce— Archbishop Tillof son— Prideaux—Boaanel— 
Fenelon—Bishop Sherloclc— Bishop Bult— Hyde— Ray— PuffMi- 
dorf— Herbelot— Bayle, &c. 

Sir Isaac Newton— Le'ibnitz—Wallifr—nalley—Flamstead^^uini. 

A spirit of sophistrv, metaphysical acepticism, and afCtive infidality, 
distinguishes thu beginning and progress of iliis century, and pre- 
parer ilie way for the calamities which have so awfully rhicacte- 
liwd its conclusion.— The nanieK of Addison, Bntier, Lriand, 
Johnson, Bcattie, &c. are confccrated by their oppoaitioa to 
the impieties of Ilobbon, Home, Voltaire, Gibbon, &c. 

The Calen-lar is corrected in England, and the Old, or Jir^n S/jrfe, 
changed for the Grigoriait- 

Pope Clement XIV., Ganganelli, suppresses the Order of the. fesvlts. 

The moral and intellectual disorder of this century at length pro- 
ducts a GtNFRAL RF\'(^Ll"n()N IN CintlBTFNDOM. [ 

The Gallican Church subverted. — Monastic orders supprcsped.-^—Ovll 
and religions licentiousness, propagated in Europe. — Anr. Crowns 
and States extinguished. — Kew Crowns dnd Kingdoaaa creeled.. 

Pope PiUB VII. consecrates Napoleon Baooaparte Emftmr oj 

France, at Parii ; with whom he entera into a -CoacoMUte, for 

regulating tlie Church of lYance. 
Tlie City and Principality of Rome is annexed by Napole(m to ibe 

FRENCH EMPIliE. 

The EmNcnoN of the Papal SovEiincNiT. 
NAPOLEON, haviug iraprisoncd Pope l»ins VII., convokes a C 

neral Couiicil of tlie VrtAatet oi Y^ ¥.tavVc«,\»x>» 4&Baav^nbBMad 
Ilia pnrpoae. • " ' - 
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OcamsuAnoN of the Fourth, 
• «r GiwafAKic Head oj' Ro- 
MAD Empire. 

Henry VIII. Kg. of England. 

—Sir Tho. More.— Wolsey. 
Charles V. Erap. — 1513. Fran- 

eis I. King (rf France. 
Edward VI King of England. 
Mary I. Queen of England. 
Elirabeth, 0. of E.-Spencer» 7 



1453 



1522 



1571 



ExTiwnoN o/" the Second. 
or Greek Head of Uobmn 
Empire. 

Soliraan II. takes the Isle of 
Rhodes ftota the Knights 
of St. John of Jerasalooi ; 
-who receive the Island of 
Malta from the Emperor, 
Charles V. 

The Turks take the Island of 
Cypma. 



1811 



WM 



Ferdinand I. Erap. Sidney. > , 
M aximll. II. E. Shakspeare. \ P 
The defcatof the InvinclhUArmadat of Philip II. King of Spain.— 

Sir Ftancis Drake. — 16OO. Eart India Company incorporated. 
Henry IV, King of France. — First of the House of Bourbon.— Sully. 
Henry IV. embraces the Romish Faith. — Mayenne-Conde-Coligny. 
Tlw Bdi<^ of Nantes, in favour of the Protestants of France. 

James I. King of England and Scotland. — Buckingham — Raleigh. 

Lewis XIII. King of France. — Richelieu. 

Beginning of tlic 30 Yrs. War, concluded by the Peace of Westphalia. 

Charles I. Kins; of England and Scotland. — Beheaded 1649. — Straf- 
ford — ^ArchMshop Laud — F&lkland — Hampden. 

Lewis XIV. Kc. of Fr. — Masarin— Turenne. — Edict of Nantes rjcv. 

fCroffUoe/l.^— Estab. of the Naval pre^em. of Eng. by the victories of 

Leopold I. £. [Blake^Monk-Deane-Penn-Lawson-over the Dutch. 

Charles II. Kg. of Eng. and Scot, restored. — Clarendon— Ormood— 
Sir W. Temple. 

James II. King of Eng. and Scotr-<ibdicates die CnVwu, 10Bd. 

WHllam III. (P.of Orange) and Mary II . K. and Q. of £.— Ld.Somers. 

Peter the Great, Czar of HoseovyA<Dharles XI [. King of Sweden. 

Anne, Queen of Great Britain. — Union of England and Scotland. 
The Peace of Utrecht. — MarlborouKh — Addison. 
George I. Elector of Hanover, Arch-Treasurer of THE Roman Em- 
OeoTEe II. King of Great Britain, [fire, ascends tiie British throne. 
The Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. — ^Frederic III. Khig of Prussia. 
GeoBOE III. King of Great Britain, &c. begins his long, glorious. 
The Peace of Paru. — ^1774. Lewis XVI. Tand exemplary reign. 
The Peace of Versailles, between Great Bntaini France, Spjun, 

Holland, and the United States of America. 
The REVOLunoNof FRANCF.-Beginning of the miseries'of the kingd. 
LEWS XVI. King of France, his Queen, and Sister, beheaded. — End 
War with the new State of France. [of the ancient Soverdgnty. 

Union of Great Britain and Ii^land.— Rt. Hon. William Pitt. 

The experimental Peace of Amiens. — ^Height of the Naval and 
iiisiatic Empire of Great Britain. — ^Admiral Lord Ncl»ou. 

Failure of that Peace, and renewal of the War. — ^Malta annexed to 
the dominions of Great Britain.— IHO6. Rt. Hon. C. J. Fox. 

FBANCDS II. TBS LAST EmP.— FALL and EXTINCnON 0} the 4/A, 
or .Germanic Head of Roman Empire, and title of Augustus. 

TB^ FRENCH EMP,^NAPOLLON, Emp. and K.of Italg, S(c. 

A most splendid Comet appeared, in the m. of Sept., tmder the seven] 
^ons^eweus Hairs of the Great Bear; singularly answering, ini 
time and conftgnration, to that seen 43 vrs. \M&.>!Dk«^^. ^^^e«:«sv.. ^ 

H.R.H.GE0il0S,PR.Kco.^S8snme%tiS&fti^^^Qr«vc^<^^ xA^AV^jm^^ 
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